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PREPACE. 



The records of au earnest and laborions life, nearlj half 
a Century of which was speut in the religious iuterests of 
the Germaus in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and 
Yirginia — a life, too, belonging entirely to the last Cen- 
tury, 'includiug what may be called the formatiye period 
in Church and State, and extending through the perils of 
our country's two tedious wars — can hardly fall to possess 
some interest to all who are wont to commune with the 
past. 

By the ministers and members of the German Reformed 
Church particularly, the life and labors of Rev, Michael 
ScHLATTEB must cver be held in gratefnl remcmbrance ; 
and an endeavor to revive the story of his toils and sacri- 
fices in the proper and permanent Organization of the 
Infant church in America, will no doubt meet their cordial 
approval. Should we have succeeded in any degree to 
their satisfaction, we will be glad of the result. 

It is now sixty-six years since the subject of this memoir 
feil asleep, and thus long have the records of his life and 
labors been exposed to the wasting, scattering power of 
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time, and intervening changes. Under thesc circum- 
stances it cannot be an easy labor to reprodace a life, the 
Bcenes of whose actiyities lie entirelj in tbe last centnry. 
We cannot, therefore, hope that our work is free frorn 
errors ; yet, the notes will show that we have endeavored 
tö go to the sources, and we hope will giye the reader 
confidence in the anthenticity of our Statements. 

We believe it will appear — for we have sought to be 
carefal on this point — that we have not made a hero of 
the subject of our memoir. We have not consciously 
indulged either in inflated enlogy on Mr. Schlatter, or in 
sounding glorification of the German Reformed Church, in 
whose interests he labored. Desirous of pursuing the ways 
of better taste and better morals, it was always our aim to 
State history, not to make it, and in simplicity and godly 
sincerity to teil the tale as the records have told it to us. 

Though the sources and authorities are carefuUy indi- 
cated in the notes, and, in some cases, favors are also 
acknowledged, yet we desire here to express our thanks 
for important assistance rendered by J. D. Rupp, of 
Harrisburg ; John F. Watson, and Rev. H. Haverstick, 
of Germantown ; Samuel Hazard, Townsend Ward, C. 
W. Carrigan, and Rev. Dr. Bomberger, of Philadelphia ; 
Rev. Dr. T. W. De Witt, of New York ; Prof. T. C. 
Porter, Prof. W. M. Nevin, and Mr. Wittenweller, of 
Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster ; Rev. J. G. 
Wolf, of Woodstock, Virginia; J. S. Dubbs, A.B., of 
Lehigh County; Lewis M. Harbaugh, of Hagerstown, 
Md. ; Alfred Snyder, Esq., of Manayunk, Pa. ; Rev. E. 
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L. Schwartz, of Boston, Mass. ; Rev. Dr. Kirkpatrick, 
of Amwell, N. J. ; Rev. J. 0. Miller, and J. L. Mayer, 
of York, Pa. ; Rev. A. Ilelfenstein, of New Holland ; 
Rev. W. M. Banm, of Barren Hill, Pa. ; and Rev. J. 
Glinz, öerman Reformed Pastor in St. Gall, Switzerland. 
May this volume be blest to the Chnrch for which 
Schlatter labored. The Lord continue to render frnitfnl 
this vine which his own right hand has planted on these 
western shores, and cause it to send ont its bonghs nnto 
the sea, and its branches unto the rivers. May the con- 
gregations which here find how tenderly they were nursed 
in their infancy, now that they are strong, not cease to 
bless God for His goodness which has been ever of old ; 
and Thou, ever blcssed Head of the Chnrch — who, before 
we or onr fathers were bom, didst fumish ns in her bosom 
so firm a refnge, and so sweet a rest, — let the people 
praise Thee, Lord Jesus, let all the people praise 
Thee. 

H.H. 

Lakcaster, Pa., April, 1857. 



CONTENTS. 



Dedication m 

Prefacs ▼ 

InTRODüCTION. XYÜ 

CHAPTER I. 

schlatter's youth. 

Parentage — Childbood — School and Gymnasiam — 
Coofirmation — Travels to Holland and Northern 
Germany — Retum to St. Gall — Studies with Prof. 
Wägelin — A candidate for the holy ministry — Goes 
again to Holland — Teaches there — Retums to Switz- 
erland — Vicar in Wigoldingen — Sabbath evening 
preacber in Lintebuebl — Goes to Holland — ^Becomes 
a missionary to America 27 — 33 

CHAPTER II. 

SCHLATTER's HISSION TO AHERICA. 

1746. 

State of the Church in Pennsylvania — Need of an ex- 
ploring missionary — ^What wasdone before Schlatter's 
mission—Sendingof Rey. G. M. Weiss from the Pala- 
tinate, 1727— Synod of Breda, 1730— Palatine exiles 
— Interest of the Charch in Holland in the infant 
churches in America — Schlatter's instroctions — Sails 

for the New World 34—47 

(ix) 



X CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER IIL 

SCHLATTER's FIRST LABORS IN AMXRICA. 

1746 — 1751. 

Arrival in Philadelphia — AppearaDoe of the town in 
1746 — Missionary visits — Preaches in Philadelphia— 
Marriage — Preparations for organizing the Coetus, 
or Synod — First Sjnod — Organization of the Datch 
Reformed Sjnod — Lutheran Sjnod — Joameys and 
Labors — The Steiner troubles in Philadelphia 48 — 69 

CHAPTER IV. 

SCHLATTER's HISSION TO EUROFl. 

1751 — 1752. 

French war — Occasion of his visit to Earope — Commi»- 
fiioned by Synod — Testimonials, farewell, departure — 
Yoyage — Safe arrival in Holland — Begins the work 
assigned him — Synod of North Holland, at Edam — 
His success — Requested to visit Germany and Switz- 
erland-^Results of this visit — Sets his face toward 
America vrith siz young ministers — Interesting fare- 
well solemnities — Sails — Safe arrival 70 — 83 

CHAPTER V. 

SCHLATTER's APFEAL to the CHüRCHES IN EUROPE. 

Introdnctory remarks — Address to the Swiss Confede- 
racy — Preface to the Appeal — Introdoction by the 
Commissioners of the Classis of Amsterdam — Schlat- 
ter's Joarnal. Title-page — Dedication — Commenda- 
tory Address to the Swiss Confederacy — Preface — 
Introduction to the Joarnal, by Schlatter — The 
Journal 84—123 

SECTION I. 
1746. 
His voyage — Arrival in Boston — Jonmey rAa New- 
port and New York to Philadelphia — Visits to 



CONTENTS. XI 

BevG. Boehm and Weiss, and Eider Reif — Retarn 
to Philadelphia — ^Labors there — Visit to Rev. Dor- 
fitias, in Bucks Coantj — ^Retum to Philadelphia — 
Opens his commission there — ^Yisit to Qermantown 
— ^Arrangements there 124 — 132 



8B0TI0N II. 

1746. 

Schlatter visits Goshenhoppen — Ezamines Reifs ao- 
counts — ^Visit to Oly — To Rev. Reiger, in Conestoga 
— To Tulpehocken — Retarn to Lancaster — Assem- 
bles all the ministers in Philadelphia — Great en- 
couragement — Reports to Holland — ^^^isit of J. 0. 
Wirts — Arrangements for fatare Operations 132 — 138 



SBCTION III. 

1746. 

Visits Rev. H. M. Mahlenberg at Providence — Falk- 
ner Schwam — Retums to Providence — Visits Go- 
shenhoppen — Indienfield — ^Returns to Philadelphia 
— ^Labors in Germantown — ^Visits Hallmill, in New 
Jersey — ^Encoaraging reflections — Installed Pastor 
at Philadelphia — Introdactory sermon — Close of 
the year 1746 \ 138—147 



8E0TION IV. 

1747. 

Beginning of the year 1747 — Receives many moying 
letters — ^Is visited by two men from Virginia — Also 
by Dr. Miller, of Falkner Schwam —Visits Skip- 
pach — Witpen — Is installed by Rev. Boehm, in 
Germantown — Visits Dr. Miller, and baptizes his 
family — Catechizes ohildren — ^Communion in Phil- 
adelphia — Visit to Pilesgrove, in New Jersey — 

His labors there — Retums to Philadelphia 147—151 

1* 



XU CONTENTS. 

SECTION V. 
1747. 

A great journey to MoDocacy, in Maryland — Lan- 
caster — Churches on^the SuBqaebanna — York — 
Lischy — Conewago — Monocacy and Connogo- 
cheague — Great encouragement — Retam jonmey 
— Lischy and the Moravians in Tork-^Preachea at 
Lancaster — Retnrns to Philadelphia — ^Yisits New 
York — Prepares the way for the Organization of 
the German Keformed Synod — Gommunion in 
Philadelphia and Germantown 152 — 156 

SECTION VI. 
1747. 

Visit to the interior of Pennsylvania — Conestoga — 
Zeltenrich chorch — Lancaster — Donegal — Mode- 
creek — Oocalicb — Weiseichenland — Labors in 
these churches — Templeman and his labors — ^Visits 
Tulpehooken — Manadany — Magunschy — Egypt— 
Lehigh — ^Bethlehem — Nazareth — Meets Lischy — 
A hireling — Saccony — Meets Mr. Wirts — Spring- 
field — Schaggenhaos — Two charges — Returns to 
Philadelphia — Receives a moying letter from New 
Jersey — ^A letter from Lischy — Sends a circular to 
all the ministers and eiders of the German Rc- 
formed churches, inviting them to the meeting of 
thefirst Synod — Gommunion in Philadelphia and 
Germantown — The first Synod — Synodical Sermon 
by Rev. Reiger — Sessions and Acts — Baptism of 
an emancipated slare — His deVoted life 157 — 166 

SECTION VII. 
1747. 

Schlatter and Reiger a committee of Synod to yisit 
York on the troubles between Lischy and the con- 
gregation — Feelings of the congregation — Senti- 



^1 



CONTENTS. XIU 

ments of Lisch j — The decision — Betams by way 
of Lancastcr to Philadelphia — Letters from remote 
churches — ^Visits the congregations in New Jersey 
— Rockaway — Foxhill — Am well — Gratefal offer- 
ings of these chorches— Retum — First sermon in 
the newcharch in Philadelphia — Glose of theyear 
1747 166—170 

SECTION VIII. 

1748. 

Labors the first foar months in the new year — Jour- 
ney to Virginia — Preparatory sermon at Lancaster 
— Arrangements with Rev. Reiger — Sasquehanna 
River — York — Conewago — Monocacy and Frede- 
ricktown, in Maryland — Connogocheague — Ap- 
pearance of the country — Potomac River — Droves 
of deer — Fredericktown, in Virginia — Fearfal rattle- 
snake — Shenandoah River — New Qermantown-— 
Preaches in these places — Return journey-^Lonely 
and dangerous way — Goat River — The Potomac 
River — Preaches and admin isters the sacraments 
at Frederick, in Maryland — Affecting scene — Cone- 
wago — York — ^Affair of Lischy — Ascension day at 
Lancaster — Retum to Philadelphia 170 — 178 

SECTION IX. 
1748. 

Letter from ReT. Dorstios — ^Whitsuntide in German- 
town and Philadelphia — ^Visit to the churches in 
New Jersey — ^Visit to Dorstius — Churches in North- 
ampton County — Retum to Philadelphia — Arrival 
of Revs.Bartbolomaeus and Hochreutiner — Letters 
from Holland — ^Visits the interior with the newly- 
arrived ministers — Lancaster — Weiseichenland — 
Tulpehocken — ^Oly — Falkner Sohwam — Providence 
— Return to Philadelphia — Arrival of Rev. John 
Philip Leydich and his family from Holland — Let- 



XIV CONTENTS, 

ters — Visit from Rev. Boehm and an eider — Second 
meeting of Synod and its acta — Close of tbe Sjnod — 
Leydich installed bj Boehm at Falkner Schwam— 
Visit to the eburches in New Jersey — Return to 
Philadelphia — Schlatter's forebodings — Sadden 
and melancboly death of Rev. Hochreutiner — ^His 
funeral sermon — Bartbolomaens installed bj 
Boehm in Tulpehocken — Two Low Dutch students, 
Marinus and Du Bois — Liscby's Statement of bis 
faith — Call from Egypt and Heidelberg — Docu- 
menta sent to Holland — Close of the year 1748 . . 179—187 

SEGTION X. 
1749 — 1750. 
Beginning of the year 1749 — Journey by way of Wil- 
mington to Lancaster — Vacancy at Lancaster — 
Returns — Letters from Magunchy and Egypt — 
Calls from Virginia — Church visitations — ^Visits 
Leydich — Sudden death of Rev. Boehm — His fune- 
ral sermon — ^Visit to the churches in New Jersey — 
Summer labors — Third Synod, at Lancaster — Ar- 
rival of Rev. Steiner — Adjourned meeting of Synod 
in Philadelphia — ^Call to Steiner from Lancaster — 
Leydich — Steiner's conduct toward Schlatter — 
Beginning of 1750 — ^Visit to New Jersey — Church 
visitations — Visits Witpen, Falkner Schwam, Oly, 
Tulpehocken, Lancaster — Fourth Synod — Special 
Synod — Schlatter commissioned to visit Europe — 
Sails— Safe arrival 188—197 

The Religioüs Destitutions in Pennsylvania and 
neighborino provinces 198 — 208 

An Earnest Plea for Relief 208 — 219 

An Appeal in behalf of the Indians 219 — ^224 

concluding words 225 — ^226 

Synodical Action in Holland on Schlatter's 

Statement and Appeal 226 — 230 

Testimonial 230—234 



CONTENTS. XV 

CHAPTER VI. 

RESVLTS OF SCHLATTER's MISSION. 

The work goes on in Europe — Letter of Rev. Had- 
macher, in behalf of the Deputies of both Sjnods, 

• to Superintendent Wirtz, in Zarich — Touching 
mrords — Collections, and the result — Muhlenbergfs 
teatimony — ^Distributions in America — Increase of 
ministers for the New World — Stream of blessed 
results flowB on — Picture of pure Christian love . . 235—247 

CHAPTER VII. 

SCHLATTER IN PHILADELFHIA. 

1752 — 1755. 

f 

Six young ministers — Schlatter locates them — A 
black sheep in every flock — Troubles in Philadel- 
phia — Peace-making — Schlatter appointed Super- 
intendent of the Charity Schools, and also to visit 
the churches — ^Extract from his letter sent with the 
minutes — Future expectations — Fund for the Sup- 
port of Tvidows of deccased ministers — Continued 
residence in Philadelphia 248 — ^257 

CHAPTER VIII. 

SCHLATTER AND THE CHARITT SCHOOLS. 

1755 -.1757. 

The Church and Schools in the olden time — Scarcity 
of schoolmasters — Qreat need of them — Help from 
Europe — A brief history of the Charity Sohool 
scheme — Establishment of a German paper — ^The 
religious character of the schools — Political motives 
— Misrepresentations of the Germans — Germans 
and Quakers sympathize — The (German language 
politicallj unsound — The wisdom which was to 
counteract the evil — Indices of the spirit of the 
tlmes — Working for one end, and gaining anotber— 
Saurs and the Germans — Opposition to the school 



XTl C05TB3ITS. 

^ch«m« — The bait su^pected^Position of the CoBtos 

in reUlioQ to the sohooU — ^The German Refonned 

ar« to make honey for others — Difficoliiefl of tiio 

»v?»t*»m — Some succ«ss — Application of the Preaby- 

ti^rUns to participate in the benefits of this fand, 

iii l7oo— Svnod establUhes a school for the insimo- 

tion i>f jouth in diTinitjand the Eoglieh langaage 

— SviuHi appUe« to Trastees of the Gennan schools 

foraid to tho pr^yect — Opposition to it— .Keqnest 

«n»U,y KwntiMi— Contribute for eight jean to it— 

Abandoned in 17ö2 258—310 

CIIAPTER IX. 

w^nLATTia Axn thk c<etus. 
1756. 
U..R.rt«„«t„ umunamtanding between the Coelus 
aS.l r ^^^i'«»<>'-H«tory of the causes of this 
Zt ' 7«^ >'I«»ter deposed of his powere of gene- 

?«orr.::r.£-Th'?"''r *"" '«''"'■ ^ *"" 

in.i JZ V^»»»«^— Their reflections on Schlatter 

«"•- U u'r«";^;- 'Skv ««™*o— The 
•"»llo» ».y C" !'r^»''»>'''<>°'«of jealousyand 
h »1.« Kuther. J? P«P«>f-Sohlatter justified 
'^"•«iHttw «\,ll» .,""•*■<**»>« Steiner difficalty— 

»'"» «"■"JMaioo-Ita^^J"^"*"**««'* Opposition 

• •••••.. ,^ oll— —321 

ir ''''' »^ -- ÄS"V^^^^ high esteet. 



CONTENTS. XVU 

paDj them as Cbaplain, by the Earl of London — 

Oopj of the commission — Preparations — ^Fleet col-. 

lected in the harbor of New York — üelaj at Sandy 

Hook — Sail for Halifax — Siege of Halifax and 

Lonisburg — Memories of the past — Retarn-^Brings 

a call to Rev. Mahlenberg from Nova Sootia — 

Taste for lifo in the field 322—329 

CHAPTER XI. 

8WKETLAND. 

1755 — 1777. 

Removes to Chestnut Hill — Calla bis home Sweetland 
— Leads a quiet life — Still preaches some — Re- 
marks on his retirement — Ganses of it — Dema- 
gogueism — The wrath of man must praise Qod — 
Peace amid rnral scenes 330 — 335 

CHAPTER XII. 

8CHLATTER CHAFLMN IN THE RETOLUTIONART WAB. 

1777. 

His nominal cbaplaincy — Outbreak of the war — Brit- 
ish cbaplain — Refuses to obey Orders — Is impris- 
oned — His bouse plundered by the soldiers — Visits 
of his daughter in prison — Release — Resides again 
on Chestnut Hill — His new home — Beantifal 
scenery — Present appearance of the old mansion — 
Marriages — Record-book 336 — 341 

CHAPTER Xni. 

SCHLATTER AND MÜHLENBERQ. 

1746 -^ 1790. 

Friendship — Mutual co-operation — Schlatter Tisits 
Mublenberg, in Providence — Visits also Rev. 
Boehm, in Falkner Schwam — Retnrns to Provi- 
dence — Preaches there — Extracts from letters of 



1 



Xviii CONTENTS. 

Her. Mohlenberg — Eis death — Schlatter attends 

bis funeral — Reflections 342—348 

CHAPTER XIV. 

OLD AGS AND DEATH. 

Going down into tbe yalley — Personal appearance in 
old agQ — Friend to children — Marries great 
Dumbera — Loto's pilgrimages to Ohestnut Hill 
— Entertaining qualities — Hospitality — Patri- 
archal charaoter — Mrs. Schlatter's character and 
death — Sometbing for tbe ladies of tbe Gbarcb — 
Death — ^Bnrial in Philadelphia — Franklin Sqaare — 
Pleasure-ground in a cemeteryl — A silent congre- 
gation — The Churcb pronoances its "Rest in 
peace" 349—358 

CHAPTER XV. 
schlatter's dssckndamts. 

A natural desire to trace tbe descendants of a great 
man — Account of bis children — The familj eztinct 
in Switzerland 359—364 

CHAPTER XVI. 

BIS GENERAL CHARACTER. 

Word« of Dr. Freseni — His friendl j manner — Catbolio 
spirit — Inquiring mind — Talent for order and Or- 
ganization — Faitbfulness — Love of peace — Zeal for 
practical pietj — Energy, industrj, and perseve- 
rance — Snmmary 365 — 372 

CHAPTER XVII. 

CONCLÜDINO REMARKS. 

Tbe missionary work a Century ago — Similar now — 
Pioneev^ezploring missionary needed to ensure suo- 
cess — Relation of this voIume to tbe Ilome Mis- 
sionary work 373 — 375 



INTßODUCTION. 



<< Wer ans bloszer Naclialimanggsncht, ans Eitelkeit, ans Schwiehe, 
seine Nationalität opfert, der steht anch in Gefahr, seinen Glauben 
nnd seine Beligion zu opfern.'* — Hagenbach. 

"We have heard with our ears, God, oür fathers have told us, 
vhat work thon didst in their days, in the times of old. How thon 
didst driye ont the heathen with thy hand, and plantedst them. 
For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither 
did their own arm save them ; bnt thy right hand, and thine arm, 
and the light of thy countenance, becanse thon hadst a fayor nnto 
them." 

To forget the past is to forget our mercies, and 
to forget our mercies is to forget God. The tree 
must ever draw life from its roots ; the strength 6f 
a stream must ever be replenished from its fountains : 
so is the nation and the ehurch, in the divine order, 
ever dependent for vitality and vigor on its past 
history. The trials and triumphs of the past are 
. as promises to stimulate us in the present, and as 
pledges to give us hope and courage for the future. 

For a time the sayings and doings of our ances« 
tors may be left to the preservation of a grateful 
remembrance, and to the unrecorded traditions 
which parents hand down to their ehildren. But 
such traditions soon grow dim and uncertain, and 
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at last vanish away. As the setting snn leaves first 
a glory, theo a twiligbt, and at last darkness : so 
tbe deeds of the past, as thej sink beyond onr per- 
sonal recollection, are first brigbt, tben dim, and 
tben gone ! — and, too late, we monm tbat we bave 
no picture of tbe faded beauty. Onr parents relate 
to US stories of tbe days of onr grand-parents ; biit 
onr grand-parents tbemselves are gone, and teil us 
1)0 more wbat was before tbem. 

Tbis is onr ease as a cbnrcb in America. Tbe 
grand-parents are gone, tbe fatbers are going, tbe 
bistory of tbeir toils and acbievements is beginning 
to swim in balf-nncertain twiligbt, and tbere is but 
barely time to record tbe doings of tbeir life's day 
before tbe oblivious nigbt sets in, wben reeords 
and traditions will no more recognise one anotfaer. 

Tbe social and religious life among tbe Germans 
of Pennsylvania and neigbboring States, one bun- 
dred years ago, was peculiar to itself, and its bistory 
bas its own cbarm. A retiring and rural people, 
were our forefatbers. Isolated to a great extent 
from otbers by language, social babits, religion, 
and even tbe cbaracter of tbeir secular pursuits, 
tbey dwelt in tbe fertile and friendly Valleys of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia, 
ambitious only for tbe quiet ways of peace and love. 
It cannot be uninteresting even to strangers, and 
certainly not to tbeir own cbildren, to be presented 
with a picture, even tbougb it may be very imper- 
fect, of the social and religious features of the olden 
time among the Germans. Such a picture must 
come fpnyard in the life and labors of a man like 



INTRODUCTION. xxi 

Rev. Michael Schlatter, who earnestly identified 
himself with their highest educational aud religious 
interests for the Space of more than forty years, and 
that during the most interesting and eventful period 
of our country's civil and ^cclesiastical history. 

" We want a history of firesides," said Webster, 
traly. General history may be compared to the 
Table of Contents of 'a book containing a charming 
story ; local and particular history to the book itself. 
General history is as if one should take us to sorae 
eminence, and show ns the wide landscape, with 
mountains, Valleys, woods, and fields, all well-de- 
fined, but cold as if carved in marble : whilst local 
history is as an actual rarable on these mountains, 
through these Valleys, fields, and woods, Coming in 
sight of singing birds, silvery cascades and rills, 
green meadows, blooming flowers, waving fields, 
and all the details of life, beauty, and joy, which 
no general Observation can discern. Atrue history 
of Pennsylvania would be one that would Cluster, 
not around its civil machinery, its Council records, 
its battle-fields and forts, its public officers and 
ßchemes of State policy, but one which would 
thread on its religious history, follow its churches 
as they rose in one Valley and settlement after an- 
other, the pioneerings of its early pastors, and the 
general pjpgress of piety and purity in its families. 
There is not a Valley in the State whose history 
is not prevailingly bound up with its venerable 
churches, and well-fiUed graveyards. These were 
not only the first prominent, sacred, and venerated 
places in the early Settlements, but have always 
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been the centres to which the deepest and most 
earnest thoughts of men have tended, and from 
which have gone out those moulding influences 
which have tnade individuals, families, Valleys, and 
the State itself, as wealthy, worthy, and peaceful, 
as they are. In such a history, German Settle- 
ments, Gennan Valleys, Gennan churohes, German 
pastors, and German life, would cover niany inte- 
resting pages. 

That the German element in Pennsylvania his- 
tory haa not been brought out in its due proportion, 
18 too apparent to need any proof. Of this, per* 
haps, we ought not to complain. Whether it is a 
fault arising from tardiness, or a virtue springing 
from a retired modesty, or something of both, it is 
nevertbeless true, that the Germans are devotedly 
willing to bear the timber and build the scaffolding, 
so that others may erect their temples of honor, 
and then as patiently submit to being oast aside 
because needed no more. But whether they are to 
have credit for the good, or blame for the evil, 
which from them has been infiised into our Penn- 
sylvania nationality, the faet that German life is 
the moulding power in the life of our State, will be 
seen in its spirit for ages to come. 

The ph^ase "German Pennsylvania" is tradi- 
tionally abroad, and will last as long as the phrase 
"Yankee New England." This proverb, like the 
fabled wandering Jew, will travel the earth as a 
testimony, whatever historians may write in books. 
Whether they will claim it, or whether others will 
allow it, the Germans have tumed Penn's woods 
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into fraitful fields — and tbeir blood is the bearer 
of tbe inmost life of tbe State. Tbe Indiana are 
gone, bat tbeir names are still uttered in onr bear- 
ing by tbe sounding mountains, tbe roaring rivers, 
and tbe softer murmur of tbe gentler streams. 
Tbese are tbeir monuments tbat will teil of the 
ancieot people forever. So the Germans may 
yanisby tbeir language may be fbrgotten, tbeir 
babits iraproved into wbat is worse, and tbeir 
records fade from tbe bistoric page ; bat German 
names will stick fast to German towns, coanties, 
townsbips, Valleys^ streams, and bills, tili eartb and 
beaveu tbemselves are cbanged. Tben, too, 
German family names will teil tbe tale. Look 
over tbe State and beyond it, and is not tbeir name 
Legion, for tbey are many. Tbese, it is trae, may 
be changed, — tbe Sbibboletb may be turned into 
Sibboletb, by sucb as ^' cannot frame to pronoance 
it right," yet tbe man of qaaint and carioas lore 
will always be able to trace tbem tbrougb tbeir 
transmigrations, and demonstrate tbat in tbe begin- 
ning tbey were not so. As tbere is a power bebiud 
tbrones, so tbere are monuments back of bistory; 
and wbat bistorians bary, antiquarians will dig 
out — and tbey will sbow to tbe ages to come, wbo 
were the ancient people tbat reigned in the land. 

The extent to which the social spirit of Pennsyl- 
vania bas been moulded by a German element, is 
worthy of all grateful consideration. Moreover, 
•wonderful is it, how certain peculiarities bave ad- 
hered to the German character tbrougb nearly a 
score of centuries, and still appear as prominent 
2* 



Xxiv INTRODTJCTIOK. 

traits, notwithetanding all the modifications wbich 
German life has undergone in America ! Like all 
other nations, they have their faults and follies. 
Whatever nation that be which is without these, 
from it ßhall he eome forth who shall stone thenu. 
für their German eins. Neither by our religion, 
nor by the lessons of our parents, have we been 
taught to reproach our ancestors, or set forth their 
faults before the world. Of their virtues it is pious 
to speak, and where these prevail, they must fornä 
the web upon which history will weave its story. 

Even as heathen, the ancient Germans were 
noble — nobler and purer than anyheathen around 
them. They were stern and steadfast in. their prin- 
ciples, dignified in their deportment, just and true 
in their practiees. "An aboriginal, pure, and 
unmixed people ; they resembled themselves alone." 
Even their physieal characteristics were strikingly 
peculiar, and have been wonderfuUy perpetuated 
in the German family. To see the truth of this 
remark, it is only neeessary to compare the Ger- 
mans of Pennsylvania with the description which 
£ohlraush gives of the ancient Germaus. " Their 
ehest was wide and strong ; their powerful gigantic 
bodies, which the Romans and Gauls could not 
behold without fear, displayed the strength that 
nature had given to this people." Josephus also 
refers to them as "tall and strong." Even from 
infancy, they grew up hardy and solid. "The 
effeminate nations," says one, "who with difficulty 
reared their children during their earliest infancy, 
wondered how those Germans, without cradles or 
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Bwaddling-bands, should grow up to the very fallest 
bloom of health." They used every means in their 
power to keep alive the energies of body and soul. 
Idleness was one of the greatest crimes known 
among them. Whilst they hang the coward, they 
drowned the lazy drone, as being a meaner death ! 

That this physical energy has come down as the 
inheritance of the Germans, all know who are 
acqaainted with this hardy race. From a source 
where no warping prejadice can be suspected, we 
have lately heard these words in relation to the 
Germans of Pennsylvania : " They understand, or 
if they do not understand, they observe the laws 
of health better than even the mral population of 
Massachasetts ; and the resalt is that they are really 
the finest race of men, physically, to be found 
within the borders of the United States. There is 
no where, in all America, an agricultaral popalation, 
the members of which personally tili the soil, that 
has such thews and sinews, such a healthy develop- 
ment, or such generally prolonged life." ^ 

There is that which is better than physical 
strength, and fine, healthy, bodily stamina and 
development. Yet as material resources, mountains 
with bowels of iron, Valleys with strength of soil to 
Cover themselves with waving harvests, ara neces- 
sary to a nation's greatness and glory, so are sound 
bodies required for vigorous souls. While the 
Germans are generally deficient in the preciseness, 
comprehensiveness, and scientific polish of book« 

' Public Ledger. 
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leaming, they are rieh in native talent, vigorous 
common sense, and correct practical knowledge. 
If ignorance is to be aseociated with social, moral, 
and religions degradation — if these are its fmits — 
then we appeal to all who know, wbether that kind 
of ignorance is a prevailing feature in the German 
life of Pennsylvania ? We say onhesitatingly that 
the nncorrupted German spirit is characterized by 
social purity, moral elevation, and a wonderful in- 
stinctive correctness in regard to the principles and 
requirements of Christianity. It has yet to be 
shown that the more showy by-rote intelligence 
which is transferred fi-om tongne to tongue, with 
little exercise of the thinking powers, is either more 
respectable or more valnable for even the higher 
pnrposes of life, than that modest, native sense, 
which is of slow and silent growth, embodying 
itself in sonnd, well-tried maxims, and more ambi- 
tious to find its own right way, than to shine upon 
the path of others. There is a kind of intelligence 
which speaks more tban it thinks, and the mind is 
rather inflated by what has been thought by others, 
than strengthened by what it has thought itself. 
The gold that shines around the finished jewel, 
though it dazzles the eye, is often less pure and 
valuable than that which only modestly gleams in 
the ore; so the intelligence of outward polish is 
often a mere covering of the surface, that deceives 
only the superficial. Who has not had occasion to 
notice that German Christians, in the rural congre- 
gations, lay hold upon religious truth with an 
earnest grasp^ such as is not found in towns and 
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cities, where there is far more of the parade aud 
pretence of intelligence, Their habits of life being 
more quiet and meditative, they retain and digest 
that which with othere makes bat a superficial im- 
pression, and is dispersed amid the haste and hurry 
of business. 

There is also that which is better than intelli* 
gence. To be good is greater than to be wise. 
Historians agree in awarding to the ancient Ger- 
mans a high moral character. Love of country, 
love of justice, honesty in dealing, Submission to 
law and order, were, from the first, as they are still, 
prominent characteristics in the German character. 
The expression, " honest German," has gone forth 
as a proverb, and its passport is acknowledged on 
the way. 

No virtue was more honored or more sacredly 
preserved among the Germans than the queen of 
virtues — chastity. "There," says Tacitus, "no 
one smiles at vice ; and to seduce, or be seduced, 
is not called fashionable: for among the Germans, 
good morals effect more than elsewhere good 
laws." The same author teils us that the marriage 
Union was regarded with the most sacred reverence ; 
it was kept holy and inviolable until death ; and an 
infringement of the matrimonial vow was, accord- 
ing to his testimony, almost unheard of. They 
held that there was something almost divine in a 
virtuous woman ; and they had a respect for the 
female character which almost amounted to vene- 
ration. That these virtues are honored and cher- 
ished in the German social life of Pennsylvania, is 
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known to all who are informed on the Bnbject ; and 
wbere tbey do not appear prominent, it is an evi- 
dence that there a degeneration has taken place 
by foreign influence. 

A prominent feature in their social manners has 
always been hospitality. With the primitive Ger- 
man, " to refuse a stranger, whoever he might be, 
admission to the house, would have been disgrace- 
ful. His table was free and open to all, according 
to his means. If his provisions were exhausted, he 
who was but recently the host, would become the 
güide and conductorof his gue8t,and togethertbey 
would enter, uninvited, the first best house. There 
also they were hospitably received." That this is 
still a feature in the social life of the Qermans, is 
too well known to need any Illustration. 

Calmness and deliberation is also a prominent 
trait in the Qerman character, which has come 
down by inheritance from the earliest ages. The 
ancient Germans frequently held their counsels in 
connectionwithgreat banquets, "when the joyous- 
ness of the feast and society opened the secrets of 
the breast. But on the foUowing day they recon- 
sidered what had been discussed, so that they might 
view it cooUy and dispassionately. They took 
counsel when they could not deceive, and took their 
resolution when fitted for quiet consideration." 
This deliberation has not yet been started into 
hurry by all the cry of haste which rings aronnd. 
The German still decides calmly — thinks more of 
going surely than of going speedily, and firmly be- 
lieves that the race is not always to the swift. 
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Sach are some of the ruling virtues in the German 
life of Pennsylvania which have impressed them- 
selves deeply upon the character of the State, and 
which will continue to modify, in a favorable way, 
it3 general spirit for a .long time to come. It is 
this that makes the study of German social and 
religious life in Pennsylvania interesting to the 
earnest and thonghtful ; and while it is not the 
direct aim of this volume to bring out these features 
of the German character in a formal way, yet we 
hope to have drawn a picture in which they do 
come forward incidentally, and therefore more 
naturally and truly than would be the case in a 
formal argumentative attempt. 

If the German dement, in its bearing upon the 
general life and spirit of the State, has been too 
much overlooked, this has no less been the case in 
regard to its religious importance, both as it regards 
the Lutheran and German Reformed Confessions. 
Proud, in bis history of Pennsylvania, written be- 
tween 1776 and 1780, whilst he gives more or lese 
enlarged descriptions of the small communions of 
the Mennonites, Dunkards, Swenkfelders, and 
others, but barely mentions the German Reformed, 
though they were at the time numerous in the 
land ; and then applies to them the narrow name 
of " German Calvinists," which is not only a name 
they never bore in history, but which few woqld 
apply to them. Gordon, in bis history of Pennsyl- 
vania, written in 1829, says: "At the revolution, 
the Presbyterians, including the Dutch and German 
Calvinistß, formed the most numerous sect in the 
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province, several of the back counties being chiefly 
peopled by them/' It would be difficnit to put 
more confusion into a sentence of equal length. 
Here we have, first, the Presbyterians and Qerman 
Keformed made one — then the German and Dutch 
Reformed as one — ^then the Dutch Reformed located 
in Pennsylvania, where there were at that time few 
found — then, by implication, the Oerman Ke- 
formed are located prevailingly in the westem 
counties, where there were at that time but few — 
and, to crown all, they are nicknamed " German 
Calvinists." It seems, moreover, that this historian 
was of the opinion that there was " nothing in a 
name," since he speaks later of the "Reformed 
Lutberans" — in which original mode of naming 
the German Reformed, the Bishop of New Jersey 
has lately foUowed this historian, except that he 
has so far improved on the title as to make it 
" The German Reformed Lutheran Church ! " 
These are but specimens-— and they are fair ones — 
of what is continually written, and printed, and 
spoken, in the same blundering style. If a man 
writes scientifically about a worm, he is bound to 
call it by its right name, and show that he under- 
stands its habits and ways ; if he fails in this, he 
justly incurs the censure of the scientific. We ask 
only for an application of the same rule in historical 
dealings with venerable and earnest ecclesiastical 
movements among the Germans in America, which, 
whatever may be men's judgments of their intrinsic 
value or historical importance, are nevertheless, to 
say the least, of more account than many worms! 
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This book will show^ we hope, that the German 
Reformed Churcfa, by the aide of tbe Lutheran, has 
acted no unimportant part in the early ecelesiastical 
history of the State ; and that, especially, the labor 
in which Mr. Schlatter was engaged was a matter 
of much greater anxiety and concem with the civil 
authorities, and the ruling spirits among the friends 
of the infant State, than even the most attentive 
reader of Pennsylvania history would have imagined. 
Fpr proof of this remark, we respectfully refer to 
the chapter on the Gharity School seheme, and the 
tale which thereby hangs, as well as to the civil 
policy which evidently underlies his appointment 
to the chaplaincy in the French and Indian War. 

Humble as the attempt is, we venture to offer 
this yolume, first and directly, as the Life and 
Labors of Rev. Michael Schlatter; and then, indi- 
rectly, as a small contribution to the inward civil 
and religions history of our free, peaceful, and 
noble State. 
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LIFE AND UBORS 

REV. MICHAEL SCHLATTER. 

CHAPTER I. 

schlatteb's touth. 

Michael Schlattee is descended from an old, 
very worthy, and respectably related family of St. 
Gall, in Switzerland. Paulus Schlatter, bis father, 
by profession a book-keeper, was an uprigbt and 
excellent man. He was born October 8th, 1685, in 
St. Gall, wbere he lived tili bis death, wbieh 
occurred July lltb, 1748. His mother, a good 
woman, wbose maiden name was Magdalena Zolli* 
kofer, also of St. Gall, was born August lOth, 1695, 
mamed to Paulus Schlatter November 17th, 1713, 
and died January 24th, 1759. 

Paulus Schlatter, the father of Michael, had a 
brother, who was for some time Conrector in the 
Gymnasium of his native town,^ St. Gall, a learned 

* Thig gymnasiam was founded on what was before the 
OonTent of St. Oatbarine, in 1598. 

(27) 
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and piouB man. He was married to a danghter of 
th© Rev. Christopher Stähelin, from 1685 to 1710, 
Professor in the Gymnasinm, and from 1710, np 
to the time of his death, 1727, Pastor in St. Oall ; 
also author of an excellent and well-known treatise 
on the Hiedelberg Catechism. This brother was 
also grand-child of ^^ honorable and leamed" Dean 
Bartholome Wägelin of St. Gall, the author of 
numerous works, and of whom it is said : '^ He 
belonged to a family which has been for a long 
time» one of the most respectable and nseful in his 
paternal town, and whioh in its blooming branches, 
still encoarages tbe sweet hope that it will long 
continue to sustain this position."^ His maternal 
grand-mother was a daughter of the celebrated 
ZoUikofer ; with which family, the father of Michael 
was also related by marriage. A son of Paulus, 
named Christopher, afterwards obtained consider- 
able celebrity as a minister in Holland, and was a 
bosom friend of Michael in his youth. It was no 
doubt through the friendship and influence of this 
cousin, that he was brought to spend a number of 
his early years in that country ; which led also at 
length, in the providence of God, to his becoming 
a missionary to the New World. 

These facts are of account, as showing us the 
social antecedents and youthful surroundings of 
him, the story of whose life we have undertaken 
to relate. 

"We know füll well that a titled ancestry, when 

"^^— ■ ' ' ' ■ ■■ ■ I !■■■ ■ ■■ ■ . ■■ II . .1. ^^— .^.— ^_^ , , I 

^ Fresenii Pastoral Sammlangen, Part yüi. p. 402. 
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it is only of tbis world, is a vanity instead of a 
virtne ; but it is not so with honored picty. A line 
of piouB ancestry has a blessing for those who are 
found in it. The coyenant and the promises — ^yea, 
even the law also — have mercy for children, and 
children's children, of such as keep His covenant, 
and remember His commandments, to do them. 
There is true scriptiiral gronnd for the poet's holy 
exultation : 

"My boast m not that I derive my birth 
From loins enthroned, and ralen of the earth ; 
Bat higher far my proad pretensions rise, 
The 8on of parents passed into the skies V 

Michael Schlatter was born in St. Gall — atthat 
time one of the largest towns in Switzerland, lying 
beautifuUy between two mountains, and on the 
bank of the Steinach — on the 14th of July, in 
the year of our Lord, 1716. Biest with pious 
parents, he was early devoted to Qod, in the cove- 
nant and grace of holy baptism. Being the first 
child of his parents, he was an object of special 
tenderness and solicitade daring his infantile years. 
His early powers of mind and heart were nurtured 
and nnfolded, not only in the bosom of a Christian 
&mily, bat also in the society of a circle of intelli- 
gent and pions relatives, and in the religious 
atmosphere of a congregation blest at the time 
with snch an excellent religious spirit as'God always 
inspires nnder the faithfal ministry of such men as 
the devoted Stähelin. 

'fhe p^rochial schools, and the Gymnasium of St 
Oall) iti which his excellent uncle was one of the 
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ProfeMors, was no donbt animated by the same 
decidedly religions life. Spending his boyhood 
and jouth in the midst of such social, literary, and 
religious advantages all combined, his spirit re- 
ceived a strong and happy bias in the rightdirection 
from his earliest years. Good seed sown in the 
heart in early life remaineth, and thoagh the world's 
desolating winter should afterward seem to blight 
and blast what has commenced growing, yet will 
it live, and in due time ripen into a glorious harvest. 
Early religious impressions in the heart are true 
prophets, nnceasingly foretelling of good to come, 
and urging toward it. 

Having arrived at the proper age, which, accord- 
ing to the good old Beformed order, was as early 
as the foarteenth year — ^in his case, it seems to have 
been even earlier — he wasadmitted to Confirmation, 
and a füll communion with the Church in the 
partioipation of the Holy Supper. At this time 
also, he had already passed through the Gymnasium 
of his native town, which, however, at that time 
afforded but limited advantages. He was now 
placed under the Instruction of Professor Waegelin.^ 
He had not long been under this good man's care, 
when he became restless ; looking longingly toward 
the horizon, his spirit began to feel the stirrings 
of a strong desire to go forth into the wide, wide 

' ** Lebens beschreibangen Sämmtticber Eyangelischen Geist 
liecben von der Reformation an ;" in the Library of St. Galt. 
Eztracts from this work, and other yalaable facts pertainiiig to 
Mr. Schlatter's early life, have been kindly farnished us by 
Bot. J. Glinz, Beformed Pastor in St. Chül. 
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,„rid-. ™,,ng spiri. wiich follo-ed M» ™o„ 

orless through life, and when properly restrained 
by a niaturer judgmeDt, became an element in bis 
nature, wbicb fitted bim for bis future pioneering 
work. At tbis time, bowever, tbis disposition 
became a snare to bim, entangling bim in a course 
of conduct not tobe justified. He left St. Gall 
witbout tbe knowledge of biß parents, and went to 
Holland to visit some relatives residing tbere. 

After baving spent a sbort time witb bis friends, 
be went to Helmstadt, in tbe Dacby Brunswick, 
in nortb-western Qermany, wbere tbere was a 
University at tbe time. How long be remained 
tbere is not known ; it was, bowever, but a brief 
period. From tbis place be went fartber, witb a 
travelling companion, named Huemer, of Berne, in 
Switzerland ; after wbicb, be returned to bis native 
town of St. Gall, wbere be placed bimself again 
tmder tbe tnition of Professor Wägelin. Tbis wbole 
tour be made in a very sbort time, so tbat be could 
not bave been detained long in any of tbe places 
he visited. After baving studied yet some time 
witb Professor Waegelin, on tbe lOtb of April, 1730, 
lacking still a few days of being fourteen years of 
age, be was examined and accepted as a candidate 
for tbe boly ministry. 

Afterwards be went again to Holland, wbere be 
was employed for some time as a teacber. On tbis 
Visit be seems to bave spent a number of years in 
Holland ; but wbetber be was all tbat time employed 
in teacbing does not appear. He seems to bave 
been inducted fuUy into tbe boly office in Holland. 
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ßetaruing again to bis native land, be took a 
vicariate with, and under Deacon Briel, in Wigol- 
dingen, in the canton of Thurgau, where he entered 
upon bis duties, August 17tb, 1745. 

He remained but a sbort time in this Situation. 
Toward tbe close of tbe year 1745, be became 
Sabbatb evening preacber in tbe cburcb in Linte- 
buebl, a suburb of St. Qall. Tbis Situation also, 
be occupied but a sbort time ; for on tbe 9tb of 
January, 1746, we find bim again leaving bis native 
town and country for Amsterdam, in Holland, wbere 
be offered bis Services to tbe Reverend Deputies of 
tbe Synod of Soutb and Nortb Holland, for tbe 
Service of tbe destitute cburcbes in Pennsylvania, 
wbicb were at tbe time, and bad been for some 
years before, calling for belp. 

From tbese facts in bis early life, it appears tbat 
young Scblatter was possessed of an active, some- 
wbat restless and roving disposition. Thougb tbese 
cbaracteristics betrayed bim into errors of conduct, 
an earnest survey of tbis period of bis life must 
lead US to discover alike in tbe evil and tbe good, 
tbe stirrings of tbe spirit of an important mission, 
wbicb realized itself in bis future labors and success 
in tbe New World. 

In Holland, wbere be bad sojoumed for some 
years, intelligence concerning tbe religious desti- 
tutions among tbe Germans in America, was con- 
stantly received. From bis own Switzerland also, 
many bad gone to tbis distant land of promise, 
wbo, in letters to tbeir friends, reported tbe great 
Spiritual destitutions wbicb existed in tbe land 
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of their adoptioD, and sigbed, in sad remembrauce, 
after the pleasant sanctuary Services, which, in 
fonner days, they bad enjoyed in tbe sbadow of 
their beloved Alps. It was tbis '^ sigbing of tbe 
prisoners/' tbat inclined tbe beart of young 
Scblatter toward a foreign field, and induced bim 
to seek a mission to bis bretbren of tbe Eeformed 
faitb in Pennsybrania, wbose iraploring petitions 
bad reacbed bis ear across tbe rolling Atlantic.^ 
On tbe tbresbold of tbis mission be now Stands. 

^ Ast famam de Pastoram in Pennsylvania pennria aadiens, 
et in extraneum Miniaterium pronus, ablegatos est. TutimO' 
nials hy the Deputies cU the Hague, September lOth, 1751. See 
Freneni'fl Fast. Saml. Part xii. p. 354. 



CHAPTER II. 

sohlattek's uissiok to ameeioa. 

1746. 

It wonld not be correct to say tfaat the object of 
Schlatter's mission into this countiy was to fonnd 
or establish tbe Qerman Reformed Churcb here. 
This caD be said of bis mission only in a limited 
sense. The Cburch existed here before bis arrival, 
not only in germ, but also with something of a 
bistory. His mission was ratber to organize the 
already existing congregations, to unite them more 
closely with one another, and with the mother 
Cburch in the Fatherland, so that, by mutual co^ 
Operation, the infant Churcb might be- more firmly 
established, and more readily supplied with such 
aid as it needed in its weak, scattered, and destitute 
condition. 

Members of the German Reformed Churcb began 

to emigrate to Pennsylvania soon after the Pro- 

vince was confirmed to William Penn under the 

Oreat Seal, which important event took place on 

the 4th of March, 1681. The news of great 

Privileges opened up in this mild province of the 

New World was soon beard as good tidings along 

the Rhino and in the quiet Valleys of Switzerland. 

As early as 1684 or '85, a society, consiating, at 

first, of ten prominent gentlemen residing at 

(34) 
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Frankfort, was formed, called tbe '^ Frankfort 
Land Company," the object of which was to send 
out Bettlers. They purchased large tracts of land ; 
5350 acres in Oerman townships, now German- 
town, and 22,377 acres in Manatawny, in Berks 
county. Oradaally, other lands were also pur- 
chased by this Company, and settlers and set1;ie« 
ments of Qermans foUowed. . Though the very 
first Qermans in Pennsylvania, who settled at 
Germantown, were Friends, or Quäkers, from 
Cresheim, near Worms, in the Palatinate ; yet such 
as were of other faith, soon foUowed, and amocg 
them, the greatest number were families of Re« 
formed. 

'^Kot long after the first settlement," says a 
venerable document, "many of the oppressed 
inhabitants of Germany, and particularly out of 
the Palatinate, and in the districts ' of Nassau, 
Waldek, Witgerstein, and Wetteran, emigrated 
to Pennsylvania, with their wives and children, and 
the prooeeds of the property which they had sold, 
whether more or less Among them are Mennon« 
ites, Lutherans, and Bcformed, but at this time 
(1730,) the Eeformed, holding to the Old Reformed 
Confession, constitute more than one half of the 
whole number, being about fifteen thousand/'^ 

From this time forward, German emigrations 
continued and increased. Between 1700 and 1746, 
when Schlatter arrived, thousands came in, and 

' Report and instractions by the SjDod of South Holland, 
met at Bredtt in July, 1730. See a Translation by Dr. Dewitt, 
in Ob. Intel. Febraary Ist, 1855. 
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located in the diflferent Valleys of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. Even those 
Germans — many of whom were Reformed — who 
first went to England at the invitation of Queen 
Anne, and later emigrated into the Province of 
Kew York, afterwards, on acoonnt of bad treat- 
ment by the civil anthorities, left, and came to 
Pennsylvania, to swell the nnmber of Beformed 
already in the Province. 

Many of tbese emigrants were trnly pious, and 
thongh not able to bring their ministers, brought 
with them their catechisms, Hymn books, and 
other devotional books, and in some cases, also 
pious schoolmasters. They formed congregations 
and schools; and where they had no ministers, 
sought to edify each other by singing, and listening 
to sermons and prayers read by the schoolmaster. 

In this way they sought to edify one another, 
and make up, as best they could, for the want of 
regulär church ministrations. In various localities, 
germs of congregations were now beginning to 
show an infant growth, and in their healthy, 
though feeble life, to give promise of future good. 
A log church was built at Skippach, in 1726, and 
in many places thronghout Eastem and Southern 
Pennsylvania, soon after. Infant congregations, 
worshipping more or less publicly, existed earlier. 
We find Reverends Boehm, Weiss, Bechtel, Goet- 
scbius, Beiger, Wirtz, Dorstius, and Miller, from 
1726 on, extending their iabors, in an independent 
way it is true, but with considerable success, over 
various German Settlements. When Mr. Schlatter 
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arrived, be found some forty-six congregations, 
under Organization more or less perfecta and some 
of them numbering a large membersbip. He esti- 
mated tbe numbor of German Beformed in this coun- 
try at that time, to be aboat tbirty tboasand, so tbat 
tbey bad doubled since tbe year 1730. A similar 
emigration of Lutherans was of course, also going on 
dnring tbis period, tbongb not in sucb great numbers. 
Tbe settlement of tbe Dutcb Beformed in tbe 
Provinee of New York was earlier ; and tbe atten- 
tion of tbe cburcb in Holland baving been turned 
toward tbeir bretbren in America, and tbeir affeo- 
tionate care being extended over tbem, tbey became 
acquainted also, at an early day, witb tbe destita- 
tions among tbe Germans in Pennsylvania. Tbere 
were, moreover, Settlements of tbose Germans wbo 
came in under tbe patronage of Queen Anne, along 
tbe North river, and in tbe Valley of tbe Mobawk, 
as early as 1707. Tbese ^' built bouses and cburcbes, 
and cleared fields and meadows.''^ Tbe greatest 
number of tbese, as already mentioned, afterwar(£ 
removed to Pennsylvania, but some remained. 
Tbere were also early Dutcb and German settlers, 
ßide by side in New Jersey, and even in Bucks 
county, Pennsylvania; so tbat tbese bretbren of 
tbe same faitb, tbougb tbey spoke a difierent 
language, were still not strangers to one anotber. 
Tbus tbe religious destitutions were to some extent^ 
at least, on tbe same territory ; and tbe Germans 
seeing tbeir Dutcb bretbren cared for by tbe Motber 

" ■■■ ■ - I ■ ■ L ■ ■ ■ 

I Prof, Kulm'» trvrda in 1748, p. 410. 

4 
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church, were very naturally induced to seek assist- 
ance through the same Channel. 

It was in this way also, tbat the care of the Infant 
German Reformed chnrches in Pennsylvania feil 
nnder Charge of the Classis of Amsterdam. The 
Dutch emigrants were nnder the immediate patron- 
age of the Directors of the Dntch West India Com- 
pany, who were chiefly Citizens of Amsterdam. 
Hence they very naturally sought their aid in pro- 
cnring ministers for their chnrches. The Directors 
of this Company, when they received letters from 
the chnrches in the new colony, immediately placed 
them in the hands of the ministers in that city, as 
the proper persons to attend to these wants.^ In 
this way, the applications for ministers came 
before the Classis of Amsterdam, which classis, on 
account of its location, in and around the promi- 
nent port, very naturally became the organ through 
which the Synods of Holland exten ded their care, 
sympathy, and aid, to the colonial chnrches. On 
Äbcount of the praise-worthy zeal w^th which this 
classis interested itself in the feeble American 
chnrches, it became also the Channel of communi- 
cation between the German Heformed churches of 
the New World, and the Fatherland; so that 
ministers from Germany and Switzerland were 
solicited and received through this Channel. 

We find, accordingly, that at a very early day, 
those German Keformed ministers who labored in 
Pennsylvania before the arrival of Schlatter, and 

' Ger. Ref. Mag. yol. i. p. 17. Hist. Eztract from the Dutch 
Bef. Mag. 
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Who did not come in through the classis of Am- 
sterdam, were in correspondence with it. In tho 
correspondence of the committee of the classis of 
Amsterdam with the ministers of the Reformed 
Diitch chiirches in New Tork, from 1725 to 1730, 
there are incidental references to the infant German 
Keformed chiirches in Pennsylvania, manifesting 
an interest in them. There are letters extant from 
this classis to Rev. John Philip Boehm, as early as 
1728, and to Weiss, as early as 1781.' 

It was, however, through the Rev. George Michael 
-Weiss, a native of the Palatinate, on the Rhine, who 
came to America in 1727, sentby the upper consistory 
or classis of the Palatinate, and assisted on his way 
by the classis of Amsterdam, that the wants of the 
German Reformed churches in Pennsylvania were 
first presented to the Church of Holland in such a 
way as to call forth its formal action. 

A number of German Reformed members were, 

at that time, emigrating from the Palatinate, and 

, the Church Judicatory was moved in commisera- 

' ßev. Dr. Dewitt, Ch. Intel. Sept. 23d, 1852. See also "a 
writing from the chissis of Amsterdam to the Ministers and 
Brethren of the Reformed Church in Pennsylvania,'^ in regard 
to Rev. Boehm, in the Author's **Live8 and Labors of the 
Fathers of the Qerman Reformed Church in Enrope and 
America," embodied in the Life of Rev. J. P. Boehm ; a copy 
of which bas been kindlj furnished by Rev. Levin T. Reiche!, 
from the Bethlehem Archives, where the original is preserved. 
It is dated June 20tb, 1729. There is another letter extant 
from the classis of Amsterdam to "the Brethren in Pa.," 
^ted Nov. 28th, 1728, which we have not seen. See Ch. Int 
Sept. 23d, 1852. 
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tion for them and took prompt action in their 
behalf. The resolt was tbe sending of Mr. Weiss. 
Ho arrived in the same ship with about four hun- 
dred emigrants — ^'natives and late inhabitants of 
the Palatinate upon the Rhine and places adjacent 
eniigrating into Pennsylvania, in hope and expecta- 
tion of finding a retreat and peaceable settlement 
therein."^ They settled on Skippach, where a con- 
Bistorj and congregation was organized, with Mr. 
Weiss as pastor, and a wooden church immediately 
built« Mr. Weiss found, however, that one church 
and bis single-banded labors were '^ sadly insuffi- 
cient to the thousands separated at great distances, 
8ome a hundred or two hnndred miles from each 
other, as they begin to be scattered through the 
whole land."^ He reported the State of thiogs to 
the consistory of the Palatinate, which, in the 
oppressed and straitened circumstances of the Re- 
formed Church in that country — itself needing 
foreign aid at the time for the support of their 
ministers and schoolmasters — feit inadequate to 
aiFord the necessary relief alone. They accordingly 
wrote to the Synods of the Netherlands as early as 
1728, urging the claims of these emigrants upon 
their religious sympathies and assistance.^ Thus, 
at the Synod at Breda, in July, 1730, " there were 
Communications from the Upper Consistories of 

' Oolonial Records of Penn., yol. iii., p. 283-284. 

' Report and Instructions of the Synod of South Holland, 
July, 1730. 

* See Letter of the Deputies of tbe classis of Amsterdam to 
Supt. Wirtz in Zürich, May 3d, 1752. 
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Heidelberg, and from the Gerraan Keformed in 
Pennsylvania, soliciting the . aid and superinten- 
dence of the Synods of Holland in planting 
churches in America.^ 

This gave rise to a pamphlet entitled, " Report, 
giving information in Eelation to the Colony and 
Church of Pennsylvania; composed and published 
by the Deputies of the S.everend Synod of South 
Holland, and the Committee of the Ciaseis of 
Delft and Schieland." This report speaks " of the 
increasing numbers of Gerinan immigrants ; gives 
xeasons why the Church of Holland should lend a 
helping band, and take the Infant churches under 
their carc and protection, by contributing means 
for the building of churches — as five were now 
needed— and bringing them under a common and 
regulär order of church government.^ The report 
included in this pamphlet was acted upon by the 
Synod of South Holland, met at Breda, in July, 
1730. Though it was estimated that there were, 
at that time, fifteen thousand German Reformed 
in Pennsylvania, yet still their numbers were an- 
nually increased.^ In 1731, while the Synod was 

> Dr. Dewitt, Christ. Intel., Feb. 1, 1855. 

« Rev. Dr. Dewitt in Ch. Intel., Sept. 23d, 1852. 

' " There is besides, in this Proyince, a vnst number of 
Palatines, and they oome in still every year. Those that have 
come in of late years are mostly Presbyterians, or, as they call 
themselTes, Reformed, from the Palatinate being aboat three- 
fifths of that sort of people. They did use to come to me for the 
baptism of their children, and many have joined with us in the 
other sacrament.^' — Letter of Rev. Jedidiah Andrews^ of 
Fhüaddphia^ to Bev, Thomas Prince, of Bo$ton, daied Augusi 

4 * 
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in BessioQ in Dortrecbt, eight hondred exiled Pala- 
tines passed through the place to take ships at 
Rotterdam for America. Thej were visited by the 
whole Synod in a body, and were furnished by them 
with provisions and medicines. After Christian 
exhortation, prayer, and einging, they were dis-* 
missed with the assurance that they migbt rely 
upon the Church of Holland for support in their 
new abode.^ 

From this time forward, to the arrival of Mr. 
Schlatter, a correspondence more or lese regulär 
was kept up between the German Reformed minis- 
ters in Pennsylvania, and the church of Holland, 
and aid in ministers, schoolmasters, and other means 
expected and received from that country, as well 
as from Germany and Switzerland, chiefly through 
the classis of Amsterdam.^ 

There is a letter extant addressed by Eev. Weiss 
to the classis of Amsterdam, dated April 29th, 1738, 
in which he alludes to their previous relations; the 
correspondence is recognized as still continuing, 
and he gratefuUy acknowledges their care for the 
churches in Pennsylvania,^ Rev. Boehm, also, in 

lith, 1730. See Hazard's Register of Penn.^ vol, jrV,, pp, 
199-202. 

> Rev. Dr. Dewitt in Cb. Intel., Sept. 23d, 1852. 

' Tbis classis had a standing committee to attend to the cor^ 
respondenee and general business in the interrals of its meet- 
ings. These were called Deputies. They sign themselvcs, in 
the earlier correspondence, ** Deputati utriusgu^ Synodi ;** yiz : 
of the two Synods of South and North Holland. More fre- 
quently, ** DeptUati classis Anstel, ad res extemasJ* 

* See a oopy in Dr. Mayer's MS., yol. i., p. 9. 
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transferring to Holland the minutes of the GcBtus 
of the year 1748, refers to letters which he and his 
co-laborers ^ had sent over before Rev. Schlatter's, 
replies to which they had expected him to bring. 

From the time when the church of Holland was 
first formally interested in behalf of the German 
Beformed emigrants in Pennsylvania, througb the 
charch of the Palatinate in 1730, it manifested a 
praise-worthy diligence for its corafort and relief. 
Througb the classis of Amsterdam, and by direct 
effort, the Synods of North and South Holland 
eamestly sought reliable information in regard to 
their wants, and the best way of affording them 
relief. We find that in the year 1748, they wrote 
to the Presbyterian Synod of Philadelphia, through 
Eev. Dorstius, of Bucks county, presenting in- 
quiries and proposals in reference to the Dntch and 
German church es. ^ 

^ " Unseren letzten Briefe," &e. See minutes, 1748. The 
original is in possession of Kev. Dr. Dewitt. See a copj in my 
tdI. of ms. collections ; also in Dr. Mayer's MS., vol. i., p. 10-14. 

'*'The Rev. Mr. Dorstias, pastor of the Reformed Datch 
Church in Bucks county, laid a letter before us from the depu- 
ties of North and South Holland, wherein they desire of the 
Synod an account of the State of the High and Low Dutch 
churches in this Proyince, and also of the churches belonging 
to the Presbyterian Synod of Philadelphia, and whether the 
Dutch churches may be joined in communion with said Synod ; 
or, if this may not be, that they would form themselves into a 
regulär body and government among themselves. In pur- 
suance of this letter, the Synod agree that letters be wrote in 
the name of the Synod to the deputies of these Synods in Hol- 
land in Latin, and to the Scotoh ministers in Rotterdam, giving 
them an account of the churches here, and declaring cur wil- 
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So mach it was decmed necessary to say in rc- 
gard to the State and bistory of tbe Oerman Ee- 
formed churches in Pennsylvania, previous to tbe 
arrival of Mr. Scblatter, to enable ns to gain a 
clear and correct view, both of the necessity and 
natnre of such a mission as was entrusted to bim. 

The number of ministers at that early day, was 
small ; and they labored in^ an almost entireiy 
isolated way. The churches were weak, lay remote 
from one another, and were exposed to tbe inroads 
of nnwortby and unordained ecclesiastical vagrants, 
as there was no general Organization to keep watch. 
There were no means of educating ministers for 
the German churches in tbis country, and in case 
one with proper piety and tbeological attainments 
presented himself, it was very difficult to procure 
regulär Ordination for bim.' Nor was there any 
proper organ through which the churches could 
prosent their wants to the Motber Church in Europe, 
and by which such help as sbould be provided, in 
men and means, could be properly and eflSciently 
applied. In short, Organization was needed, and 



lingnesfl to join with Calvinist Datch churches faere to assist 
each other as far as possible in promoting the common interests 
of religion among ns, and signifying the present great want of 
ministers among the High and Low Dutch, with the desire 
that they maj help in edacating men for the work of the roin- 
istry. And Synod ordered that Messrs. Andrews, Gross, 
Evans, jr., and the Moderator, do write said letters." — Recards 
(f the Presh, Church, p, 174. Acts of the Synod of Phüaddr 
fhia, May 23d, 1744. 

>Rev. GoetBchiüs, Wirtz, and Miller, recelTed ordmatioh 
from the Presbyterians.' 
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to this end, an Organizer was necessary — one 
who sbould como with authority from the Mother 
church, with definite plans and proposals, according 
to which aid was to be furnished, and with the 
necessary qualifications for superintending the work 
of gathering and consolidating the American 
church, and bringing it into a condition to be 
generally and permanently benefited by the aid 
which was ready to be furnished for that purpose. 
Mr. 8chlatter having, as stated in the previons 
chapter, appeared in Amsterdam, presented himself 
before the Depnties of the Synods of South and 
Korth Hollandy and been approved by them, he 
received the necessary credentials and instructions 
carefuUy and particularly drawn out His duties, 
as more particularly defined in his instructions, 
included the following points : 

1. He was to visit the different Settlements through- 
out which the Keformed sheep were scattered, to 
gather and organize them into churches where tbis 
was not already done, and where imperfectiy 
organized congregations existed, to induce them to 
designate proper persons as Eiders and Deacons, 
whom he was to ordain and instal, and thus orga* 
nize consistories — he was at the same time to preach 
to them on his yisits, administer the Holy Supper, 
baptize their children, prepare proper church 
records, and record the names of the members and 
their baptized children. 

2. He was to ascertain what amount each con- 
gregation could and would give annually toward 
sustaining a minister who should be sent among 
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them, and take their definite pledge for the sum 
promised ; and where he found any one congrega- 
tion too sniall and poor to pledge an adequate 
amonnt, he was to induce them to unite with the 
nearest neighboring congregations, and thus to 
form charges of as many churches as could con- 
veniently be combined nnder the care of one 
minister. 

3. He was to visit the ministers already in the 
field, enlist their sympathies and Cooperation in his 
mission, to promote concord of action among them, 
and to form an annnal Ccetus, or Synod, of the 
existing Ministers and Eiders, for the oversight of 
the churches, and as a responsible organ for the 
transmission of annnal reports to the Synods of 
Holland. 

4. He was to pay annnal Visits to the ministers 
and consistories, to enquire into the state of the 
churches : whether any difficulties existed, whether 
they adhered to the faith and customs of the church, 
whether the salary was adequate, punctually paid, 
and from what sourcö it was derived ? He was to 
make a report of these visits to the Coetus when 
formed, and through it to the Synods of Holland. 

5. When this work should be accomplished, he 
was to preach as the other pastors, ip such congre- 
gations äs might call him, having at the same 
time an eye also to such destitute points as should 
from time to time come to his knowledge. 

Such was the nature of Schlatter's mission — a 
much needed, great, and good work. 
He had arrived in Holland in January. During 
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the winter, all the preliminaries were arranged. 
"With the opening spring came the time to sail. 
His Instructions are dated May 23d, 1746 ; and oa 
the Ist day of June, he went on board, committing 
himself first to the protection of his Father in 
Heaven, and then to the winds and the waves, 
which, as His own angels, ^^do His commandments^ 
hearkening unto the voice of His Word." 



CHAPTER III. 

f 

SCHLATTBR'S FIBST LABORS IN AHBBICA. 

1T46-1751. 

His voyage was prosperoasy thoogh it was not 
Dlade without some peril. As particalars are given 
in bis Journal, it is not necessary to record them 
here. After a voyage of just two months, he 
arrived at Boston on the Ist of August, 1746, 
whence he proceeded by way of Newport and New 
York to Philadelphia, which place he reached in 
health and safety on the 6th day of September. 

On his arrival at Philadelphia, Mr. Schlatter was 
very kindly welcomed by the Eiders of the German 
Beformed Church, one of whom received him into 
his house, where he lived and boarded, whenever 
he was not absent on missionary journeys, for a 
period of eight months. The eongregation there, 
was at that time served once a month by Rev. 
John Philip Boehm, who resided at Witpen, in 
what is now Montgomery county. The eongrega- 
tion numbered about one hundred members, and 
since 1734 had worshipped in a rented building;' 

^ This was a frame building, which had once been a barn, 
bat had been converted into a charch by the Reformed. " Bis- 
bieher/' says Schlatter, in 1747, " ist die Gemeinde in ein altes 
Kleines Haus von Bretteren aufgeschlagen gegangen vom yahr 

(48) 
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A 

but were at the time, erecting a stone church on the 
eite of the present Bace street church. 

Mr. Schlatter found Philadelphia the next town 
in size to Boston. It lay snugly fastened with one 
side to the Delaware, and contained something over 
10,000 inhabitants. It was a littlo more than a 
mile long up and down the Delaware, and one-half 
a mile wide. It contained seven streets lengthwise 
north and soath, in which a small one, named 
Water street, is not reckoned« It had also seven 
streets running east and west. The charches were: 
1. The English church. 2. The Swedish church. 

3. The German Evangelical (Lutheran) church. 

4. The old Presbyterian church. 6. The German 
Eeformed church. Besides two Quaker meeting- 
houses, one Anabaptist, one Roman Catholic, and 
one Moravian church. '^ The old German Keformed 
church," says Prof. Kalm, a Swedish traveller, in 
1748, " is situated in the north-western part of the 
town, and resembles in its construction the church 
m Ladugords-place, in Stockholm. It is not yet 
entirely finished, although they have preached in 
it for some years." The same writer says : " The 
German Eeformed have their grave-yard to one 
side without the town, and not at the church." 

1734 im November, mit der Lutherischen Gemeinde ein Sontag 
um den anderen. Hernach aber, nach dem die Evangelischen 
eine Kirche von Steinen Anno 1744 gebaut haben, allein, und 
bezahlten yährlich an Herrn William Allen die Summa von 
£, 4.'' This church stood " in der Arch striet bej dem Quaker 
Kirchhof.'' Another description says it stood *' in Mulberry 
street, near fifth street/' which is the same» Hasard's Keg. 
vol. iv. p. 369. 
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This was the north-east corncr of the present 
Franklin sqnare, wbich was at that time, oatside 
of the town. Such were the narrow limits of 
Philadelphia when Mr. Schlatter entered it. The 
small spot which then constituted "the town," 
would be somewhat difficult to find amid the 
immense wilderness of houses and beings of the 
Philadelphia which now is. 

Though Mr. Schlatter made bis bome in Phila- 
delphia from bis arrival tili he left on bis mission 
to Earope, late in the year 1750, yet he was not 
muob at bome. Mach of bis time was taken up 
in missionary visits through New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, and Virginia, of which we will 
not here speak, as a füll account of these travels 
and toils is given in bis Journal. 

Previous to Mr. Schlatter's arrival, as already 
mentioned, the congregation in Philadelphia was 
visited once a month by Rev. Mr. Boehm. This 
was, however, too little service for them, and too 
inconvenient to the venerable man who had a 
large fiel^ beside, and lying distant from it. Mr. 
Schlatter took early measures, with the füll consent 
of Mr. Boehm, to unite the congregation at Ger- 
mantown ^ with Philadelphia into a charge, to be 

^ A Qerman Beformed coDgregation had ezisted at German- 
town mach earlier than this. It had beea served hy Rev. 
Johaones Bechtel, who was a German Reformed ministem in 
this county, as early as 1727. This congregation had, however» 
been yacant for some years. A very interesting posttion did 
this Bechtel occupy in those early times. See the Author's 
" Lives and Labors of the Fathers of the German Reformed 
C horch in Europe and America.'' 
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served by one minister. This arrangement was 
completed on the 18th of September, 1746 ; bat as 
there was no one to take regulär charge of them, 
they were supplied jointly by Boehm and ßchlatter 
— the latter preacbing for tbem whenever he was 
not absent on joumeys. 

Meanwhile, these united congregations became 
daily more anxions for a regulär pastor. They 
made an eamest application to Mr. Schlatter, pre- 
senting }iim with a unanimous call. Mr. Boehm, 
who, on account of advanced age and increasing 
injärmities, was anxious to be released from this 
care, urged upon Mr. Schlatter to yield to their 
solicitations, which he at length did, upon condi« 
tion that Mr. Boehm would continue to visit them 
monthly for six months longer, that he might con- 
tinue his missionary joumeys through the interior. 
Accordingly, on New Year's day, 1747, Mr. Boehm 
installed him in Philadelphia as regulär pastor of 
that congrögation. Later — having, in the mean- 
time, made a journey to several churches in Eastern 
Pennsylvania— on the 15th of February, Mr. Boehm 
also installed him in the congregation of German- 
town. From this time on, he served them as much 
as he could, while he continued his visits and work 
among the scattered congregations of the country. 
He, höwever, declined receiving any salary for the 
first year, "in order," he says, "that by deed I 
might convince them that I did not serve them 
merelyfor the sake of my bread." 

The Summer of 1747 was spent in various ex- 
tended missionary visits, for the purpose of preach- 
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ing, baptizing children, and administering the 
Holy Supper in vacant congregations, and organ- 
izing them into charges with a view of locating 
pastors as fast as they could be procured. Mean- 
while, as often as he could, he returned to Phila- 
delphia to minister to his charge. 

Having sought out a companion for life, he 
entered into the bonds of holy matrimony on the 
llth of October, 1747, with Maria Henrica Schlei- 
dorn, daughter of Henry Schleidorn and Elizabeth, 
his wife, whose maiden name was Tonaillier.* This 
family was formerly from the city of Hamburg, in 
Germany, but then resided in New York. He 
frequently alludes to his companion in the tender- 
est manner, which fumishes the best evidence that 
he was devoted to her and she to him, that Provi- 
deiice had directed his choice, and that she had 
proved herseif a "helpmeet" in his labors, and a 
true consolation amid his various trials and cares. 

Agreeably to his instructions, Mr. Schlatter had 
early turned his attention towards the Organization 
of a regulär Synod, feeling that in this way only 
could he render his labors and success efficient and 
permanent. Accordingly, as early as the autumn 
of 1746, he had already consulted with the four 
regulär Qerman Keformed ministers in Pennsyl- 
vania, Boehm, Weiss, Eeiger, and Dorstius, on 
the subject, and invited them to meet in Philadel- 

' Mr. Schleidom was a prominent and wealthj merchant in 
New York. I have seen the portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Schlei- 
dorn. They are preserred in the familj of his grandson, Mr. 
Snyder, of Manayunk, now deceased. 
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phia on the 12th of October. This meeting took 
place at the appointed time, and all were present 
except Mr. Dorstius, who was providentially de- 
tainedy bat greeted the assembly by a friendly 
letter. This was the first time these ministers had 
been together, though some of them had already 
labored for twenty years in the American field. 
It does not seem that they entered into a regulär 
Organization at this first meeting, bat conferred 
together on the interests of the charches, and 
drew ap some " Articles of Peace," ' which were 
signed by all, and no doubt intended as a prelimi- 
nary step to a fatare synodical Organization« This 
meeting was a delightfal and profitable one, aniting 
their hearts in tender Christian love, strengthening 
them for their labors, and filling the destitute 
charches with hope and encouragement. 

Mr. Schlatter feit that as the Organization of a 
Synod was a matter of great importance, so it 
was also a matter of great solemnity, and shonld 
be approached with proper deliberation and prepa- 
ration. On the 22d of May, 1747, he visited New 
York, " in order to confer with the Reverend min- 
isters there in regard to the founding of a Bynod 
of the German congregations in these regions."^ 

During the sammer of 1747, Mr. Schlatter con- 
tinued his nsoal Visits throagh the interior, taking 
occasion to speak with ministers and eiders on the 
subjeet of a Synod. In the month of August, he 

> ''Auch darch ünterschreibüng gewisser aufgesetzter 
Friedens-Artickel bekräftigte/' Schlatter's Journal, p. 36. 
"»Schlatter's Journal, p. 46. 
5* 
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" addressed circular letters to all the ministere and 
eiders of the German Reformed congregations to 
invite them in the most friendly and fraternal 
manner to attend the first ecclesiastical Synod or 
Assembly, which was contemplated to be held on 
the 29th of September in this year." The day, 
toward which Mr. Schlatter had looked forward 
with great interest, arrived. Thirty-one, including 
ministers and eiders, convened in Mr. Schlatter's 
house, from whence, at 9 o'elock in the morning, 
they proeeeded to the Church, where the Rev. 
J. B. Reiger opened the Synod with a sermon, 
fonnded on the one hundred and thirty-third Psalm 
— a very appropriate text for such an occasion. In 
the afternoon, at two o'clock, the first session was 
commenced, " which was opened with prayer and 
closed with thanksgiving — ^the same was also done 
at every subsequent session."^ Thus the Synod 
of the German Reformed Church was happily or- 
ganized in Philadelphia, September 29th, in the 
year of our Lord, 1747. 

It may not be an unnecessary digression here to 
record that the ministers of the Dutch Reformed 
Church were, at the same time, engaged in the 
preliminaries for the Organization of an ecclesias- 
tical Judicatory or Ccetus in this country. As 
early as 1737, there was a meeting composed of 
five Dutch ministers held at New York. " At this 
meeting, the plan of a Ccetus or assembly of min- 
isters and eiders, subordinate to the Classis of 
Amsterdam, was first proposed, matured, and des- 

* Scblatter's Journal, p. 46. 
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patched to the different churches for their concur- 
rence." A second meeting was held, April 27th, 
1738 ; also at New York, at which nine ministers 
and eleven eiders were in attendance.^ " At this 
meeting, such reports were received from the 
churches to which the plan of a Ccetus had been 
sent, as induced those present to ratify and adopt 
it. The plan, thus adopted, was immediately sent 
over to the Classis of Amsterdam for the approba- 
tion of that body. Whether this plan was at first 
disagreeable to the Synod, or whether other cir- 
cumstances occasioned the delay, is not known; 
but it does not appear that the approbation of the 
Classis reached this country until the latter end of 
the year 1746, or the beginning of 1747 ; for it was 
not until the month of May, 1747, that a meeting 
was called in the city of New York to receive the 
letter from the Classis, declaring their concur- 
rence.^ It seemö likely, from the dates, that Mr. 
Schlatter was present at this meeting. This was 
a very small assembly, only six ministers being 
present. Little eise was done besides appointing 
the second Tuesday of the following September for 
the meeting of the first Ca3tus, to be held in the 
city of New York. When the day arrived, there 
were present seven ministers and as many Eiders. 
Two others were prevented from attending, but 
sent in their good wishes to the plan. One more 

■ 

1 Among them was the Rev. John Ph. Boehm, from Pennsyl- 
vania, with bis Eider. 

' See a brief Histpry of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
America, copied from the " Dutch Reformed Magazine." Ger. 
Ref. Mag., vol. i., p. 88. 
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was favorable to it, but could not prerail on bis 
congregation to accede to it. Four were absent as 
decidedly opposed to tbe project. Thus was orga- 
nized tbe first Judicatory, bigber tban a consistory, 
in tbe Reformed Dutcb Cburcb in America, on tbe 
14tb of September, 1747— just 15 days previous to 
tbe Organization of tbe German Eeformed Synod, 
in Pbiladelpbia.* 

Tbe remainder of tbis year, 1747, Mr. Scblatter 
divided as before, between serving bis cbarge and 
making missionary vißits into tbe interior. On tbe 
6tb of December, tbe new cburcb in Pbiladelpbia 
was so far finisbed as to be used for preacbing, 
tbough it bad as yet neitber Windows nor pulpit. 
Yet it was necessary to use it, inasmucb as tbe 
number of bearers bad so mucb increased, tbat tbe 
old cburcb could no more contain over one-balf 
wbo attended.^ Tbat sucb a crowd of anxious 
bearers came togetber in a windowless cburcb in 
December, is not modern, but belongs to tbe palmy 
days of stern ancestorial times. 

' The Synod of the Lutheran church was organized in Phila- 
delphia nearly a year later, August 14th, 1748. See Hazelius : 
History ofthe American Lutheran Church, p. 66. 

* " Den 6ten Decembris also auf dem Zweiten Advent Sontag, 
Nicolaus Tag, hat der Schreiber dieses Michael Schlatter, 
Pediger allhier das erste mahl in der neueren Steineren 
Sechsckigten Reformerton Kirche auf dem Rees piaatz, über 
die Worte David in dem Ixv Psalm den 3ten vers mit Gottes 
Gnad und Beistand geprediget. Allein die Kirche war noch 
nicht geplästert, und hatte noch zur zeit weder gallerie noch 
fenstem.'^ Becards of Phüa. church. This church bad also a 
steeple. 
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During the first four months of the year 1748, 
Mr. Schlatter was mostly engaged in bis Charge ; 
making out a füll list of the members, catechising 
the children, and uniting and consolidating the 
congregation. The eflects of this labor were seen 
at the Easter communion, when the number of 
commanicants had risen from 100 to 171. During 
the remainder of this year, Mr. Schlatter was 
engaged in the same manner as heretofore; füll 
particulars of which will be found in bis Journal. 
In August, he was greatly refreshed by the arrival 
of Rev. Mr. Hochreutiner and Rev. Bartholomäus ; 
and about a month later, his joy was increased by 
the arrival of Rev. John Philip Leidich. On the 
29th of September, the second annual Synod was 
held in Philadelphia, consisting of six ministers 
and twelve Eiders. It " was favorably commenced 
and harmoniously continued," says Mr. Schlatter, 
" with solemn prayer and thanksgiving to God." 
After a session of seven days, the Synod adjourned 
on the 5th of October in the afternoon. An 
abstract of the proceedings of this Synod is still 
extant.* Soon after Synod, Mr. Schlatter was 
deeply saddened by the sudden death of Rev. Mr. 
Hochreutiner, who accidentally lost his life by the 
discharge of a gun in his own hands, in Mr. 
Schlatter's house ! Particulars of which sad event 
will be found in his Journal. Thus he could well 
add at the close of the year 1748 : " This year has 

' The original, in tho hand-writing of Mr. Boehm, President 
of Oodtas, I haye seen. Ifc is in possession of Bev. Dr. De Witt, 
of New York. 
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been safely passed, under the divine blessing, yet 
not without some bitter minglings of sorrow." 

In the year 1749, Mr. Schlatter, besides attending 
to bis congregations, made many journeys to the 
churches in the interior, having been, as will be 
Seen in bis Journal, in laboro most abundant. On 
the 27th of September, the Coetus was to be held 
in Lancaster. After Eev. Leidich had opened 
Coetus by a sermon, news came that Eev. John 
Conrad Steiner from Winterthur in Switzerland, 
had arrived in Philadelphia on the 25th, with 
regulär credentials from the Deputies of the Synods 
of Holland. This announcement gave the members 
much joy. Expecting that he had brought Import- 
ant papers from the Fathers, which needed the 
action of Coetus, they concluded to adjoum, and 
meet in Philadelphia on the 20th of October. 

On the 29th of September, Mr. Schlatter returned 
to Philadelphia, with request at the same time, to 
bear a call from the congregation at Lancaster — 
which had been vacant for a length of time, and 
was anxiously waiting for a minister — ^to the newly 
arrived minister to become their pastor. Mr. 
Schlatter, on bis return, found Rev. Mr. Steiner in 
Philadelphia, and "welcomed him in the most 
friendly and fraternal manner." On the first day 
of October, the call from Lancaster, properly made 
out and signed, was presented to Mr. Steiner, which 
he accepted, regarding it as a divine call.' On 
the 3d, Mr. Steiner wrote a letter to Lancaster, 

^ ** Welches er annahn, und vor einen Göttlichen Beruf 
hielte." See Saors' Paper, Jan. 16th, 1750. 
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expressing bis willingness to visit them on the 15th. 
On the 6th, Mr. Schlatter also wrote to Lancaster, 
informing officere of the church, tbat Mr. Steiner 
would come, and reqaesting them to make an 
appointment for him for the 15th ; he also requests 
them to send a horse for him, as he was now ready 
every hour to go; and lest, on account of the 
uncertainty of the mail, his first letter might not 
reach him, and so the appointment not be made, 
he wrote them anotber letter of the same import 
by the next day's mail. He assares them tbat Mr. 
Steiner came in on the same footing as the other 
ministers tbat bad been sent in — tbat he brought 
proper recommendations to him, with request tbat 
he should assign him a convenient congregation, 
and afterwards instal him, and tbat be was worthy 
of their confidence. In concluding his first letter, 
he says to the Eiders of Lancaster : ^' Eeceive then 
tbis, my worthy brother in the Lord, with becoming 
love and respect ; pray to God pablicly in the con- 
gregation, tbat He may unite all hearts to him in 
love, and in the fear of God." ^ 

Such was the open-hearted spirit with which Mr. 
Schlatter received the newly arrived minister, and 
such the interest which he manifested in his welfare 
and future usefulness. Bat a gloomy scene opens ; 
and the result shows how such confidence and 
kindness were repaid ! He whom Mr. Schlatter 
thus received with sincere joy, became to him the 
occasion of many sorrows. 

The congregation at Lancaster being anxious to 

^ Sw original Doouments. 
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obtain Mr. Steiner as their Pastor, at two different 
times sent a horse for him. The first time, his 
wife was sick, so that he did not feel inclined to 
leave. On the 20th of October, when Synod was 
in Session, though confined to bed by sickness at 
the time, he still professed his willingness to go to 
Lancaster, expressing himself to that effect to a 
committee of Coßtus, who waited on him to know 
his mind, and also to two Eiders from Lancaster, 
who were in attendance to represent the wishes of 
the congregation, and urge him to become their 
pastor. 

Having recovered from his sickness, he however 
still delayed in Philadelphia; and soon events 
began to transpire, which brought his private de- 
sires to light, and perfectly explained his reluctance 
to go to Lancaster. It was ascertained that he 
favored, if he did not even suggest, a Beeret move- 
ment which had for its end, to displace Mr. Schlatter 
in Philadelphia, and introduce himself as pastor in 
his place. He remained in Philadelphia ; on the 
one band acting undecidedly in reference to Lan^ 
caster, and on the other, at first privately, and at 
length openly encouraged some of the Eiders of 
Philadelphia and Germantown in the formation of 
a party of malcontents against Mr. Schlatter, 
cherishing the ambition of being located in the 
metropolis of Pennsylvania. The unholy fire of 
strife continued to increase, and it seems Üiere was 
no lack of material with which to keep up the 
flame. Strange as it may seem, there were many in 
the two congregations which Mr. Schlatter had taken 
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under bis care in their destitution, and which he had 
nurtured with much labor and care, who were 
willing to coöperate with Mr. Steiner — who also 
had received only kindness at his hands — to scatter 
his labor by introducing contention, and to embitter 
his life by Opposition and strife. 

Becöming weary at length of the trouble thus 
caused him, Mr. Schlatter had made up his miud, 
near the close of the year 1749, to withdraw from 
a scene of confusion for which he had no taste. 
He even went so far as to attempt to preach his 
farewell sermon. He selected as his text, Christ's 
lamentation over Jerusalem, Matt, xxiii. 37-39; 
but he was so overcome by his feelings, that he 
could not proceed. He paused, tnrned to Matt. x. 
14, and read, "And whosoever shall not receive 
you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of 
that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet," 
after which he came down from the pulpit, and 
lefl the church with a sad heart. 

As however, it was still uncertain how the 
members were divided between him and Mr. Steiner, 
and many adhered firmly and affectionately to their 
old pastor, he was prevailed upon not to withdraw. 
The matter was, however, soon after brought to a 
decision, when it appeared that in Germantown, 
the largest number had been brought over to the 
side of Mr. Steiner; and in Philadelphia, Mr. 
Schlatter had only 110 votes, while there were 140 
favorable to Mr. Steiner. It seems, however, that 
the vote in favor of Mr. Steiner was swelled by 
unlawful means ; for it appears, from the statistics 
6 
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of the congregation during eeveral previons yeani, 
that the congregation could count few, if any more 
members than the number voting for Mr. Schlatter. 
Mr. Steiner was possessed of populär pulpit talents, 
which no doubt captivated a certain class of out. 
siders. Mr. Schlatter's preaching, on the other band, 
was rather solid than showy. Many a good man 
has been inconsiderately sacrificed by being brought 
into such disparagement. There are men who in 
this respeet resemble butterflies, which hover in- 
toxicated over flowers, but never wait for fruit. 

To carry out and complete an apparent victory, 
the 14th of January, 1760, was appointed as the 
day on which Mr. Steiner was to preach bis intro- 
ductory sermon. On the day and hour, both parties 
met in the church. Those who adhered to the old 
pastor were there earlier than the others. Having 
elected new officers, and the congregation having 
together engaged to sustain Mr. Schlatter as their 
pastor, he proceeded to ordain and iustal their 
officers. There were civil officers present who 
preserved order, and the regulär Services of the 
occasion, including preaching, were ended without 
disturbance. Two weeks later, on the 28th, Mr. 
Steiner made another attempt to preach bis intro- 
ductory sermon. He went to the church for that 
purpose before the time on that day, under conduct 
of twenty-four men, and entered the pulpit. When 
Mr. Schlatter arrived, many had coUöcted in and 
around the church, expecting a tumult; but a 
number of civil officers were on the spot to main- 
tain Order. Mr. Schlatter calmly requested Mr. 
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Steiner, in the name of God, to come out of bis 
pulpit ; which, however, he refused to do, and made 
I an effort to commence the Services. Confusion and 
controversy between the two parties ensued, which 
continued for about two hours, tbough without 
any violence. The result was a mutual agreement 
that the key of the church should be placed in dis- 
interested hands, and that neither party shonid 
hold Service there, tili the question as to who had 
the proper claim to the church should be settled. 
In the interval, from the lOth of February tili the 
4th of March, Mr. Schlatter and bis people by kind 
invitation of that congregation, worshipped twice 
a Sabbath in the Kev. Gilbert Tennant's church, 
in what was called Whitfield*s building. 

The Steiner party characteristically insisted that 
no Justice, Lawyer, or Minister should have any- 
thing to say in the settlement of the difficulty, 
fanatically contending that they could expect no 
justice from such hands. Both parties agreed that 
six men, five of whom should be Quakers, and one 
an Episcopalian, should judge the matter between 
them, and bring the trouble to an end. Both 
parties bound themselves in the sum of £2,000 
to abide by the decision of these men as a finality. 
This cbmmittee spent three weeks in the investiga- 
tion and consideration of this unpleasant difficulty, 
and manifested a very laudable desire to do justice, 
and allay the strife between alienated brethren. 
At the close of their deliberations, on the 6th of 
March, they decided in favor of Mr. Schlatter and 
the members adhering to him ; restoring to them 
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the possession of the church. The aggressing 
party yielded to what was thus deliberately pro- 
nounced to be justice ; and on the lOth of Mareh, we 
find Mr. Schlatter and his congregation, nnmbering 
DOW 120 members, again holding regulär divine 
worship without molestation. 

Mr. Steiner's party, numbering now about 170, 
took immediate measures to build him a house, 
which should at the same time answer the purpose 
of a church, or meeting-house. This building was 
erected some distance from the other church, and 
Mr. Steiner "was hired for one year only," the 
congregation having resolved that this should be a 
rule with them " that the minister might have no 
opportunity of becoming a master over them," 
refering to Matthew xxiii. 6-12.* From this little 
fact, a thoughtful person will learn much of the 
general spirit which animated these misguided 
people. 

This unfortunate strife was very painfal to Mr. 
Schlatter. He feit that he had been injured by one, 
toward whom he had dealt in the spirit of open- 
hearted kindness, and had received ungrateful 
treatment from those for whose spiritual good he 
had labored one whole year without any pecuniary 
renumeration, and all the time amid much incon- 
venience and self-denial. Yet he seldom alluded 
to the unpleasant occurrence ; and when circum- 
ßtances made it necessary for him to speak of it, 
he always did it in a subdued spirit, and with true 
Christian meekness. 

* Saur's paper, March 16th, 1750. Also Prof. Kalm, p. 193. 
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Mr. Schlatter most of all regretted that tbis 
difficalty luade it nccessary for bim to epend among 
bis people in Pbiladelpbia, mucb oftbat time wbicb 
be otberwise conid bave devoted to bis nsual Visits 
to destitute regions in tbe interior. During tbe 
wbole of tbe summer and autumn of 1750, be feit 
emb^rrassed on account of it in bis general labors 
and cnterprises ; still be kept up bis care for tbe 
Infant cburcb in general, and made several visits 
and explorations in tbe fall of tbe year. 

Saddest of all was tbe effect of tbis strife upon 
tbe interests of tbe cburcb in Pbiladelphia. The 
old congregation was enfeebled, barassed, and dis- 
beartened. Tbe secessionists could retain Mr. 
Steiner scarcely two years, wben be witbdrew, and 
confined bis labors to Germantown alone. Mr. 
Scblatter, at tbe request of Coetus, undertook a 
voyage and mission to tbe churcbes in Europe, in 
behalf of tbe feeble and needy churcbes in this 
country, and bis congregation bad to be left to the 
care of occasional supplies from ministers 'wbo 
resided at a distance. True to its nature, strife 
proved itself self-consuming, and tbe poor Reformed 
of Philadelphia were fairly in the midst of a war, 
aud a woe, which fed upon their peace for the space 
of nearly ten years ! 

Thus will ambition reign or ruin ; and thus will 
those wbo lend tbemselves to its unboly purposes 
become fuel for its fires. As in all strifes of the 
kindy there was no doubt mucb wrong on both 
sides that rigbtfully incurred the displeasure of 
God, and invited His just judgments ; but that Mr. 
6* 
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Schlatter was in the pght and Mr. Steiner in the 
wrong, is beyond a question. Mr. Steiner's conduct 
was highly ungrateful, and bis effort to draw the 
cöngregations to himself an intrusion unworthy of 
a minister of the Qospel — wrong in itself and 
ruinous in its froits. Though he possessed many 
excellent qualities of mind and heart, yet he 
possessed also a weakness which led him forward 
in a course of conduct that brought npon him the 
censure and blame of all who impartially judged 
in the case.^ The Coetus decided against him, the 
six arbitrators decided against him, and the 
authorities in Holland, before whom the whole 
matter was regularly brought, decided against him. 
Even bis best friends censured bis course.^ So 
plainly were he and bis friends in the wrong. 
How wonderful is that economy of wisdom, in 

> Prof. Ealm, speaking of Mr. Schlatter, sajs '' In 1750, he had 
to endure vexation brought upon him by the arrival of another 
minister lately come in from Holland, who by artifice and all 
kind» of detraction, so insinuated himself into the favor of a 
portion of his hearers, that more than one-half were won over 
to his side.'' Kalm, pp. 192, 193. 

' Mr. Otterbein, whom he regarded as his particular friend, 
and who in general deeply sympathised with him, blamed him 
in this as being in the wrong. In a letter to Mr. Steiner, dated 
Aug. 18th, 1759, in which he disapproves of his suffering him- 
self to be recalled to Philadelphia, he says, " To speak plainly 
opon the matter, I can just as little regard yoor present call to 
Philadelphia as being divine, as I am convinced of the opposite 
in regard to the first. Then you lamented that you labored in 
vain. What offence and disturbance did it then oecasion ! Biit 
has all tbis, together with the disinclination towards your 
person, now subsided V 
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which even the wrath of man is mado to praiso 
God. A dark side, as well as a bright one, has the 
pillar which shows Israel the way to deliverance 
and rest. While there were other matters which 
strongly pressed in that direction, this sad occur- 
rence had much to do — ^perhaps was the determin- 
ing weight^ — in hastening, if not wholly bringing 
about, Schlatter's visit to Europe, which followed 
ia the beginning of the year 1751, and from which 
succeeded such vast results for good to the German 
Reformed churches in this country. This gloomy 
desolation wrought in the.smaller circle of his own 
pastoral charge was the occasion, if not the cause, 
of opening to him a door for far more extended 
usefulness to the church in general. This the con- 
tinuation of our narrative will show. 

' *' Weilen die betrübten umbst'ände hiesiger Pbiladelphis- 
eher und anderer Beformirten gemeinen in unserem Pennsjl- 
Yanien uns unter Ordnung stehende und mit Gottes Beistand 
beständig daran halten wollende Pediger gedrungen abermablen 
eine coetuale Versammlung alhier in Philadelphia auf die unten 
Benante zeit (December 13th, 1750) zu halten, um abblilf 
liehe wege zusamen zu erfinden, wie diesem elend zu steueren 
sei, und dabei Kein bequemeres Mittle und Weg gefunden 
worden, als Seiner- Wohl Ehrwürden Hr. Pfarrer Schlatter auf 
zu tragen, aufs eheste eine Beise auf Holland zu thun, und 
daselbst bei denen Hochwurdigen Synoden, als unsere Hoch- 
zuehrende liebe Kirchen Tattern gehörige Vorstellung zu 
machen, um zu sehen, ob wir mit in diesen so ver virreten 
umständen mit Hülfe und Bath von dannen Kanten versehen 
werden, als woran wir dann auch unter Gottes segen und 
willen nicht Zweifflen," Letter of the officers of Costua to the 
congregaiion at Lancaster, inviting them to send by Rev. 
Schlatter for a minister, dated Phila. December 13th, 1750. 
See a copy in Dr. Mayer's MSS. vol. ii. p. 44. 
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We cannot conclude this cbapter without a 
rcflection on the sin and misery of strifo in a con- 
gregation, and among brethren. Not only npon 
tbose by whom tbe offence cometb is tbere a woe, 
but upon tbose also wbo are innocent in its occur- 
rence, yea, "woe unto tbe tvorld" also, says onr 
Saviour, "because of offences." Tbe nngodly, 
out of tbe cburcb, are injured in proportion as 
strife in tbe cburcb confirms tbem in tbeir sinful 
Position and conrse. A strife, wbicb a small 
amount of prudence and forbearance migbt prevent, 
it often takes years to eure, and wben it is bealed, 
tbe scars remain. " Tbe beginning of strife is as 
wben one lettetb out water." 

How well it would be if tbose wbo are tbe actors 
in a religious strife could see its unloveliness, sin- 
fulness, and vanity, as tbose do wbo look calmly 
on, and especially as it appears to tbose wbo review 
it wben fleeting years bave caused tbe scene to 
recede into tbe distant past. Tbere it Stands, a 
picture in a solemn back-ground. Tbe passion 
and tbe noise bave passed away, wbile tbe evil and 
tbe sbame alone rise before us witbout excuse or 
extenuation. Wbile we bave no doubt tbat tbe 
blood wbicb takes away sin, bas sweetly covered 
tbese follies of our forefatbers, yet to us remains 
tbe sorrow wbicb tbeir remembrance brings. We 
ask, wbere are tbose earnest contenders of a 
Century ago? and tbe answer wbicb comes over 
tbe silence of years is, Quietly and peaceably to- 
getber lie tbeir asbes beneatb tbe green sod of 
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Franklin Square. The dead contend no more! 
Their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is 
now perished; neither have they any more a 
portion for ever in anything that is done ander the 
sun." 
To US remains the solemn lesson. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BCHLATTES'S MISSION TO EÜBOPE. 

1751-1752. • 

From 1744 to the latter part of 1748, the Ameri- 
can colonies were involved in a gloomy and per- 
plexing war with the French and Indiana. This 
made all comraunication with Europe by writiog 
slow and uneertain. During this period, complaints 
were frequent that letters relating to the aflFairs of 
the ehurch, sent by Schlatter and bis coadjutors to 
Europe, did not reach their destiuation; and so 
also letters written from Europe to the American 
Church were not received regularly, and often not 
at all. 

Meanwhile, the German Eeformed Churches 
were greatly in want. The number of ministers, 
already by far too small, had lately been reduced. 
The Kev. Hochreutiner had been taken away sud- 
denly by a inysterious Providence before he had 
properly entered upon bis labors in the New World. 
The venerable Father Boehm, the oldest minister 
in the service, had been released from bis post and 
was gathered to bis fathers. Kev. Bartholomäus, 
of Tulpehocken, was in such a state of health as 
to be almost unable to do any service. Lancaster 
was still vacant. The four congregations, Weis- 
eicherland, Modencreek, Cocalico, and Zeltenrich, 

(70) 
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were vacant, and longed for a pastor; so also 
Donigal, Swatara, and Quitopohilla. Father 
Boehm's charge in Whitpen was vacant ; so also 
were all the congregations in the regions of the Le- 
high, the Delaware, and in New Jersey. West of tho 
Susquehanna there was no one but Rev. Mr. Lischy 
at York. Monocacy, Connogocheague, and several 
congregations in Virginia, were all without a shep- 
herd. Indeed, of the sixteen charges arranged by 
Schlatter, and including forty-six congregations, 
only six charges, composed of fonrteen congrega- 
tions, were properly supplied ; while ten charges, 
including thirty-two congregations, were entirely 
shepherdless. Such were the wants of the churchcs, 
and all help and encouragementfromtheFatherland 
seemed ßhut out by the dark cloud of war. No won- 
der that this State of suspense became painful, and 
caused an earnest inquiry after some speedy relief. 
In August, 1750, Mr. Schlatter once more visited 
the churches in the interior with a view of making 
a careful inquiry into their condition and wants, 
that he might be able to lay their deplorable case 
before the approaching meeting of the Synod, 
and also communicate the same to the Synods of 
Holland. From that time on tili the meeting of 
the Synod, he received various letters pertaining 
to the State of the churches, which laid new bur- 
dens of concern upcn his heart. On the 16th of 
November, the Synod convened at Philadelphia; 
but all their earnest deliberations could bring them 
no relief. Their resources were exhausted, and 
nothing but actual help, by men and means from 
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abroad, could meet their already great and still 
growing wants. Their letters and appeals had not 
reached Holland, and their embarrassments grew 
more and more. 

Without having been able to determine upon 
any definite course of action, Synod adjourned, " 
but only to meet in extraordinary Synod on the 
13th of the foUowing month. At the appointed 
tinie, the brethren were together, and, after much 
earnest deliberation and prayer, they could think 
of no plan by which the end in view could be 
reached except by sending one of their number to 
Europe in person to lay their condition before the 
Christian Synods of Holland and the churches of 
the Palatinate and Switzerland. They unanimously 
concluded to take this course, and accordingly 
appointed Mr. Schlatter upon this interesting 
mission, three of the ministers engaging at the 
same time to supply his congregations in Philadel- 
phia aud Germantown during his absence. Though 
it cost him a severe struggle to leave his beloved 
congregations and his young family, yet he gave 
himself to the work assigned him in faith, and 
with great seif sacrifice and holy courage. 

As the need was urgent, he delayed not, but 
made immediate preparation for the voyage and 
work. Synod provided him with necessary in- 
structions and testimonials. He was also provided 
'with a passport and commendation from the Hon. 
James Hamilton, Esq., Governor of the Province 
of Pennsylvania, a copy of which has been pre- 
served in the Pennsylvania Archives. As a matter 
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of histoiy, as well as of curiosity, we give thia 
venerable docament literally in the style of the time. 

^' BT THE HON. JAMES HAMILTON, BSQ., OOVBBNOB. 

To aU to fühom these preients shall eome er may eon- 

C€Tflj 

Gbeeting : 
I do hereby certify y* y* Bearer hereof, y* Rev- 
erend Mr. Michael Blatter, hath for some years last 
past, resided in quality of y* Minister of y* High 
Dutch Reformed Calvinist Church, w^'in this City, 
and during y* time hath not only exercised k 
performed y* Dutys of his s^ Office w'** a suitable 
Zeal, Diligence, and Sobriety, bat hath in all other 
respects demeaned himself in y* good and pious 
manner becoming one of his Function, so far as I 
know or have been informed. And he having 
now represented to me y' he is obliged to take a 
voyage from hence to London, & fjpom thence to 
Holland and Switzerland, in order to appear before 
y* Most Reverend y* Synods or other Ecclesiastical 
Bodys of South and North Holland, on behalf of 
y* Congregations of y* several Churches of that 
Perswasion within this Province, and desiring my 
Licence or Passport for his safe Conduct in his s* 
Voyage,! do, by these presents, not only Grant 
unto the s* MicW Slatter my Permission to pass 
and repass unmolested w'Hn y* Limits of my said 
Government, but also desire all Governors, Magis- 
trates & Officers in such Foreign States & Do- 
minions as are in Amity w'"* y* Crown of G' Britain, 
thro' whose Territories y* s* Mich. Slatter shall 
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have occasion to travel, to Grant him their safe 
Condact & Protection, w**^ liberty to pass and re- 
pass w^ bis proper Effects, he behaving as becometh. 

In Testimony whereof, I bave hereto set my Hand 
& cansed y* Lesser Seal of y* S* Prov. to be 
hereto affixed at Phila., y* 29th day of January, 
Anno Domini, 1750-51."* 

In addition to these, he bore with him na- 
merous Testimonials from ihe most respectable 
Bources in church and state — from prominent 
Presbyterian ministers, and from the Ministerium 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.^ 

Wishing once more to commune with his people, 
he administered the Holy Supper in his congregar 
tion in Philadelphia, on Christmas day. Eaving 
now made all the necessary arrangements for his 
voyage and absence, he, as he teils us, commended 
himself " to the Fatherly protection of that God 
whose help and deliverance he had often expe- 
rienced," bade adieu to the partner of his earthly 
life, and went on board the ship at Kew Castle, on 
the 6th day of February, A. D. 1751. 

Eemembering the perils through which he passed 
on his first voyage to America about four years 
previous, he was not without anxieties as he entered 
upon the broad bosom of the roUing deep. The 
voyage, however, was prosperous, and for that 
time, not very protracted, being not quite five weeks 
on the way. " On the llth of March," he teils us 

' Penn. Archiyes, vol. ii. p. 67, 68. 

' -See the Introdnction to his Journal, by the commissionen 
of the Classis of Amsterdam. 
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in bis Journal, *^ we entered the Port of Darlmouth. 
From thence, I continued my journey by land, 
arrived on the IStb, at Exeter, on the 15tb, at 
Bristol ; and on the 22d, by tbe grace of 6od, I 
arrived in good healtb in London, after a journey 
on land of 200 miles." He left London on tbe 
Slät of Marcb, and on the 12th of April, he arrived 
safely at Helyoetsluys, a small but well fortified 
town, on tbe south eide of the island of Yoorne, 
in South Holland. He landed, as he teils us, 
^Hbanking God with heart and lips," for bis kind 
care in bringing bim thus &r, and prayed anew 
that bis mission in behalf of the destitute congre- 
gations of Pennsylvania might find favor with the 
Christian Bynods of Holland. 

He directed bis course first of all to Amsterdam, 
to meet the commissioners of tbe Classis of Amster- 
dam, under whose auspices he had gone to America 
in 1746, and with whom he had been in corres- 
pondence. The interest which tbis Classis, and its 
Standing commissioners, had so long and perse- 
veringly manifested in the afi&irs of the American 
cbarcbes, insured bim a warm reception ; and he 
feit bimself in the midst of Christian friends and 
counsellors, on whose sympathy and aid he could 
rely. The commissioners were the more rejoiced 
to see bim, inasmuch as little had been heard from 
bim since bis first report soon after bis arrival in 
America, owing to the uncertainty of communica- 
tion on account of tbe war. Besides, unfavorable 
and one-sided reports had been sent to Holland, in 
reference to Mr. Scblatter, growing out of the 
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improper and nngratefiil coorse pniBDed toward 
him by Mr. Steiner and bis adberents* Tbese 
reports bad for a long time cansed tbem deep con- 
cern, and even led tbem to fear tbat all tbeir bopes 
in reference to tbe American cburcbes wonld be 
destrojed, and tbeir labor prove in vain. 61ad 
were tbey to be disabnsed and relieved of tbeir 
Buspense by tbe appearance of Mr. Scblatter in 
tbeir midst, and to see from bis Testimonials, not 
only tbat be bad labored faitbfully in America, and 
stood bigb in tbe cpnfidence of tbe wbole Coetus, 
bat bad been entrasted by tbem witb a most 
important mission, wbicb bad directly in view tbe 
fartberance of tbe very interest in wbicb tbey bad 
been so deeply concerned. 

He arrived in Amsterdam just at tbe rigbt time, 
inasmucb as tbat Keverend Classis met ön tbe 3d 
of May in tbat year, and an opportunity was tbus 
afforded bim to lay tbe subject of bis mission 
before tbat body. The Classis approved bis Testi- 
monials, and beard bis Statements witb great 
interest. Seeing tbat tbe subject of bis mission 
was too great and far-reacbing to be disposed of at 
once, tbe Classis referred it to a committee of seven 
ministers, wbo were to report on it at tbe next 
meeting of Classis. Tbis committee spent several 
days in interview witb Mr. Scblatter, examining 
bis numeroos Testimonial«, bis extensive Journal, 
and bis papers relating to tbe unfortunate difficulty 
witb Mr. Steiner in Philadelpbia. Tbe result was, 
th«at tbey acquitted bim fully in regard to tbe 
cbarges and insinuations tbat bad preceded bim to 
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Holland, and were deeply impressed with the gieat 
work necessary to be dooe for the destitute Re- 
formed churches in America. 

The committee recommended to him, with the 

advice and consent of the Beverend Deputies of 

the Synod, to prepare, in the Dutch language, a 

detailed statement, as well of his labors thas far, 

as also of the State and wants of the congregations 

in America as he had found them, to have the same 

printed, and laid before the Christian Synods as 

the basis of an application to them, and through 

them to the churches of Holland, for help. The 

whole report of the committee, with this Suggestion, 

was laid before the next meetiug of Classis on the 

7th of June, and received its approbation. Mean- 

while, Mr. Schlatter had consulted the Reverend 

Deputies, and with their approval, had drawn up 

a Statement for the Synods as suggested; which 

he now asked the Classis to examine. This was 

done. It was approved, and the same committee 

was continued, with instructions to lend him as far 

as possible their assistance in having it printed ; 

and also, at Mr. Schlatter's request, to accompany 

it with a commendatory preface in the name of the 

Classis. This was done, and the little book was 

published by a bookseller in Amsterdam, a pious 

Deacon in the church there, who did it at his 

own expense and risk, not with hope of profit, 

but from love to the cause. In due time, the work 

appeared, and was distributed to the members of 

the Classis and Synod, and to other charitable 

yersons throüghout Holland. As this interestiug 

7* 
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and toacbing poblication is given in fall in thiii 
worky it is not neceasaiy to enter into particnlars 
BS to its Contents. 

The Synod of North Holland met at Edam, in 
August ofthat year, 1751. Meanwhile, Mr. Schlatter 
was busilj engaged in arranging all necessary 
preliminaries, that the subject of bis mission might 
come up before the Synod in a way to pronxise 
success. When Synod was assembled, he was 
presenty and easily obtained permission not only to 
lay tbis publication before that venerable body, but 
also to present before them a verbal report and 
appeal. The Synod was much interested, and 
deeply nioved by the simple and warm-hearted 
Statements of the ardent and devoted missionary 
from the New World. A committee of five promi- 
nent ministers was immediately appointed to con- 
sider the whole matter pertaining to the Pennsyl- 
vania churches, and report during the sessions of 
Synod. Their report, well-matured and highly 
favorable to Mr. Schlatter's mission, was handed 
in before the adjournment of Synod, and possed as 
an act of Synod. This interesting report we give 
in füll in another place. 

Among other things, it was recommended in this 
Keport, that Mr. Schlatter should himself visit 
Germany and Switzerland, provided with a proper 
Testimonial and with travelling money, to enlist 
the sympathy and Cooperation of the churches 
there, and especially, to seek out some suitable 
ministers as laborers for the Pennsylvania field. 

Thongh he feit anew the strong drawings of bis 
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heart toward bis family, bis congregations, bis 
brethren, and bis work in tbe New World, yet, 
being convinced tbat great good would result from 
such an extension of bis missionary visit, be was 
not disobedient to wbat be believed to be '^a 
beavenly vision." Furnisbed witb bis Testimonial — 
to use bis own language — ^4n tbe name of 6od, 
I travelled into Germany and Bwitzerland/' Tbis 
jonrney be commenced soon after tbe meeting of 
tbe Synod of Nortb Holland, early in Antumn ; 
bis Testimonial is dated September lOtb, 1751. 

On bis way, be called on Dr. Freseni, in Frank- 
fort, upon wbom be made a favorable impression, 
and from wbom be received mucb enconragement. 
In tbe Palatinate, be was well received by Cbristians, 
and was successful in inducing several ministers to 
devote tbemselves to tbe service of tbe American 
cburcbes. Still more extensive was tbe sympatby 
manifested for bis cause in bis own beloved Fatber- 
land. He was favored " everywbere witb extraor- 
dinary kindness, love, and truly paternal benevo- 
lence." 

He spent four montbs in Germany and Switzer- 
land ; and toward tbe beginning of February, 1752, 
be returned to Frankfort. Meanwbile, be bad 
found many in Switzerland wbo were of opinion 
tbat it would greatly aid tbe advancement of tbe 
very important work entrusted to bim, if tbe small 
work publisbed in Hjolland, in Dutcb, witb its 
appehdices^ were also translated into tbe German 
language, and distributed in tbe Fatberland. The 
Suggestion commended itself to bis judgment; and 
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having translated tbe work himself, he publisbed 
it on bis return, at Frankfort, aided by tbe friendly 
counsel of Dr. Freseni. He accoihpanied tbe work 
witb a beantifol and stirring preface, and dedicated 
it, witb a commendatory address : " To tbe Honor- 
able, Jndges, Grand Baili£&, and Councils of tbe 
Evangelical cantons and cities of tbe noble Swiss 
confederacy." ^ Tbis same work was afterwards 
also translated into Englisb by Bev. Mr. Tbompson, 
Englisb Reformed minister in Amsterdam, and 
distribated tbrougbout Great Britain and Scotland, 
wbere it was tbe means of effecting great results, 
of wbicb we bave elsewbere spoken in tbis volume.' 
Having now accomplisbed tbe work of bis 
important mission in Europe — setting in motion 
influences and appliances, wbicb, tbrongb many 
subseqnent years, contined to flow like a stream 
of salvation, to refresb and belp tbe American 
eburcbes — be began to set bis face wbitber bis 
beart was always tumed, toward bis bome, and tbe 
field of bis labor in tbe distant New World. Tbougb 
all tbe results of bis mission were not yet developed, 
yet be retnrned not ydtbout important tangible 

' Tbis work was not only publisbed in separate book form 
for general distribution, bat Dr. Freseni also publisbed it in 
bis serial work called Pastoral Sammlungen. Tbe Autbor bas 
been fortnnate enougb to prooure a copy of tbis work in both 
forms of publication: — in Dr. Freseni's work it coyers 199 
pages, and in tbe separate book form> 92 large quarto pages. 
For tbe latter, we are indebted to some unknown friend in St. 
Gall, wbo sent it to us by mail tbrongb Pastor Glinz, Reformed 
minister tbere. 

' See the chapter on Soblatter and tbe Cbarity Scbools. 
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fruits. By the kind aid of Rev. Prof. Arnoldi, in 
Herborn,^ he had gathered six newly ordained, 
learned, and pious ministers, who, commissioned 
bj tlie aathorities of tlie Synods of Holland, 
accompanied him across the ocean, to labor in the 
destitute American churches. He also brought 
with him ^^ substantial aid in money, and seven 
hundred German Bibles, five hundred of which 
were in folio, presented to him by members of the 
churches of Amsterdam."^ 

Solemn and impressive were the immediate pre- 
liminaries and the final departure of Mr. Schlatter 
and the six young ministers. A notice of the 
farewell solemnities appeared in the number for 
May, 1752, of a Monthly published in Zürich. 
"Rev. Michael Schlatter actually sailed from Hol- 
land for Pennsylvania, in March. Of the six 
candidates which ho secured in I^assau district, one 
went back, yielding to the earnest entreaties of bis 
mother. His place has, however, been filled by 
another from the Berg district, who, with his 
wife, has undertaken the journey. These candi- 
dates were all examined and ordained at the Hague. 

^ In a serial work entitled " Monthly Beports of remarkable 
eTents in the year 1752/' edited by Ziegler, book pablisher in 
Zarich, is a notice which we translate : 

'* March. Rev. Michael Schlatter has retumed again from 
Frankfort to Amsterdam with his coasin Ghristopher. As 
appears from a letter of Rey. Hadmaker, he has throogh Rev. 
Prof. Arnoldi in Herborn, gathered six young candidates, who 
are to be examined in Holland, and there dedicated to the 
Service of the Pennsylvania churches.'' 

« Dr. De Witt in Christian Intel. Sept. 23d, 1852. 
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Thej also approved themselves by preacbing trial 
sermonSy and the whole occasion was concladed in 
the most solemn and edifying manner by a thanks- 
giving sermon firom Rev. Superintendent Schlatter. 
Meantime, says Eev. Hadmaker in the Hagne, he 
hopes that those in Pennsylvania who are hunger- 
ing for the public worebip of God, will thus be 
Bupplied by the help of these Evangelists." 

The account furtheradds: "This nndertaking, 
reckoning the travelling expenses of Rev. Schlatter, 
has cost about four thousand florins. The Synod 
in Holland entertain the snrest hope that, as the 
Palatines have already sent over three hundred 
florins for this object, the Swiss brethren, at their 
general summer meeting at Frauenfeld, will also 
consider the matter favorably, and open their 
hearts and hands in the way of help. We hope 
also that the same may be done by private persons 
of wealth."* 

A kind Providence, to whose care they entrusted 
themselves, brought them safely over the great 
deep, and in the night preceding July 28th, 1762, 
they arrived in New York. On the foUowing day, 
they were most cordially welcomed by Rev. 
Muhlenberg, who, when the six young ministers 
were introduced to him, in view of the difficulties 
of the field and the labor before them, very beauti- 
fuUy and appropriately addressed them in our 
Saviour's memorable words : " Behold, I send you 

' Monatliche Nachrichten einiger Merkwnrdigkeiten Tom 
Yahr 1752. edit y. Ziegler, Buchdracker in Zarich.'' 
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forth as aheep in the midst of wolves : be ye there- 
fore wise as serpents and harmless as doves."^ 

Having refreshed himself som^what — after an 
unusually protracted voyage of nearly four months — 
with bis intimate, faithful, and generous friend, 
Key. Mahlenberg, be bastened to bis family and 
friends in.Pbiladelpbia, and bis bretbren in Penn« 

Bylvania. 

■ ■' 11 — — ^^ 

1 HaL NachriohtOD, pp. 502, 503, 504. 



CHAPTEBV. 

BCHIATTBB'S APPSAL TO THB CHITBCHSf 

IH BUBOPB. 

1752. 

This is the place to introdace ScUatter's appeal 
to the chnrches in Enrope and its accompanying 
docnments as tbey were pnblished in Datch, German, 
and English, and nsed with such glorions effect in 
the prosecution of bis mission. This eloqnent and 
tonching Statement may be traly regarded as the 
flower of bis Life, and the noblest monnment of 
bis Labors. In it will be foand a füll and particular 
account of bis past labors in the Kew World, and 
the sources of many blessed streams which after- 
wards flowed in to gladden the fields of the long 
uncultivated American heritage. 

The interesting facts here recorded, wbile tbey 

are inseparable from the Life of Scblatter, are at 

the same time, the most importänt and reliable 

Bources of the bistory of the German Beformed 

church in America. Witbout them, we would know 

comparatively little of the deplorable spiritnal 

destitutions of the first Beformed emigrants, of the 

rise of many of our oldest congregations, of the 

self-denying labors of the first Beformed ministers, 

and of the traly Christian sympathy and help 

(84) 
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extended to them by the brethren of tbe Father- 
land. 

Tbe reader will feel in passing along, as we bave 
often feit wbile making tbis record, tbat tbere bas, 
perbaps, not been since tbe Keformation, a bistorical 
fact tbat rises to sucb trae Cbristian sublimity as 
tbe nnwearied and disinterested devotion of tbe 
cburcbes of Holland, tbe Palatinate, and Switzer- 
land, to tbe in&nt and struggling cburcbes of tbe 
distant New World. Everlasting gratitude be given 
firat to God, and tben to tbem, for tbeir works of 
life and love — and everlasting bonor to tbat blessed 
religion of Jesus Cbrist, wbicb can inspire buman 
bearts to become so mucb like Himself and His 
boly angels, as in sucb a spirit to offer tbemselves 
and tbeirs in tbe service of otbers witbout seeking 
tbeir own advantage and bonor. 
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COMMBNDATOBY ADDRESS BT THE AüTHOR TO IHB 

SWI8S C0N7EDEBAGT. 



Jifost JExcellent and Graeiotu Fathers: 

The foUowihg report is written in behalf of many 
thousand German and Swiss brethren, holding the 
same faith with ourselves, who dwell, it is true, 
half thö circle of the world from you, but who- 
were for the most pari heretofore your subjects, 
and children of your soil, and who are as yet not 
in a condition properly to provide themselves and 
their children with the ordinary means of grace. 

Since I stand pledged, in the fear of God, as far 
as possible, to care for their spiritual welfare, it is 
my desire in this most humble communieationy 
which I have prevailed upon myself affectionately 
and with reverence, to lay before your Excelleneies, 
to suggest : 

Whether it may please your Gracious Honors to 
cast a sympathising eye toward this multitude of 
seattered souls, so greatly in need of instruction, 
and cause them in sach way and manner as shall 
please you, to experience something of the Opera- 
tions of that generous love, which already rejoices 
the hearts of so many fellow Christians. 

8 * (89) 
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Althoagh the high and nohle State of the Pro- 
vince of Holland has promised ns a yery important 
help annnallj ; and the most of the Synods of the 
Netherlandfl kindly intend to give us a veiy con- 
siderable snpport ; still there is yet mneh needed 
to carry forward this great and important work, 
and to place the charches and schools in Pennsyl- 
vania in a desirable condition. 

On this acconnty I tnm also to yon, Gracioos 
Fathers of my Fatherland, and repeat the eamest 
request, which the highly Honorable and Christian 
Synods a short time ago humbly sent to yoor 
Excellencies through me, with the most respectfal 
^ solicitation that Yoor Honors may gracionsly take 
these presentations into consideration. 

It is tme many, by inconsiderate emigration, 
have rendered themselves unworthy of your favor 
and providence ; still may your Honors be pleased 
to regard the innocent children, which cannot dis- 
cem their right band from the left. I plead for 
precioas souls, which belong to the Creator, yea, 
to that Father in Heaven, who has been unto this 
day a wall of fire around your government and 
Gonfederacy. Help, that dying persons may have 
opportunity to prepare themselves, afker this life, 
to glorify with you that God whom your Gracious 
Honors serve, in whose name you rule so happily, 
and whose blessed communion you expect to enjoy. 

May Jehovah continue to confirm the noble con- 
federacy; and may God, even the God of your 
fathers, remain your God unto the end of days. 
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After commending myself in deepest devotion 
to your continued favor, I have tbe honor, with 
true esteem, to be 

Your Honore' very submissive well-wisher 
and servant, 

MiGHABL SCHLATTEB, 
Befomied Minister ia Philadelphia, and 
Güsen of the town of St Gall. 

Franlcfori^n-the-Mdyn, 

on myjoumey io America^ 

Feb. 6, 1752. 
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PBEFACE BT THE AUTHOE. 




SmoE there are many in Switzerland who are 
anxious for the extension of tbe Church of God, 
and who believe that it is highly necessary for the 
advancement of the important work entrusted to 
me, that the foUowing Tract, with its appendices, 
be translated into German, it has now appeared in 
that language. I have the firmest confidence that 
it will be of Service in this cause, and that it will 
not be taken amiss in me, if I earnestly coxnmend 
the Bubstance of this publication to all and singly, 
the venerable and Christian ministers of the Evan- 
gelical confederacy, and humbly pray them to make 
such use of it as will subserve the good of the con- 
gregations in Pennsylvania. 

Vert/ Heverendy very leamed and piou8 Lords, very 
JSonorable Fathera and Brethren in Christ Jeatis: 

Let it please your Excellencies to regard with 
favor, that which I have ventured to address to you. 
An earnest desire for the salvation of many 
immortal souls, the communion of that holy power, 
in which the church in all parts of the earth Stands 
in the same catholic Head, Christ; yea, ypur 
praise-worthy zeal, venerable Fathers and Brethren, 
for the spread of the kingdom of Christ and His 
holy Gospel, must serve as an apology for the 
liberty I have thus taken. 
— (92) 
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I feel the more free in doing this, inasmuch as I 
had lately the honor of being favored ererywhere, 
by your Excellenciesy ^^ith such undeserved, but 
extraordinary kindness, love, and truly paternal 
benevolence. This has also served, in no small 
degreoy to encoorage me in my work, which is in 
some respects, very difficult and wearisome. 

Allow me yet, highly esteemed servants of our 
Eedeemer, before I l^ave Europe, bumbly to recom- 
meud this Tract to you, with the submissive prayer, 
that your Excellencies will have the goodness to 
regard and consider what is therein addressed to 
the venerable and Christian Synods, and the inhabi- 
tants of the Netherlands, as spoken to yoa and your 
hearers, and that you may accordingly, with prayer 
to God, also labor for the spread of the kingdom 
of Christ in America. There is no doubt, that 
when in all places, so many sighs and intercessions 
shall arise to the throne of God, we shall be visited 
with help from bis sanctuary, and be blessed with 
growth. 

May not also your Excellencies be able and will- 
ing to devise ways and means of assistance — may 
those whom God has richly blessed with temporal 
good, be encouraged through you, to send bread 
over the water, in order that our ministry and 
schools in that corner of the earth may be brought 
into circumstances to be successful, in imitation of 
the praise-worthy example of our highly venerated 
Fathers and Brethren in the Netherlands, who are 
employing all their powers to provide for our 
Spiritual necessities. 
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The Lordy our God, crown your Excellencies 
with exceeding grace, and your boly labors with 
living fraits ; that at last you, with all the sheep of 
your folds, may greatly increase the number of the 
glorified who stand before the throne of God, to 
be eternal and adoring witnesses to the love of the 
great Shepherd of the sheep. 

I commend myself to your prayers and well- 
wishes, and remain, with the tenderest esteem, 

Tour Excellencies' obedient, 
devoted servant and co-laborer in the 

kingdom of Christ, 

Michael Schlattbr, 

Refonned Minister in Philadelphia. 

Ih'anTeforUoTirihe'Mayny 
Fehniary 7th, 1752. 



Ön!RODÜCTION BT THE COMMISSIONBRS OF THE 
CLASSIS OF AMSTERDAM. 



Grace with peace, and love with faith, from Qod 
tbe Eather, and tbe Lord Jesns Christ, be witb tbe 
Bretbren, and witb all cbaritable Christians, wbo 
love Zion, and are grieved for tbe afflictions of 
Joseph. 

The extensive fraternal correspondence whicb 
our classis keeps up, not without labor and expense, 
with tbe most of churches in foreign parts, as well 
in tbe distant East as in tbe West, shows bow mach 
they take their condition to beart, and bow willingly 
they do their part, according to their best ability, 
to assist them with counsel, and by acts of benevo- 
lence. The congregations in tbe wbole of tbe 
nortbern part of America, have already, for a long 
time, been objects of their especial care and 
attention. The condition of tbe Dutcb congrega- 
tions in New Netherland, Kew York, New Albany, 
and other places, bas from time to time been made 
tolerably familiär to her ; and, that tbe Classis bas 
not refased to extend to thera their tender love and 
care, tbe congregations tbemselves can best testify. 

As regards tbe true condition of tbe German 
congregations in Pennsylvania and neighboring 
Provinces, they had hitherto been able to obtain 
but little reliable Information, however much their 

(95) 



96 LIFE AKD LABOES OF SCHLATTBB. 

attention has been directed toward them. They 
couldy it is true, discover that the congregations 
were evidently increasing in nombers, inasmuch as 
thousands of persona, from the Falatinate, from 
Switzerland, and from other parts of Germany 
emigrated thither, among whom were very many * 
attached to the Evangelical doctrine and worship 
of the Keformed chureh. Whether they are all 
under good or bad training, it is not for us to 
decide. 

The less the Classis was able to obtain light in 
regard to these people, the more was their desire 
for information increased, and they have been 
careftil not to lose sight of this prominent branch 
of the Protestant and Eeformed chureh ; especially 
that part in the New "World; bat sought oppor- 
tunity to turn the stream of Netherland benevo- 
lence in that direction ; the more so, as it seemed 
that there was great need of teachers, and that the 
wants of the congregations were very great. 

About twenty years ago, it appeared as if there 
was a prospect of obtaining information in regard 
to the condition of these churches, and of being 
placed in a Situation to extend the right kind of 
assistance to our brethren in the same faith who 
had removed to the New World. A minister and 
an eider, Rev. Mr. Weiss and Eider Reif, came 
over from America, and made known to the Synod 
of South and North Holland, and also to our 
Classis, the pressing wants of the scattered and 
shepherdless sheep of this new field of the Chureh 
of Qod, and entreated for support and help. 
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Kow, although tbe true position of afiairs, and 
the precise condition of the congregatione in these 
regions, remained very much hidden, yea, in the 
dark, yet still tbe Christian Synod and our Classis 
did not lose sight of this interest. The article 
having reference to the churches in Pennsylvania, 
still remained alive in the acts of every Synod, and 
all the Classis give assnrance, from year to year, 
that they desire more particular Information in 
regard to this point. 

In the year 1746, the Rev. Michael Schlatter, 
Y. D. M., of St. Gall, in Switzerland, was led 
hither by that divine Providence which we shoald 
never forget to adore. This man, worthy, learned, 
and gifled of Qod with many talents, aiter he 
became acquainted with one and another of tbe 
members of our Classis, and had made known bis 
inclination to devote himself, at least for a time, 
to tbe Service of bis destitate bretbren in tbe faith 
in Pennsylvania, among v?^bom were many of bis 
own countrymen, was recommended to tbe Depu- 
ties of botb Synods, with whom he also himself 
became more intimately acquainted. These saw 
in bim so many evidences of firm and correct judg- 
ment, peculiar fitness, and glowing zeal, to serve 
tbe Church of God also in- these distant t'egions, 
that they regarded it good and proper, not only to 
send bim into this field as a regulär shepherd and 
teacber, but also, with tbe füll consent of botb 
Synods, to invest bim with one of tbe most impor^ 
taut commissions, which was comprebended in 
most positive Instructions : namely, that he should 
9 
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Visit, in tbe name and by direction of the Synods 
of South and North Holland, the scattered congre- 
gations which exist in this whole country, carefuUy 
to inquire into their condition, and bring them, as 
far as possible, into proper order and regnlation 
by ordaining eiders and deacons. Farther, that 
he should ascertain from each congregation how 
mneh they could and would contribnte annually 
for the Support of a minister in case one should be 
sent to them ; and that he might also, after he had 
arranged all these matters, and had, from time to 
time, given a faithful and reliable report to the 
Christian Synods, select for himself, in some con- 
gregation, a place of permanent labor, to which, 
if the people desired, they might call him as their 
regulär Pastor. 

Our Classis took a prominent part in this matter, 
and gave to it its support in every way and man- 
ner to the extent of its ability. Mr. Schlatter, 
convinced of our zeal and care for the churches in 
Pennsylvania, freely promised to keep up a corres- 

pondence with our Classis. 

In the first year after bis departure, we reeeived 

a report of bis safe arrival in America, and an 

account of what he, from time to time, accom- 

plisbed, by which the Christian Synod and our 

Classis reeeived more though still inadequate Hght ; 

nevertbeless, it became evident to them that there 

existed the greatest want of ministers, and that the 

most of these members were erring and wandering 

about without shepherds, seeking good pastures, 

but scarcely finding any. 



SCHLATTER'S APPEAL. 99 

The Christian Synode, and also our Classis, have 
endeavored, as far as possible, to devise means to 
meet this want ; and already in the two first years 
they sent over four ministers. One of these, how- 
ever, it has pleased a sovereign God to remove, 
throngh an unexpected and very melancholy death, 
just at the time when he was ready to enter npon 
his holy duties in the large congregation «it Lan- 
caster, which had given him a regulär call. An- 
other, instead of promoting peace, unitj^, and 
edification, and doing the work of an evangelist in 
the congregation which desired his Services, suf- 
fered himself unfortunately to be used as an instru- 
ment to disturb the much desired and blooming 
peace, allowing himself to be persuaded, without 
an orderly call and confirmation by the churches, 
to perform ministerial Services in a small part of 
the congregations of Philadelphia and German. 
town, to which Mr. Schlatter had been regularly 
called, and in which he had been properly installed, 
where also he had performed his duties with all 
faithfnlness. Thus, there has not been aa much 
accomplished as was expected. 

During the following years very few, indeed 
almost no reports were received which could give 
US a more satisfactory and true idea of the condi- 
tion of the congregations ; because the majority of 
the letters that were sent were lost through the 
unfortunate war troubles and other casualties. 
On the contrary, nnfavbrable and partial reports 
were sent in through Mr. N". to the Eeverend 
Depaties of the Synod, and these did not fail to be 
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accompanied with exaggerations and additions, 
calculated to bring Mr. Schlatter into bad repute. 

These two unfortnnate circnmstances Coming 
together brought our Christian Synods and also 
our Classis into deep concern; yea, even caused 
US to fear that our hopes would again be frustrated 
and our labor prove in vain. 

At the time, however, when wo were in the 
utmost perplexity, and were well nigb ready to 
give up all as lost, Mr. Schlatter appeared 
just at the right time in our Classical Assem- 
bly, which was held on the 3d of May in this 
year, 1751, He showed us his instructions from 
the Reverend Coetus in Pennsylvania, asked 
for time and opportunity to give the necessary 
Information in regard to the matter, that the 
Classis might be convinced of the pressing wants 
of the congregationef in these regions, and be the 
more powerfully moved to extend faithful aid and 
deliverance in every possible way to these sheep 
without shepherds. 

The Classis saw as well the importance as the 
greatness of this work ; and feit that it was much 
too far-reaching to be acted upon as it deserved 
during the present meeting. It, therefore, saw 
proper to refer the matter to a committee, and 
appointed us the undersigned, to enter into closer 
communication with Mr. Schlatter, carefuUy to 
examine the writings he has brought with him, 
which refer to the discord#in the congregations in 
Philadelphia and Germantown, but especially to 
the condition of the churches in Pennsylvania, and 
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to report on the whole matter at the next meeting 
of Classis« 

The committee spent the foUowing day, besides 
several other days, in interview with Mr. Schlat- 
ter, and in carefully examining a great number 
of very important testimonials, written in. Latin, 
German, Dutch, and English. From these they 
have found : 

1. The perfect innocence of Mr. Schlatter in 
the matter of those discords, and the improper 
conduct of Rev. Mr. Steiner, and the few who 
adhered to him. We might here give a füll 
aecount of this affair, had not Mr. Schlatter 
most earnestly besought U8 to say as little as 
possible in regard to it, inasmach as he did not 
come over here to complaiu, or to bring tidin gs of 
misfortune, for he had learned to forbear with 
long-snffering and patience what was laid upon 
him, and as he hoped by bis love, discretion, and 
forbearance, to be able also to win those who had 
hitherto been influenced by prejudiee against him. 

Kevertheless, we cannot omit stating that, to 
our füll satisfaction and with much pleasure, we 
have read very many testimonials, as well from 
civil soarces as from ecclesiastical meetings and 
persona, in which Mr. Schlatter is not only fuUy 
justified in regard to this matter, but also in 
general, highly praised on aecount of bis upright- 
ness, peaceableness, and the unwearied zeal and 
faithfulness which he hes shown, as well in carry- 
ing out the objects of bis commission, as in the 
duties of bis office, and in bearing upon his heart 
9* 
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the interests of the church in Pennsylvania. Among 
tbese testimonials we may mention as of particular 
note: one from His Excellency the Governor 
embodied in his passport: one from the noble, 
worthy Mayor of Philadelphia : one also from the 
six respectable mcn, mostiy of religions sentiments, 
differing from his, who had been appointed as 
arbitrators: one from Hon. R. Peters, secretary of 
State in Pennsylvania: one from the church in 
Pennsylvania itself : one from the congregation in 
Philadelphia, signed by the Eiders, Deacons, and 
many other members: one from Dr. R. Jenney, 
commissary and minister of the English churches 
in Pennsylvania : one from the Eeverends Robert 
Gross, Gilbert Tennant, and Charles Beatty, Presby- 
terian ministers in and about Philadelphia: and 
finally, one from the Evangelical Lutheran Minis- 
terium, which body had been consolted by Mr. 
Steiner hiraself in regard to this matter, and 
which declared him as wholly in the wrong, and 
earnestly advised him that he should desist from 
his attempts. 

2. As regards the condition of the churches in 
Pennsylvania, we have received so much light from 
the extensive Diary in which Mr. Schlatter has 
given an account, not only of his frequent jour- 
neys to many congregations near and remote, 
bat also of his acts and labors in them, so that we 
were in the highest degree surprised at the unwearied 
and almost incredible labors which this faithful 
servant of God — whom in this respect, we may call 
an apostolical man — has devoted to the churches 
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iu Pennsylvania, and rejoiced in view of the divine 
Support wbich be has experienced in them. At 
the same time, our hearts have been moved in 
tenderest sympatby by tbe truly sad and deplorable 
condition of so many thousand souls, wbo banger 
fo£ the Word of tbe living God ; and in view of tbe 
large number in congregations, wbo like sbeep 
witbout sbepherds, are wandering about starving 
and weak witbout water, in a land wbich is as tbe 
sbadow of deatb. We have been so deeply 
impressed by these facts as to desire with all our 
bearts, that the main substance of them might not 
only be read by a few in the Acts of our Christian 
Synods — in wbich even the shortest extract would 
be too long for insertion — but that they might also 
be brought publicly before all congregations, with 
the hope that they would thereby be awakened to 
know and appreciate more highly the Privileges 
wbich they enjoy in this blessed land, and also 
strongly incited, not only to agonize in prayer for 
these congregations calling for help, but also to fly 
to their aid with gifts of love, that by these means, 
under the divine blessing, their rescue may be 
gradually effected. 

On this ground, and to this end, we in a friendly 
way suggested to Mr. Schlatter whether bis Rev- 
erence would not think it well, with the counsel 
and approbation of the Reverend deputies, tUriusque 
Synodij to present a detailed statement, as well of 
bis labors as of the congregations themselves, and 
to make it the basis of a humble application, which 
he is to make to the Christian Synods in behalf of 
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tbese congregationSy and immediately to have it 
printed : that thos it migbt first be laid npon the 
table of the cbristian Sjnods, so tbat all tbebonored 
members of it migbt be in a better condition, in a 
saitable and devout way, to considentbis important 
matter, and tben to fall in witb it accordingly ; and 
afterwards place tbis docnment in tbe bands of all 
wbo are disposed to interest tbemselves in tbe con- 
dition of tbe cborcbes. 

Wben in tbe next Classical meeting, on tbe 7tb 
of June, we made report of onr investigations, and 
laid before tbe Classis, salvo meliorif onr previons 
decision, Mr. Scblatter presented bimself; and, 
permission baving been given, be reported tbat tbe 
Beverend Depaties of tbe Synod did not disapprove 
of tbe advice wbicb tbe committee of tbe Classis 
of Amsterdam bad g^ven bim, bat were of opinion 
tbat it migbt prove useful, and tbat tbe Keverend 
Depaties agree tbat eacb a Statement be printed, 
onlj tbat it be done witboat cost to tbe Synod. He 
asked fartber, tbat fbe Classis woald lend bim a 
belping band, and not only examine the statement 
which he bad drawn ap, and aid him in having it 
printed, bat especially, also to aecompany it witb a 
preface, in order tbat the condition of the churches 
of Pennsylvania migbt be recommended to the 
liberality of such as are blessed witb means to aid 
and encourage them. He asked especially, that 
this Classis would not only itself take to beart the 
wants of tbese destitate members and congrega- 
tions, and give positive assistance to so many needy 
ones, who besides calling to Qod, call also to them ; 
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bat that, at tbe approaching raeeting of the 
Cbristiau Synod of North Holland, and wherever 
tbey sbould be able, tbey would aid in advancing 
tbe best intcrests of tbese congregations. 

After tbe meeting bad bestowed proper considera- 
tion upon tbese representations, tbe committee 
previously appointed to investigate tbis matter were 
8olicited anew, and it was made tbeir duty, to 
lend Mr. Scblatter assistance in baving bis report 
printed in tbe most convenient way, and also, if 
tbey tbougbt it would be of Service, to accompany 
it witb a preface, in tbe name of tbe Classis, 
recommending tbe case of the churches in Penn- 
sylvania. In the meantime also, tbe Classis, at a 
future meeting, wbich is usually beld before Synod, 
would deQide, bow, and in wbat way, tbese desti- 
tute congregations might be most effectually 
assisted, and if possible, fuUy delivered from tbeir 
distressful condition. 

Wben tbe committee, as early as it was possible, 
bad tbeir first meeting, tbey were concerned iirst 
of all, as to bow tbey might secure a bookseller 
who woold be willing to print tbis report at bis own 
risk and expense, and to deliver to Mr. Scblatter 
as many copies gratis as be might need to distribute 
among tbe Beverend members of Synod, in ouir 
Classis, and otherwise, wherever it migl4 be tbougbt 
necessary. It was concluded to represent the 
matter to Mr. J. Loveringb, bookseller, and a 
faitbfal Deacon in tbis congregation, who at once 
assumed tbis responsibility out of love to tbese 
congregations ; yet witb tbese conditions, namely, 
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tbat he ßboold be at liberty» after Mr. Scblatter 
bad laid tbe book not only before tbe Christiaa 
Sjnod of South Holland, but also tbat of North 
Holland, publicly to seil tbe same, and tbat tbe 
Reverend committee, as far as they were able, 
would prevent any one disposed to speculate in it 
from printing and poblishing an cdition before he 
sbould be permitted to make bis edition public; 
and tbat they would therefore agree tbat tbe 
Reverend committee of Classis declare no copies 
as genuine, except such as were undersigned by bis 
own band ; to which condition they readily agreed. 
Since all tbe conditions already stated, agreeably 
to the intention as well of tbe Reverend Deputies, 
utriusque Synodij äs of our Classis, were thus met 
and satisfied, the committee, on account of the 
approaching opening of the Christian Synod of 
South Holland, have solicited one of their number, 
by the name of Kulenkamp, in connection with 
Mr. Schlatter to undertake and complete the 
work without loss of time, acting in. concert with 
the other members of the committee; and tbat 
above all, they ebpuld present the preface, before 
it is handed to tbe publisher, to a meeting of the 
committee to be called for tbat purpose, that they 
might examine and sign it. All this, the member 
of the committee to whom it was committed, 
cheerfully undertook in dependence upon the grace 
of God — though he saw fully how severe would 
be the task, on account of the short time in which 
it was to be done, and from other circumstances — 
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and has Bought to perform it according to the best 
of his ability. 

Here there is a Publication in which is aeen, on 
the one band, tbe surprising and nnwearied labors 
performed by Mr. Scblatter in the proaecntion 
of the work committed to him by the appointment 
of the Synod in 1746 ; and, on the other band, it 
also reveals the sad and destitute condition of 
many forlorn congregations in this newly-disco* 
vered part of the world. The facta, moreover, 
furnish proper occasion for the humbleet sigha and 
prayers, and they ought to awaken the hearts, not 
only of the higher ecclesiastical assemblies, but of 
all raembers of the Reformed Churches of the 
Netherlands, who can feel the power of sympathy, 
and who love the prosperity of Zion, to extend the 
most liberal assistance. We see no reason why we 
sliould plead the cause of these needy and destitute 
congregations beföre the Christian Synod. Mr. 
Scblatter, thcir delegate and their organ, has 
caused their plaintive and heart-moving voice to 
sound in the ears of our ecclesiastical assemblies 
in such a manner that we must do violence to our 
own feelings when we even think of entertaining 
any fears that these assemblies will close their 
hearts against the call of these needy and forsaken 
brethren. We are anxious lest when we present 
reasons for activity it might seem as if in one way 
or other we doubted the zeal, care, and benevo- 
lence of the Christian Synods. This be far from 
US. The Christian Synods, especially those of 
North and South Holland, have for many years 
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sliown how warmly their hearts are bound to the 
churches of Pennsj'lvania. They have raanifested 
a far too strong desire and been at much too great 
pains to obtain a füll report of the tnie condition 
of the churches in that land, now when their wish 
in this respect is fulfiUed, and all desired informa- 
tion has been laid before them by him whom five 
yeare ago they themselves sent over for that pur- 
pose, to close their hearts and bands and decline 
affording all the actual help and enconragement 
which may be in their power. 

We only ask of our brethren to receive it kindly 
and construe it in the most favorable light, when 
we express our desire that what Mr. ßehlatter 
so tenderly presents in regard to the Heathenism 
of the ancient inhabitants of this land may be 
made an essential item to be considered in the 
deliberations of the Synod. We feel onrselves the 
more urged to ask this, because it seems to ns that 
the labors which should be bestowed in this direc- 
tion would be more fruitful than those which have 
been bestowed upon other heathens, on account 
of the good-nature and docile spirit which charac- 
terize these Pagan tribes. What especially inspires 
US with the hope that, under the blessing of God, 
such an eflfort would not be in vain, is the assur- 
ance which Mr. Schlatter gives us, that he had 
more than once heard from the Honorable Conrad 
Weiser — a highly respectable and respected person 
Standing in connection with the Government in 
Pennsylvania, who is acquainted with the language 
of these heathens, and has often been sent to them 
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with commissioDs from the govcrnmeDt, and who 
is employed as Interpreter by the autborities, and 
wbo, on aceount of bis bonesty and experience, 
Stands in bigb confidonce with tbem; that these 
beathens love very mucb to hear religion spoken 
of, and give evident signs tbat tbey desire to be 
instructed in it; and tbat tbey appear to sbow 
reverence towards tbose wbo, in a suitable way, 
speak to tbem on tbe eubject of religion. 

Wbo knows wben it may be God's time to bave 
mercy upon tbe blind beatben ? Wbilst, tben, we 
seek in simplicity to do wbat we can, tbat tbe 
Reformed congregations may be provided with 
more true and able ministers, tbere will, no doubt, 
also be found among tbem one and anotber wbo 
bas consecrated bis wbole beart to tbe work of 
building up tbe kingdom of Christ, and wbo will 
be anxious to be placed in a condition wbere he 
may cast out tbe net of tbe Gospel on the other 
side of tbe sbip among tbe beathens, in hope and 
with ardent prayer, tbat from tbem also be may 
win some to tbe Lord. 

Keeping in mind tbat the bürden of tbe call 
from Pennsylvania is for pious and well-qualified 
ministers and pastors, we take tbe liberty frater- 
nally to remind tbe Christian Synods of tbis, and 
call upon tbem to take into careful consideration 
the suggestions of Mr. Schlatter on tbis point. 
Nearly tbe largest number of congregations con- 
sists of German Reformed, who desire ministers 
that understand and preach in their own language. 
Wbere, now, can we seek and find these except in 
10 
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those ]ands from which tbe most of these members 
bave emigrated tbither. Experience teacbes us 
tbat not all tbose, who, from time to time, come 
over from Germany and offer themselves to us to 
be sent to Pennsylvania, are proper subjects to 
accomplisb a truly good work in tbis country, It 
also often bappens tbat tbe Reverend Depaties of 
tbe Synods, as well as oar Classis, bave not tbe 
opportunity of obtaining tbe necessary Information 
as to bow sucb persons stand, and wbat are tbe 
true reasons wby they wish to leave or must leave 
tbeir previous location and tbeir fatberland; so 
tbat when sucb are bere accepted as ministers, and 
afterwards go to Pennsylvania, tbey sbow only 
too soon wby tbey could not remain witb tbeir 
congregations in tbeir fatberland. 

According to our judgment, one wbo is ac- 
quainted witb tbe condition of tbe Pennsylvania 
congregations, and wbo knows wbat course to 
pursue in tbe Palatinate, and especially in Switzer- 
land, will, by going tbitber witb valid testimonials 
of autbority, perform more toward accomplisbing 
tbis great end tban bas been done by a multitude 
of letters in many years. 

Sbould tbe Christian Synod acquiesce in tbis 
opinion, wbo (we bope our mucb-respected bretb* 
ren will excuse our freedom ; we cbeerfally submit 
to a better judgment, and only present our tbougbts 
on the subject,) would be better qualilied and suited 
for sucb a mission tban be wbo bas already given 
sucb proof of bis faitbfulness, unwearied labor, and 
foresight, in carrying out bis Synodical Coramis- 
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ßion, to whom also the Pennsylvania Coctus and 
all tbe coDgrcgations have intrusted thcir interests 
and desires, and wbo has manifested how devotedly 
he bears them on bis beart, since be bas left bebind 
bim bis wife in a most delicate Situation — to wbom 
be can scarcely allude witbout tears — and came 
bitber witb empty bands, trusting bimself implicitly 
to tbe fatberly care of God, and wbo is still furtber 
willing and ready for tbe service sbould he be 
sent farther, if only, by tbe blessing of Qod, be 
can accomplish sometbing for tbe congregations 
wbicb lie so near bis beart. We coald say mueb 
more of tbe qualities of tbis our brother, wbo only 
becomes dearer to us tbe better we learn to know 
bim, did not bis noble spirit of modesty and hu- 
mility forbid us. 

Thus mucb we could not forbear, with due 
reverence, to present to the Christian Synodical 
Assembly for their pious consideration, praying to 
Qod, that, as He has done to tbe Netherlands, so 
He would also do to the churches of Pennsylvania, 
doing them good out of Zion and sending them 
help from bis sanctuary. Since, however, tbis 
publication niay also fall under tbe eye of such 
membera of our Church as delight in the prosperity 
of Zion, and desire that the walls of Jerusalem may 
also be built up in these foreign regions, among 
whom, through God's goodness, tbere are many in 
our land wbo . are able to do more than merely to 
wish good to the needy, and to whom God has 
given, not only the means, but also the beart to 
assist them in a real way, we cannot omit, in tbe 
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most eamest manner, to commend to tbeir cliarity 
and liberality tbe pressing wants of so many thoa- 
sand Bouls who hnnger for the word of Qod, and 
so many congregations of those of the hoosehold 
of faith who are without shepherds in a stränge 
land. 

To show fayor to the exile and £11 the hands of 
tbe poor, has hitherto been a shining gern in tbe 
crown of the beneficent Christians of the Kether- 
lands, and is no small reason wby we now rejoice in 
tbe blessings of prosperity. Many thonsands have 
nntil now experieneed tbis at onr hands ; may tbe 
churches of Pennsylvania also receive proof that 
tbis same spirit still lives. 

The subjects which we commend to your love, 
are according to the report, over tbirty thousand 
sonls ; which are divided into more than forty-six 
congregations, scattered through a widely extended 
land — a land in which they are strangers. These 
call to your Christian sympatbies, ye who have 
been so bighly favored of God. They call not for 
bread and raiment for the support of the body, not 
for money to build splendid churches ; but for gifts 
of love, wberewith to support pastors who shall 
give to them the bread of life, after which tbeir 
souls hunger ; wberewith to support schoolmasters, 
that tbeir dearest pledges, tbeir tender cbildren, 
may not become the victims of Satan and the 
World, but may be nurtured in the knowledge and 
fear of God, and bear away tbeir immortal souls 
as gain. Yea, final ly, that they may procure for 
themselves the precious Bible, and othcr necessary 
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books, that so they may better Icam the way of 
salvation, and that the excellencies of the divine 
law may not be unknown among them. 

Those who plead for your assistance are, it is 
trae, personally strangers to us, having come from 
other lands, and now dwell in another part of the 
World; but they are, nevertheless, not only our 
fellow beings — and how shall we withhold our 
sympathies from our own flesh — they are also 
fellow Christians ; yea, they are of the household 
of believersy who confess the same precious faith 
with US, and among whom many are found who 
excel many among us in a tender fear of Ood ; 
whoy while they ask for our love and intercession, 
also send up to heaven ardent prayers for the good 
of Zion in the iE^etherlands, and who desire the 
prosperity of our Jerusalem, in which piety our 
kindness will yet more encourage them. 

We know füll well, that your love has been very 
much drawn upon, and the fountain of your charity 
has been well nigh exhausted by the many gifts 
which you have bestowed, not only upon the needy 
in your own land, but also upon strangers who 
come from all quarters, and extract their honey 
from the flowers of your liberality. It is also true, 
that you often obtain but little fruit from such ; on the 
other band, the results often show that the most 
of such help is lost, and used for other purposes, in 
the same way as that which, some 20 years ago, 
was contributed for the good of the Pennsylvania 
churches, and which, with a small exception, was 
not applied to the end for which it was giveii. 
10* 
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This being all so, we can, nevertheless, assure 
you that you can never bestow your tender gifts in 
a safer way tban now. The Commissioner of these 
congregations asks that be may be excased from 
collectiDg your gifts of love. He also desires tbat 
not a pency niay be plaeed in bis bands, or nnder 
bis supervision. Tbat wbicb eacb one may find it 
in bis beart fuUy to give, is not immediately to be 
consumed ; but to be establisbed into a permanent 
capital, and secored in the most careful manner, 
tbe possession and control of wbicb, according to 
Scblatter's own proposal, sball be plaeed nnder 
care, eitber of tbe State autborities of Holland, or 
of bis Higbness, onr bereditary Mayor and faitbful 
foster fatber of tbe cbnrch of Qod, or of tbe 
Cbristian Synod, according as may be tbougbt best, 
wbilst only tbe proceeds of the fand sball be 
annually devoted to tbe purposes for wbicb they 
are intended, through tbe bands of tbe Cbristian 
Synods. 

If, as we earnestly hope, God sball awaken snch 
liberal bearts as He Himself bas so ricbly blessed 
with temporal plenty freely to give, they according 
to onr judgment, nnless tbe Cbristian Synod or the 
bigber powers of the land, to wbicb we snbmit, 
sball otherwise arrange it — ^hand over their gifts to 
the consistory of their own cbnrch, these can pass 
it over to the Classis, and thus again, to where it 
finally belongs. 

Since now this matter is of snch importance, on 
wbicb the eternal well-being of so many thousand 
souls depends, it pleads its own cause, and we 
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entrußt it to your own hearts. We do not, there- 
fore, believe it necessaiy, by many motives, to 8eek 
to move your bowels of compassioiiy and awaken 
your liberality, that it may not seem as if we 
doubted your kindly disposition toward the needy, 
who call upon you for help. Still we may expresa 
the wieh that the congregations of the Netherlands 
might learn better to appreciate their distingnishing 
advantages; and set a greater value upon the 
administration of the word and sacraments, amid 
such a plentiful service in the Gospel, by such a 
host of Evangelists and messengers of peace, 
wherever they compare themselves with the pitiable 
circumstanccs of so many congregations which are 
in distress, because, in so large a vineyard, they 
have no laborers. This one thing, we cannot and 
will not pass over, beloved Christian brethren ; but 
lay it before your eyes, and impress it upon your 
hearts; because it seems so important to us. It 
appears to us piain that Qod designs, in Pennsyl- 
vania, an extensive country which has been, during 
so many centuries, inhabited by the most benighted 
heathen, who, so far as we can see, are not yet 
illuminated by the saving light of the Gospel — to 
prepare for his church a place which shall be a 
refuge to those who for various reasons leave or 
must leave their Fatherland. 

Although it is not for us to set times, we may 
yet regard this as certain, according to the sure 
word of prophecy, that fearfal times and heavy 
persecutions await the Protestant Church, and that 
these are nearer to us than many believe. Who 
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can assore us that the bloody ecoorge, when it ehall 
go abroad, will not come near to us, or that the 
chnrches of the Ketherlands alone shall he saved 
from it! 

Trae, God will so care for His Charch, that it 
shall not he destroyed ; bat it is bonnd to no land, 
of which fact we have many examples bo well 
known, that it is not necessaiy to präsent them 
here. 

God will prepare a Zoar or a Pella for his per- 
secuted exiled people ; bat who can teil as before- 
hand where, and in what part of the world ? fTow 
for several years He has commenced in Pennsyl- 
vania to foand sach a free city, to which many 
thonsands, especiaUy from the Palatinate and 
Switzerland — ^which were the first, and are now the 
principal seats of onr Reformed churches, — have 
already repaired, and fonnd a secnre home. Who 
will say that this place of refage is for them alone? 
"Wonld it not be a great privilege for us, should we 
also be necessitated from our present overflowing 
abundance, to bear thither stones for the bnilding 
and completion of such a Zoar or Pella, since it 
may happen, although we pray that God in mercy 
may avert it, that we or our children, or later 
descendants, may be compelled to fly to such a 
place of refuge? The Lord uphold and bless our 
country under our highly favored government ! The 
£ord bless his Chürch under the care of our cherished 
ecclesiastical assemblies! The Lora bless the 
publication of His Gospel ! The Lord bless also 
those liberal souls who bless others, that they may 
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proBpcr. Tbis is the wish of those, who sabscribe 
tbemselves, 

Tbe bumble co-workers and bretbreu 
of tbe Higb Cburcb Assemblies, and 
of all benevolent Cbristians. 

Tbe committee of tbe Classis of Amsterdam, in 
tbe name and by tbe direction of said Glassis. 

Gerharbüs Kuleneamp, 

V. D. M. Amst. 

Johannes Van Der Worm, 

V. D. M. Amst. 

Jacobus Tyken, 

V. D. M. Amst. 

Johannes Van Der Brock, 

V. D. M. Amst. 

Hermann US Van Loo, 

Y. D. M. at NaardeD. 

David Thomson, 

Minister of the Eoglish Church in Amsterdam« 

Johannes Jaoobüs Kessler, 

Theol. D. German Reformed Minister in Amsterdam. 

So done in our Ässemhlyy 
June 28, 1751. 
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A true and humble Report to the Honoralle Chris- 
tian Synod of the Netherlanda, of the doings of 
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ÄND ALSO 

a Representation of the true aspect and present State 
of the destittUe eongregations of North America. 



About five years ago, I was commissioned by the 
Reverend Synods of South and North Holland, 
fumißhed with extended instructions signed by the 
Deputies of both Synods under date of May 22d, 
1746, and sent to Pennsylvania, to examine into 
the condition of the destitute eongregations, as 
well the German as Dutch Reformed, scattered in 

(118) 
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this and neighboring Provinces. It was made niy 
dutjy aa far as it should be possible bj God's bless- 
ing, to bring these chnrches into proper ecciesiastical 
Order and Organization, and affcerwards to present 
to the Reveread Synod a faithful report of their 
true condition* I bave accordingly endeavored, as 
far as I bave been able, to carry oat tbe important 
commission entrusted to me, which may, under tbe 
divine blessing, conduce to tbe comfort and salva- 
tion of many thousand souls scattered tbrongb tbese 
regions, and intensely bungering after tbe bread of 
life. Nor bave I failed, from time to time, to send 
all necessary information in regard to tbe work, to 
tbe Honorable Depnties of botb Synods, and to tbe 
Classis oi; Amsterdam. 

We bave, bowever, learned to our sorrow, tbat 
tbe most of tbese reports bave been lost tbrougb 
the confusion and irregularities occasioned by tbe 
war and otlier unfortunate circumstances ; and, in 
consequence, tbe needed assistanee from tbe favored 
Ifetberlands bas not been secured. Hence, tbe 
Reverend Assembly, composed of tbe few Qerman 
Reformed ministers witb tbeir eiders, was deeply 
im^ressed tbat it was bigbly necessary tbat tbe 
Clyristian Synods of tbe Netberlands, wbicb for 
so many years bad given proof of tbeir tender con- 
cern for tbe well-being of tbe scattered and well- 
nigb belpless congregations of Pennsylvania, sbould 
be tborougbly informed of tbe true State of tbese 
cburcbes, longing as tbey do for tbe word of tbe 
living Qod, and at tbe same time, on account of 
being witbout pastors, exposed to all kinds of sects 
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and errorists. Tbey cberisb the firm bope and 
confidence tbat wben this is done, tbe Reverend 
Cbureb Aßsemblies will not witbbold tbeir aid, but 
according to tbeir well-tried zeal and universally 
acknowledged cbaritable spirit, take to beart tbe 
urgent necessities of so many tboüsand souls, and 
extend to tbem tbeir strong assistance, refresbing 
tbem witb tbeir gifls of love, and so encouraging 
tbem tbat tbe work of tbe Lord tbus commenced 
in tbese remote regions may be successfully carried 
forward. On tbis ground, tbe Reverend Assembly 
judged it proper, yea, and necessary, to commissiou 
one from tbeir midst to make known, verbally 
and in writing, tbe true State of tbings, and bumbly 
and beartily to solicit substantial belp and support. 
Tbe cboice bas fallen upon me ; and I bave been 
very tenderly exborted by ray bretbren to give 
myself to tbis Service ; and, altbougb I bave in tbis 
new country, scarcely enjoyed any rest during five 
years, I neitber could nor would refuse, but will- 
ingly, and in tbe fear of God, bave taken upon 
myself tbis labor. 

Accordingly, after baving been provided by tbe 
Reverend Assembly witb extended Instructions, 
bearing date, December 15tb, 1750, witb a letter 
from my congregation in Fbiladelpbia — among 
wbom, during my absence, tbe Services will be con- 
ducted by my beloved bretbren, Reverends Weiss, 
Leydicb, and Liscby — :under date of December tbe 
13tb of tbe same year, and witb otber documents, 
wbicb migbt be found necessary, I took my leave 
amid many prayers and tears, &om tbe coogrega- 
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tion which had.been committed to my care, from 
my worthy brethren, and my beloved wife, and in 
the name of Qod, entered upon my journey. 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, who has safely 
led me and brought me into this fitvored land, — 
the land, as I hope and believe, of our help. 

First of all, I sought and found opportunity to 
open the subject of my mission, as well before the 
venerable Deputies of both Synods, as also before 
the Deputies of the Reverend Classis of Amsterdam ; 
these have taken the trouble, as far as possible, 
carefuUy to examine my doeuments and letters. 
These last suggested to me whether it would not 
be best to draw out from my papers, and exhibit in 
the way of a brief extract, the true condition of 
the churches in Pennsylvania, as I had found them 
in my repeated journeys, and deliver the same in a 
printed form to the venerable Synods, that thus it 
might not only be examined by the respective 
members, but also be the more readily brought 
under the eye of all the Church offieers of the 
JtTetherlands, and even before all other Christians, 
who love the prosperity of Zion, to awaken them 
to extend kindly help. 

I presented this Suggestion to the venerable 
Deputies of both Synods. These very Eeverend 
men approved of it, and thought it would be 
profitable, in case it could be done without any cost 
to me. 

The Reverend Classis of Amsterdam, in answer 
to my humble solicitation, appointed acommissioner 
to aid me in this matter — not only in having my 
11 
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Statement printed without any cost to me, but also, 
ES it was judged necessary, to accompany tbe same 
with an Introdaction. The result bears witness to 
tbe zeal and tender interest of tbese Reverend 
brethren, whicb I respectfuUy acknowledge, with 
all gratitiide. 

Thus I am placed in a condition to lay before 
tbe venerable Church Assembly this brief extract; 
accompanying it with tbe hamble prayer, that it 
may be attentively and favorably considered, and 
that God may move tbe bearts of this venerable 
Assembly, as well as of all who bear concem for 
the Church of God, to deep sympathy and kindly 
acts of assistance in favor of so many thousand 
sheep without shepherds. 

Here I present nothing conceming my own 
particular afiOäirs, or such things as happened to my 
own person, since I publicly presented the writings 
that pertain to this before the commissioners of the 
venerable Synods and the Reverend Classis of 
Amsterdam, and submit myself willingly in this 
respect to the judgment of this venerable Assembly. 
I will only, in extracts from my diary or daily 
register, briefly communicate in what condition I 
found the scattered congregations m my journeys 
through the düBferent Provinces of North America; 
and what I have there done in order, as far as 
possible, to organize and arrange them : that thus 
the venerable Assembly may be placed in a position 
to judge how far I have fulfilled the high com« 
mission entrusted to me five years ago by the 
venerable Synods of South and !(forth Holland. I 
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"Will also seek bonestly to lay open the true condi- 
tion of the churches of Pennsylvania and neigh- 
boring Provinces, and make my suggestions — yet 
Bubmitting all to a better jadgment — as to tbe 
manner in which belp may most successfully be 
afibrded them, laying all in the most hnmble manner 
at the feet of the yenerable Assembly, and com* 
mending it to their love. 



SCHLATTER'S JOURNAL. 



Extract from my daily Journal during my traveb 
in North America^ in the Provinces of New JEng*- 
landy New Netherland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia, under the direction of 
the Reverend Synods of North and South Holland^ 
from A. D. 1746 to 1751. 



Section I. 
1746. 

His voyage — arriral in Boston — journey, via Newport and 
New York, to Philadelphia — visit to Revt. Boehm and Weiss, 
and Eider Reif — return to Philadelphia — labors there — yisit 
to Rev. Dorstius in Bucks county — return to Philadelphia — 
opens his commission there — ^yisit to Germantown — arrange- 
ments there. 

On the Ist of June, 1746, after having committed 
myself to the Divine guidance and protection, I 
took ßhip at Amsterdam and sailed for Boston in 
North America. 

On the llth, we ran in between the Orkney 

Islands, on the north of Scotland, where we re- 

mained tili the 23d, during which time we saw the 

sun only on two days. The inhabitants, who 

appear to be a people of kind disposition, assured 

(124) 
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HS that in tbose regions they usually have, daring 
the year, uine months winter, two months rough, 
and only about one month good weather. 

On the 28d, we proceeded very prosperously on 
cur voyage tili we reacbed tbe newly-discovered 
land near Cape Breton. But on the 24tb of July, 
daring an exceedingly dark night, we feil in with 
Sable Island, a very dangerous place, not far from 
Cape Breton ; and I cannot call to mind, without 
a ehudder, bnt, at the same time, with thanks to 
6od, the imminent danger we were in of losing onr 
ship, goods, and lives, in the wild waves, whicb 
certainly would have been our fate, had not God, 
who is mighty to redeem, contrary to all our ex- 
pectations, rescned us, granting to us, in answer to 
our prayers, deliverance from our fears. Escaped 
from these perils, we were brooght safely to Boston, 
onr desired harbor, in seven days, where we sought 
to bring Hirn our bounden tribute of thanksgiving 
and praise. 

When, on the Ist of August, we had arrived i^n 
Boston — the largest and most populous city of the 
English colonies in America, containing about 
3000 well-built houses — ^I was received in this land 
of my pilgrimage with much love and kindness by 
the Honorable I. Wendel, a distinguished Holland 
merchant, and an officer in the government there. 
This friendly reception encouraged me, and gave 
new life to my hope that God would prosper me 
n my way. 

After I had sent my baggage on before me by 
vater to Philadelphia and New York, through the 
ll* 
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favor of my distinguished friend I set out od tbe 
4th of the ßame month on my journey by land in 
the agreeable Company of Dr. Beckmann. 

On the 7th, we came to Newport, lying seventy 
Englisb miles^ distant from Boston, a respectable 
and well-situated town on Khode Island, witb a 
convenient and 'safe harbor, from which ships can 
reacb tbe sea in tbe space of one bour. 

On tbe lltb, after we bad travelled 230 more of 
tbese miles, we reacbed H*ew York, or Ifew Am- 
Bterdara, tbe capital of tbe Province of tbe New 
Ketberlands, containing about 2000 bouses. Tbis 
city, aa well as Long Island and otber places lying 
East and Soutb, as well as along tbe main land, 
and along tbe banks of tbe Nortb River to Albany, 
and on to Scobarie, more tban 250 miles into tbe 
interior, and toward Canada, is settled mostly 
witb well-disposed Low Dutcb inbabitants. During 
my stay in tbat city I received special proofs of 
friendsbip from tbe tbree Dutcb ministers, espe- 
cially from tbe venerable Fatber Du Bois, wbo is 
equally esteemed by tbe Englisb and Dutcb, and 
wbo bas already labored in tbe ministry witb great 
success für more tban fifty years, and bas reacbed 
tbe age of eighty. Tbis is anotber proof tbat tbis 
-climate is as favorable to bealtb as tbat of Europe. 
Indeed, from my own experience, I can truly testify, 
tbat often, wben contemplating tbe towns, tbe level 

' I shall, hereafter, always reckon the distance I pass over 
from one place to another accordiDg to the measure of English 
milesi of which about three make what is called in German a 
" Stunde." 
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country, the climate, and tbe sensible inhabitants, 
living in tbe eame manner, enjoying tbe same 
culture, pursaing tbe same business, and differing 
bat little from Europeans, I could scarcely realize 
tbat I was in reality in a distant quarter of tbe 
World. 

On tbe 6tb of September, I came to Pbiladelpbia, 
a distance of ninety-five miles from New York, 
wbere tbe eiders of tbe German Beformed Cburch 
received me witb mucb tfender affection and joy, 
and secured me lodgings witb an eider, in wbose 
bouse I resided eigbt montbs, tbongb at my own 
expense. 

On tbe 7tb, I went a distance of sixteen miles to 
Wij;pen,* to visit tbe oldest German minister in 
tbese regions, wbom tbe Lord bas since released 
from bis post, tbe Eev. J. B. Boebm. Tbe vene- 
rable man received me in tbe most friendly manner, 
and promised, after he understood my commission 
and Instructions, beartily to assist me in counsel 
and in deed, wbicb be bas also fulfiUed to tbe 
extent of bis power. 

On tbe 8tb, I went out eigbt miles from tbence, 
to see Mr. J. JReif, to require of bim, agreeably to 
tbe Instructions of tbe Synod, an account of tbe 
moneys coUected in Holland by bim and Rev. G. M. 
Weiss, sixteen years previously, for tbe benefit of 
tbe cburcbes of Pennsylvania. Having declared 

* Thus, he waa onlj oyer one night io Philadelphia hasten, 
ing to his Trork. The reader will notice throughout his Jour- 
nal how little time he spent in intervals. His industrj is 
astonishing. 
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himself ready to render account, I fixed the time 
for settlement twelve days later, and gave him the 
privilege of naming the place of meeting for that 
purpose. 

That no time might be lost, I returned to Phila- 
delphia on the 9th, a distance of twenty-three miles, 
to make inquiry in relation to the 130 German 
Bibles, which, some years before, had been sent 
thither by the aflectionate care of the Christian 
Synods of Holland. Without much difficulty, I 
fouud them in the careful hands of the Honorable 
Benjamin Schumaker, who also, as soon as he saw 
my authority, and learned from me that the freight 
on the Bibles had already been paid to Mr. Z. 
Hoppe in Rotterdam, very cheerfully transferred 
to me 118 bound and twelve unbound copies, all 
of which were in a good State of preservation ; and 
he declined receiving anything for the expenses 
which he had incurred on their accoant. 

Of these Bibles, first of all, I either carried 
myself, or sent, a copy to most of the congregations 
in Pennsylvania for the use of the pulpits. Far- 
ther, fifty copies were placed at the disposal of the 
oflB.cers of the churches, to be distributed according 
to their discretion to the poor. Others I gave to 
one and another poor persons in the way of loan, 
thereby to strengthen their zeal in reading and 
examining the word of God. Six or eight of them 
I sold in Order to use the proceeds in the purchase 
of Catechisms for the use of the school children, 
and about twenty-four copies still remain in my 
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hands to be disposed of whenever necessity may 
require. 

On the llth, with the assistance of Rev. Boehm, 
I administered the Holy Supper to about 100 com- 
munieants in Philadelphia. 

On the 18th, I received a letter from Rev. G. M. 
Weiss and Mr. J. Reif, inviting me to meet them 
at the house of the latter on the 21st, in order to 
settle their accounts. 

In the meantime, I sought to bring into proper 
Order the congregation in Philadelphia, and to 
unite it with Germantovvn, lyiug six miles distant, 
which could both be served on every Lord's day 
by one minister, to whom also tbey would be able 
to give an adequate support. 

On the 16th, I went to Bucks county, a distance 
of sixteen miles, to greet Rev. P. H. Dorstius, who, 
when made acquainted with my instructions, re- 
ceived me in a raost friendly and paternal manner, 
oflfered to render me bis assistance in every way, 
and promised me, at a convenient time, to organ- 
ize bis consistory and report to me the result. 
After this, I returned to Philadelphia. The next 
day the eiders showed me the new stone churcb 
which is in progress of building. 

On the 18th, I preached in the old, half-fallen 
churcb in Philadelphia, from Isaiah xlviii. 17, 18. 
After the close of the service, I gave to the whole 
congregation an exposition of the Synodical in- 
structions which I had brought from the Fatherland. 

This awakened inconceivable joy, and inspired 
new life in the minds of the people. They thanked 
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God, with tears of joy, because He had awakened 
the hearts of the miuisters and Church Judicatories 
in Holland to interest themselves in behalf of these 
distant regions and to provide for the welfare of 
their immortal souls. With much melting of 
heart, I found occasion for gratitude, and took 
delight in thanking God for this good beginning, 
and, at the same time, I entreated Hirn most 
humbly to confirm in the people the good disposi- 
tions which He had effected, to advance the work, 
and seal it by His Holy Spirit to the glory of Hi3 
ever-adorable name, and to the salvation and 
blessedness of many souls. 

To the male members of the Reformed Church, 
I put these three questions : 

I. Whether they were disposed to have a regulär 
and permanent teacher, to preach to them once on 
every Lord's day, and to perform the other duties 
of the holy pastoral office ? 

n. Whether also they could and would provide 
for him an adequate salary for his subsistence ? 

in. Whether, to accomplish this end, they woula 
unite with Germantown, in order, as united 
churches, to be served by one pastor ? 

These three questions were unanimously an- 
swered in the ajffirmative, as they were proposed, 
by each one raising his right band.' Hereupon, I 

' AccordiDg to a custom of taking a vote prevalent in Switz« 
erland ia great State Assemblies, in which a majoritj of raised 
hands deoides the question at issue, whence this mode of yoting 
is there called " the majoritj." This method I subsequently 
emplojed in all tho churches. 
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gave opportunity for each one to sobscribe bis 
narae, and voluntarily to pledge what be feit dis- 
posed to give annually toward tbe Bupport of a 
minister. Tbe wbole sum tbus subscribed by sixty- 
nine beads of families amounted to tbirty pounds, 
Pbiladelpbia currency, equal to 200 Holland 
guilders. At my request, sixteen men tben became 
ßurety for tbe wbole som tbus pledged by tbe 
cburcb. 

On tbe afternoon of tbe same day I went to 
Germantown, a distance of six miles, and preacbed, 
not witbout tbe blessing of God, from Josbua xxiv. 
14, 15. At tbe close of tbe service, after opening 
to tbem tbe matter and object of my Coming to 
tbis country, I proceeded to propose to tbem in 
tbe same manner tbe tbree questions, as I bad 
done in Pbiladelpbia, wbicb were bere also decided 
favorably by raising tbe rigbt band. Sixty riien, 
by signing their own names, pledged twenty-five 
pounds annually, equal to about 166 Holland 
guilders, for tbe support of a minister. 

Tbis was thefirst cbarge, by tbe blessing of God, 
contrary to tbe expectations of many, so arranged 
as to sustain a pastor. To God, wbo bas soften ed 
tbeir bearts and united tbem in love for tbeir own 
good, be given all tbe bonor and tbe praise. 

From tbat time on, I bave preacbed in tbese 
united cburcbes on every Lord's day wben I was 
not absent on journeys. And in order tbat, by 
deed, I migbt convince tbem tbat I did not serve 
tbem merely for tbe sake of my bread, I neither 
required nor received any salary for tbe first year. 
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In Germantown, there had been no stated preacher 
for many yeare, althoagh there is a convenient 
Btone charch in that place« 



Segtion II. 
1746. 

Scfalatier viBits Goshenhoppen — examines Beifs accounts — 
yisit io Oly — to Bev. Beiger in Gonestoga — ^to Talpehocken 
— ^retarn to Lancaster— assembles all the ministen in Philip 
delphia — great encouragement — reports to Holland — visit 
of J. C. Wirts — arrangements for futare Operations. 

On the 19 th of September, I went to Old Goshen- 
hoppen, a distance of 35 niiles, having, at his 
request, promised to preach there on the 20th, for 
Eev. G. M. Weiss. 

On the 20th, I preached there in the new stone 
church. However, on account of some eonfusion 
in that congregation, occasioned by a certain 
schoolmaster, who has undertaken to preach with- 
out regulär license, and has gathered a party 
around himself, I was not able to accomplish any- 
thing profitable, or make any arrangements for the 
formation of a regulär Charge or the support of a 
minister. To my deep regret, I was compelled to 
leave the aflairs of this church as I had found thera, 
and await a more favorable opportunity. 

Mr. Weiss, who several months ago, had fled 
frora his church at Reinbeek, near Albany, in New 
York, from fear of the war, had come hither on 
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invitation of this and other congregations in the 
vicinity. He is also beloved by many; yet, on 
account of the adherents of the one who has 
irregularly thrust himself into the service of the 
church, it is neceesary still to exereise great 
prudence. 

On the Slst, being the time appointed, I went 
with Rev. Weiss to the house of Mr. Reif, to 
investigate his account of the money coUected in 
Holland. I will not publish the particnlars, or the 
peculiar circumstances of this case ; bat prefer to 
lay them before the Reverend Synods, and only 
here say, that this disagreeable business was not 
disposed of tili the beginning of the following 
year, 1747. Throogh the intervention of four 
English gentlemen, who were chosen as arbitrators, 
a settlement was at last made, and Mr. Reif, after 
deducting his expenses, paid over to me 135 pounds, 
or about 900 Holland guilders, for which I am pre- 
pared to render an account. 

On the 22nd, I went, in cotnpany with Mr. Weiss 
over the mountains to Oly ; and the following day, 
to Lancaster in Conestoga, to speak with Rev. Mr. 
Reiger, between whom and the church disharmony 
had arisen, and to make an appointment for myself 
to preach on the following Tuesday, when I would 
hold an interview with the church. 

In the mean time, the Rev. Mr. Boehm had gone 
at my request to Tulpehocken, to collect the two 
congregations there together, on the 24th, to preach 
a sermon preparatory to the Holy Supper, and to 
fiwait my arrival there on the 25th, 
J8 
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On the 24tb, I left in Company with 3fr. Weiss, 
and went a distancc of 29 miles to Tolpehocken, 
where on the 25th, I preached with mach divine 
a^istance, and not withoat a blessing, to a respect- 
able congregation of more than 600 persons, in a 
wooden charch. The congregation listened to fhe 
proclamation of God's holy word with great devo- 
tion and attention. The ardent desire which they 
manifested to be edified, to have a regolar order 
established among them, and the hope of obtaining 
a permanent minister, conld be read npon their 
conntenances. They conld not conceal their ex- 
ceeding joy and snrprise in seeing three ministeis 
together at one time, a circnmstance which in all 
their lives, they had not witnessed there before. 
The old and the yonng together shed tears of joy. 
I can tnily say that this day was to me and my 
brethren, above many other days, a day of great 
refreshment. I thonght of the blessed If etherlands, 
where the heralds of the Gospel are a great host, 
while this extensive conntry is perishing for lack 
of ministers. This large congregation has never 
had a regulär pastor ; bat Mr. Boehm has adminis- 
tered the Holy Communion here twice a year, 
travelling each time for that pnrpose, 80 miles from 
Philadelphia. 

After the sermon, Eev. Boehm and myself 
administered the Lord's Supper to more than 100 
members. Afterwards, I informed the congrega- 
tion of my commission from the Fatherland, and 
made the same arrangements with them as I had 
made with the congregations of Philadelphia and 
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Qermantown. They obligated themselves for the 
Bupport of a minister in the two congregations, 
situated about five miles apart, and consisting of 
about 500 members. They promised in money 
and produce about 50 pounds, or 833 guilders, all 
of which may more particularly be seen from the 
call, which, on the 13th of October, I forwarded to 
the Reverend commissioners of the two Synods, 
and to the Christian Classis of Amsterdam. With 
the approbation of the congregation, I also appointed 
Elders and Deacons, and ordained them. Thus 
the second Charge was in a measure established. 

On the 26th, I returned to Lancaster ; and after 
I had preached there on the 27 th, I explained to 
them the object of my mission. They were nnani- 
mous in desiring a stated minister. The Kev. Mr. 
Reiger himself judged this to be best ; as he and 
the chnrch could not succeed together, although 
they had no substantial complaints to bring against 
one another. They promised to contribute 40 
pounds in money for the support of a minister, 
besides some presents additiona], amounting to- 
gether to near 300 Holland guilders : all of whicb 
is noticed in the call sent over to Holland. 

After I had there ordained and installed regulär 
officers, and thus arranged properly this third Charge, 
I returned to Philadelphia on the 28th, a distance 
of 63 miles ; while Rev. Weiss' went to his post in 
Old Qoshenhoppen. 

On the 2d of October, I preached in Philadelphia 
and Germantown. 

I invited in the most friendly manner the four 
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German ministers, who were at this time the only 
regulär ministers engaged in the holy Service in this 
extensive country, to meet together in Philadelphia 
on the 12th day of October. 

The Reverends Boehm, Weiss, and Reiger, 
appeared at the appointed time and place ; and the 
Rev. Mr. Dorstius informed us in a friendly letter, 
that he was unable to attend on account of some 
domestic arrangements. This was the first assembly 
in which these Reverend Brethren had all been 
together, notwithstanding one and another of 
them, had already been laboring about 20 years 
in this part of the Lord's vineyard. The object 
desired by this meeting was that not I, but the 
Lord, might unite their hearts in love ; which every 
one not only manifested with the tenderest words 
and with many tears to have been realized, but 
also confirmed by subscribing certain articles of 
peace, a copy of which I have forwarded. God be 
praised for this agreement and unanimity among 
the brethren, which has given these ministers 
themselves great satisfaction, and been the means 
of enabling them to engage in their work with new 
zeal and delight, because they can carry it forward 
by united efibrts; and it has furnished all the 
congregations in the country with a blessed 
example, and ministered greatly for their edifica- 
tion. 

Towards myself, these four brethren have shown 
themselves friendly, affectionate, and brotherly. 
They have respected my Synodical Instruction in 
all its parts, submitted themselves to it, and have 
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most frankly promised that, as far as possible, they 
would assist and support me in my eöbrts to fulfil 
the daties of my commission. 

On the 13th, I forwarded by Mr. Philip Ulrich, 
of Philadelphia, a narrative of my proceedings thua 
far in Pennsylvania, with the papers and documenta 
appertaining thereto, to the Reverend Christian 
Synods and to the Classis of Amsterdam. 

On the 15th, a certain J. C. Wirts,' of Zarich, 
came to visit me, who endeavored to excuse him- 
self for having served as a minister for several 
years in some congregations in this eountry with- 
out any regulär call .or Ordination. He said he 
had done this partly in compliance with the eamest 
solicitations of the people — who would rather be 
edified by an unordained teacher than remain 
entirely desolate of spiritual nourishment — and 
partly on account of having been destitute of any 
other means of support ; and he humbly entreated 
me to lend him my counsel and assistance, that he 
might obtain from the Fatherland a regulär ec- 
elesiastical induction into the office of the ministry, 
and afterward be properly installed as pastor in 
some churches that might desire bis Services. I 
gave him to understand that I was not yet suffi- 
ciently well acquainted either with bis abilities or 
manner of life, nor with the disposition toward 
him of those congregations in which he had hitherto 
performed bis irregulär labors; but that I hoped 

^ See the Aathor's '' Liyes of the Fathers of the German 
Beformed Church in Earope and America" for an account of 
this man. 

12* 
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in the ensuing spring to be able to investigate the 
matter, and report to the respective Synods as the 
circumstances of the case should seem to Warrant, 
and then await their Orders. 

In the meantime, I made arrangements for a 
second journey through the country, giving pre- 
vious notice to every congregation of the time when 
I should be with them. 



Sbction III. 
1746. 

Yisits Roy. H. M. Mahlenberg at Providence — Falkner Soliwam 
— ^retams to Providence — visits Goshenhoppen — Indianfield 
— retums to Philadelphia — labors in Germantown — yisits 
Hallmill, in New Jersey — encouraging reflections — installed 
Pastor at Philadelphia — ^Introductory Sermon — close of the 
year 1746. 

On the 15th of Oetober, having humbly songht 
the guidance and blessing of God to prosper me in 
my way, I travelled from Philadelphia to Provi- 
dence,^ a distance of thirty miles, and visited the 
Rev. H. M. Muhlenberg, the first Lutheran preaeher 
in this country, who, in the year 1742, was sent 
hither by the very Reverend Court Preaeher, 
Ziegenhagen, of London, on nearly the same foot- 
ing with myself and for the same object. I foand 
it expedient to seek an understanding as to how it 
was necessary for me to act toward them in refer- 



' What is now called the Trappe, in Montgomery County. 
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ence to the frequent intermarriages of theso two 
denoraiDEtioDS in these rcgions. His Reverence 
received me with all possible affection and bro- 
therly kindness, commended himself and bis breth- 
ren to our friendsbip, and desired that we might 
dwell together in neigbborly amity and peace; 
which fellowsbip has also been preserved sacred 
and inviolate during tbe whole time I have been 
in Pennsylvania, so that one may well desire that 
Buch traces of harmony might also be found in 
Germany. 

On the 16th, in union with Mr. Boehm, I ad- 
ministered the Lord's Supper in his church, in 
Falkner Schwam, eight miles distant, to ninety 
members. After the service, forty-six heads of 
families engaged to contribute annually fifteen 
pounds, equal to 100 Holland guilders, besides 
Bome rye and oats, for the support of a minister. 

When, on the 18th, I had returned to Provi- 
dence, I preaehed there in a barn, since the poor 
congregation there has hitherto not been able to 
build a church. When, according to my custom, 
I had made known to them my commission, they 
obligated themselves to raise a salary of fifteen 
pounds annually in money and grain, or 100 Hol- 
land guilders, for the support of a pastor. How- 
ever, one-third, at least, of these two congregations 
were not present at these meetings ; and Rev. Mr. 
Muhlenberg, who is the Lutheran preacher here 

and in Ealkner Schwam, assured me that the 
Eeformed are here very numerous, and, as soon as 
they saw good order established, received preach- 
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ing every two weeks once, and their youth wero 
properly instructed, they could and would do more 
than they had promised ; in proof of this, he ap- 
pealed to his own experience. Accordingly, I 
suppose that about forty pounds, which is equal to 
266 Holland guilders, may be raised here. This 
is ihefourth Charge which I have thus far organized. 

In the afternoon I went to Goshenhoppen, a 
distance of eighteen miles, to see Mr. Weiss, and 
preached on the 19th in New Goshenhoppen, with 
a view of endeavoring, in conjunction with Messrs. 
Boehm and Weiss, by some means, with the bless- 
ing of God, to reconcile the divisions and factions 
made in this church by a man who has thrust him- 
self nncalled into the ministry, and has drawn 
around himself a party composed of about twenty 
families. Although we did not, at this time, suc- 
ceed in accömplishing this object, yet the Lord 
interposed spme time afterward and restored order. 
This church, with old Goshenhoppen and Great 
Schwam, are served by Mr. Weiss, and all three 
together furnish not more than about forty pounds, 
or 266 Holland guilders, for the supporf of a min- 
ister. This is the fifth charge. 

On the 20th, I continued my journey thirteen 
miles farther to Indianfield, or Indian Creek. 
Here I preached with much satisfaction in a new 
wooden church. The congregation received the 
Word of God with much warm desire, and sighed 
earnestly for the healthful bread of life, and for a 
regulär ecclesiastical Organization. It would distress 
me exceedingly if these poor ßhepherdlesa sheep 
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would have to remain destitute of a minister, siiice 
forty-six heads of families cheerfully engaged, 
according to their several ability, to contribate 
annually fifteen pounds, or 100 Holland guildera 
in money and produce. If this church were united 
with Witpen and Skippach, these three congrega- 
tions would be able to contribute tbirty-three 
pounds, or 233 Holland guilders, for the support 
of a minister. Tbus this would constitute the sixth 
Charge. 

Having left that place the sarae evening, I lodged 
that night in the house of Rev. Boehm, distant 
fifteen miles ; from thence I returned on the 2l8t 
to Philadelphia, sixteen miles farther, giving 
thanks to God that my journey, although it had 
not, in all respects, resulted agreeably to my wishes, 
was, nevertheless, not altogether fruitless. 

On the 22d, I preached a sermon preparatory to 
the Lord's Supper, at Germantown, after which I 
called each one to me, and having spoken what 
was necessary with them, I recorded each one's 
name. 

On the foUowing day, I administered the Lord's 
Supper to fifty-eight members, among whom were 
some that had not been at the table of the Lord 
for ten and twelve years. 

On the 4th of November, I went to New Jersey, 
on the Hallmill, a distance of thirty-three miles. 
After I had preached a preparatory sermon and 
made a special examination of the members,^ 

[' There is here, as also in the next to the last preoeding 
Paragraph, au allusion to a most excelleot custom which seeme 
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I administered the Holy Supper to thirty-nine 
communicants, and, after having held the thanks- 
giving sermoD/ I returned, on the 7th, to Philadel- 
phia. 

At the close of my travels for this year, I must 
ßay, that I have met in varions places, many traly 
npright and pions people, who awakened my 
inward sympathy, when, with tears in their eyes, 
I heard them lament the pitiable condition of their 
brethren in the faith, and that of their innocent 
children — the former for years together deprived 
of spiritnal noarishment and care; the latter 

to have pieyailed in oar charches at an earlj day. Tbe custom 
alladed to is more dearly eeen in a role adopted by the con- 
gregation at Lancaster, ander the ministry of Key. Mr. Otter- 
bein, in 1757. " To the end that all disorders may be preyented, 
and that each member may become more fully known, eyery 
one, withont ezception, who desires to receiye the Lord's Sap- 
per, ehall, preyioas to the preparatory eeryice, upon a day 
appointed for that parpose, personally appear before the min- 
ister for the parpose of an interview.'' This custom preyailed 
in that congregation for more than seyenty years, and it was, 
DO doubt, also in yogae in other old congregations. The 
members yisited the parsonage daring the week preceding the 
Holy Gommnnion, leaying their names as commanicants, and 
affording an opportanity to the pastor of making any inqairies 
into tbe progress of their religioas life, and of imparting sach 
connsels and comforts as their ciroumstances might reqaire. 
Not all old castoms are eyil I — H. H.] 

[^ It will be noticed that this yenerable castom was regalarly 
obseryed by Mr. Schlatter. It has been obseryed within the 
writer's recoUection by some pastors. We sincerely moam its 
departare from oar charches. How appropriate and traly 
edifying to a pioas heart is sach a seryice 1 Sarely it is not a 
good — ^is it not an evil spirit which has swept it away ? — H. H.] 
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Wandering without instruction in the first principles 
of religion — and who, destitute of faithful pastors 
and teachers, have been drawn toward all kinds of 
erroneous opinions and sects. Sacb, with a flood 
of tears, and by all that is boly, entreated and 
implored tbat I would, by tbe belp of God, assist 
them as far as I possibly could, and tbns secure 
help and comfort to poor forsaken souls. 

I have everywbere found tbat tbe congregations 
manifest tbe bigbest regard for tbe energetic and 
consoling instructions given me by tbe Beverend 
Deputies ,of tbe two Synods, scarcely anywbere, 
have I read tbem in a congregation witbout seeing 
tears of joy flow ricbly down tbe cbeeks of most 
of tbe bearers. Tbey tbanked God, wbo bad 
moved tbe bearts of tbe Fatbers in tbe Netberlands 
to adopt tbem as poor forsaken orpbans, and to 
provide for tbeir welfare, and tbat of tbeir cbildren. 
Tbey prayed joyfuUy tbat He wbo bad begun tbis 
work migbt be pleased to carry it on to completion, 
to bless tbe means employed, and to sustain tbe 
feeble instrument to wbom tbis important mission 
bas been entrusted, and qualify and gaide bim by 
His spirit. 

Wbat concerns myself, I bave often been com- 
pelled to acknowledge tbat God bas sent me by 
the special direction of His gracious providence, 
with such a commission at the most favorable time. 
I often wished, it is true, that a work of so mucb 
importance bad fallen into more competent bands ; 
yet, since I know tbat tbe ways of God in His 
sanctuaiy are unsearchable, and that He often 
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accomplishes great ends by the smallest and most 
iuadequate means, that it may be made manifesty 
that the excellency of the power is of God, and 
not of man, I cheerfully submitted myself to His 
will, and sought help from Hirn who giveth vigor 
to the weary, and power to him that hath no 
strength, relying upon the promise that those who 
hope and trnst in the Lord, shall never be made 
ashamed. 

The vineyard of the Lord in these widely ex- 
tended regions lies deplorably desolated by means 
of all kinds of sects and erring spirits, who have 
come from Germany, and taken their course throngh 
this country, so that those who confess the pure 
Reformed doctrine, have been exceedingly dis- 
couraged. It appeared some years ago, as if the 
crafty Herrnhuters^ would carry away by their 

[^ It would be a great injastice to Mr. Scblatter as well as to 
the Moravians, to whom he alludes ia this and otber places in 
such severe terms, if this should be taken to mean what the 
face of it seems to imply. It onlj applies to a certain medlej 
of religious factors united at that time, with a view of forming 
what was called " a congregation of God in the spirif' — " Eine 
Gemeinde Gottes im Geist/' — into which Beformed, Lutherans, 
Moravians, and others were alike drawn. The Moravian 
element seemed to have been the strengest in it, and was last 
to extricate itself, and hence endured the largest share of 
reproach for its connection with a movement which it did not 
origlnate. We have given an account of this Singular move- 
ment, in the Life of Rev. Jacob Lischy, which will be found in 
our ** Lives of the Fathers of the German Reformed Church in 
Europe and America,'' to which the reader is referred, as fuUy 
ezplaining these seemingly severe references to the Moravians 
both by Mr. Schlatter, and also by Rev. Muhlenberg, without 
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seductive doctrincs, many of onr memberB as well 
as of other denominations, and play the master in 
this country. However, God, who does all things 
well in His own time, and who knows best wben 
the proper time has come to send ont help from the 
sanctoary, has by the most impressive Instructions 
of your Beverend Synods revived the dispirited 
members of the Beformed church, yea, has fully 
assnred them, that the Judicatories of the church 
of the fTetherlands take a deep and serious interest 
in their welfare. This has made such an impression 
on the minds of many, that by this, together with 
the hope of obtaining the ministrations of pure 
evangelical.truth, very many have been induced 
again to retarn to the church from which they had 
already gone out, and have escaped from tho 
dangerous fetters of the Herrnhuters. 

Among these was the Bev. Jacob Lischy, for- 
merly a zealous leader and an ordained teacher^ of 
this sect, but now an earnest opposer of them — 
of which his published writings testify — and a 
faithful minister of the holy Oospel in the churches 

reproaoh to the MorayianSy as sacb, or want of charity in those 
wbo thus refer to them. Wo know no denomination of Chris- 
tians which ezcel the Moravians in their quiet devotion to the 
ways of peace and love ; among whom, there is an eqaal degree 
of holy zeal for the eztension of the true kingdom of Jesus 
Christ ; and where there are so many lovely exhibitions of the 
troe Christian spirit. They are truly a people after the type 
of John and Mary — may God long preserve to them their 
ancient spirit against the sedacements of more modern ways, 
which their fathers knew not nor loved. — H. H.] 

1 AcGording to an Act, dated Jan. 1743| and sabscribed by 
the 80-called Bishop David (Nitchmein.) 
13 
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ia which he now usefully labors, by a license 
meanwhile granted bim upon the strengtb of a 
if ritten confession ^ banded over by bim ; yea, be 
is now to me a dear brotber and fellow-laborer in 
faitb and prayer. So tbat now, so fetr as I know, 
tbe deceivers are gaining no new adberents. 

Towards tbe end of tbis year, tbe congregations 
of Philadelphia and Germantown very earnestly 
entreated me to take Charge of them as their 
regulär pastor. Key. Mr. Boehm, wbo bad preached 
bere once a month, and wbo was desirous, on 
account of advanced age and infirmity, of being 
released from tbis care, warmly urged me to accede 
to their wisbes ; because be believed tbat it would 
be for tbe best of both these churches. I suffered 
myself to be persuaded, and as I bad been unani- 
mously called by both these congregations, in tbe 
fear of God, I accepted the call ; on condition tbat 
Kev. Boehm woald continue bis monthly Services 
to them for six months longer, tbat I might witbout 
Interruption, still farther continue my journeys 
througb the country, to visit tbe scattered congre- 
gations, and make all necessary arrangements in 
their bebalf. Wbereupon, I was regularly installed 
on the 2l8t of December, by Rev. Boehm. 

On New Teaifs day (old style) 1747, in the 
name of the Triune God, I preached my introduc- 

' Which confession, dated October 29th, 1748, 1 transmitted 
in a copj to tbe Beverend Deputies of the Sjnod, and the 
Beverend Classis of Amsterdam, the original of which, with 
other writings, I have now brought with me. 
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tory sermon as the regulär pastor and teacher in 
the Qerman Reformed Church in Philadelphia, 
from Gen. xzxii. 26. 



Sbction IV. 
1747. 

Beginning of the year 1747 — receives manj moving letters — 
is visited by two men from Virginia — also by Dr. Miller of 
Falkner Schwam — Visits Skippach — Witpen — is installed 
by Key. Boehm in Germantown — Visits Dr. Miller, and 
baptizes bis family — catecbizes children — communion in 
Philadelphia — visit to Pilesgrove in Xew Jersey — bis labora 
there — returns to Philadelphia. 

DuRiNö the Winter months, when I for the most 
part remained at home, I received many soul-stir- 
ring letters, from large and small congregations in 
remote regions. Besides this, delegates came to 
my house daily, among whom were some who had 
come 200, yea, 800 iniles. Among others, there 
were two men who came from Virginia, 300 miles 
from here, bearing a most urgent and moving 
letter from the destitute congregations in those 
parts. All these manifested, in the mo&t touching 
manner, their ardent desire for the word of the 
living God, and urged me myself to visit them, 
that I might be an eye-witness of their sad condi- 
tion, hoping in this way the more to move me — 
as if it were in my power — to secure them pastors 
who should be able rightly to divide the Word 
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among them, and to instroct, exbort, and comfort 
the many souls wbo long for wholesome nourish- 
ment. The recollection of this scene even now 
again affects me in the tenderest manner ; and it 
seems to me, that a heart of stone wonld have been 
moved to sympathy in witnessing the many tears, 
and in reading and hearing the touching petitions, 
with which they so humbly presented their case. 
O that the chnrch in the blessed Netherlands, where 
the Chief shepherd, by the band of a host of faitb- 
fal under-shepherdsy makes bis people feed in green 
pastaresy coald have before them a fall pictore of 
the true condition of so many congregations, in a 
widely-extended country, and a land in which they 
are strangers, among the thousands of whom God 
has sent a true banger, — a bunger not for the 
bread which perisheth, a thirst not for nataral 
water, bat a banger to hear the Word of the living 
God — where they run to and fro from east to west 
seeking spiritaal food, and seek almost in vain — 
coald this pictare, as it traly is, be before them, 
they wonld more highly prize their own Privileges 
and advantages, and at the same time feel them- 
selves moyed by the tenderest and most powerfal 
sympathy toward their brethren of the same faith, 
and would join in prayers with them and for them, 
that God wonld soon provide them pastors after 
His own heart, wbo wonld gather the scattered 
sheep, and lead them with the staff of the trae 
Shepherd. For myself, I could not do otherwise 
tban verbally and by letters comfort and encoarage 
these longing soals with promises, expressing the 
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hope that I migbt be äble to come to tbem, and 
assaring tLcm tbat I woald do all in my power to 
procnre them pastors. 

At this time, I was also visited by Jobn Miller, 
Doctor of Medieine, who besought me with tears 
to come over to bim, by holy baptism to incorpo- 
rate witb the cburch bis wife and nine cbildren. 
He acknowledged witb inward sorrow, tbat on 
account of tbe manifold disorder in tbe cburcbes, 
be could not until now induce bimself to unite 
witb any eongregation ; now, bowever, since be 
saw tbat good order was about to be introduced, 
it was tbe strong desire of bis beart to join witb a 
properly organized eongregation ; and accordingly, 
be is now a consistent and zealons Eider, and a 
prominent pillar of tbe cburcb in Falkner Scbwam. 
I promised bim, if God will, on tbe 15tb of Marcb 
to come to bis bouse. 

On tbe 29tb, I made a joumey of 50 miles to 
Skippacb, preacbed tbere in a certain private 
bouse, and made known to tbe eongregation my 
commission. Tbis eongregation, wbicb was pre- 
vious to tbis time, one of tbe most respectable, bas 
been so mucb reduced tbrougb tbe seducing influ- 
ence of tbe many various sects, tbat tbe members 
remaining, are not able to collect for tbe support 
of a minister, more tban eigbt pounds, wbicb is 
equal to fifty-tbree Dutcb guilders. 

On tbe 2d of February, I preacbed in tbe bouse 

of Rev. Boebm, 32 miles from tbe former place, 

to a eongregation, called Witpen, wbicb is located 

only balf a mile from tbat place. Tbey have 

13* . 
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built a small stone chnrch, and secured Hey. Mr. 
Boehm as their pastor, to whom thoy are at present 
able to pay only ten pounds, or sixty-six Dutch 
giiilders, as salary* Bfaould this congregation be 
united with Skippacb, Indianfield and Tohiken, 
the four congregations, according to my judgment, 
would be able to collect forty pounds, or 266 Dutch 
guilders. 

After I had again retumed to Philadelphia, I 
was, on the 15th, installed in the congregation of 
Germantown by Rev. Boehm ; on which occasion, 
I preached my introductory sermon from Ezek. iii* 
17, 18, 19. 

On the 17th of March, according to promise, I 
went the distance of thirty-nine miles to Doctor 
Miller's house; and in circumstances of much 
encouragement, administered the sacrament of 
holy baptism to his wife, and eight children then 
living — one of his children had died only a few 
days previous. Several hundred persons were 
assembled on this occasion to witness this solemn 
Service, an occurrence so new among them. It is 
not easy to describe with what reverence and divine 
impressiveness this solemn transaction transpired, 
and how edifying it proved to the spectators and 
auditors. Tlae mother with her children prostrate 
upon their knees, made a brief and hasty profession 
of their faith in the essential principles of religion, 
-and in a sincere and reverent manner made the 
most solemn promises before God and men, that 
they would taithfuUy adhere to the Reformed 
doctrine agreeably to the word of God ; whilst the 
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Sponsors Standing behind them, responded with the 
greatest readiness, and heartily to the qnestions 
addressed to them, and showed their willingness to 
assume the care thus devolved npon them. 

Furthennore, from New Year to Easter, I in- 
structed twenty children in the catechism class 
three times a week, making them acquainted with 
the principal parts of onr holy doctrine. All these 
were, on Thursday before Easter, publicly in the 
church and in the presence of the whole congrega- 
tion, and greatly to their awakening and edifica- 
tion, received as members of the church. 

When, on the 19th and 20th of April, I admin- 
istered the Holy Communion, there were in Phila- 
delphia 165 and in Germantown 115 communi- 
cants. 

On the 26th, I travelled thirty-eight miles into 
New Jersey to Pilesgrove, near the Hallmill,^ and 
administered the Holy Communion to forty mem- 
bers of this congregation ; and after I had, with 
acquiescence of the congregation, ordained and 
installed eiders and deacons, and, as far as possible, 
effected what was necessary to good order and 
edification in the congregation, I returned again to 
Philadelphia. 

[^ This seems to be a stream. Schlatter, after the custom of 
ihe time, was in the habit of designating a setÜement by the 
stream which flowed through it. Pilesgrove is a township in 
Salem Countj, N. J., about ten miles north-east of the town 
of Salem, through which flows a stream called now Salem 
Greek, whioh is, no doubt, the Hallmill of earlj times. — H. H.] 



Sbction V. 
1747. 

A great journey to Monocacy, in Maryland — Lancaster — 
churches on the Susqnehanna — York — Lischy — Gonewago— - 
Monocacy and Ganegogegue — ^great encouragement — retom 
joarney — liscby and the Morayians in York — preaches at 
Lancaster — returns to Philadelphia — Visits New York — pre- 
pares the way for the Organization of the German Reformod 
Synod — commanion in Philadelphia and Qermantown. 

On the 29th of April, amid earnest prayers that 

the presence of Qod might go with me, I under- 

took a great journey to Monocacy and other placea 

in Maryland, with a view also of visiting the con- 

gregations on the borders of the Susquehanna, 

having before given notice to each congregation 

of the time when I expected to be with them. On 

the first day, I got as far as Lancaster, and the 

following day I reached the Susquehanna, a dis- 

tance of seventy-three miles. This is the largest 

stream in the English colonies, which, like all the 

other streams, has received its name from the 

Indians and until now has retained it. In like 

manner, also, do the regions of country recei^e 

their names from the streams which flow through 

them. Hence if, in what foUows, I shall mention 

any places not referred to before, it must be re- 

membered that then I have passed over some 

larger or smaller stream, a matter which is fre- 

quently not accomplished without great danger. 

(152) 
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At least, when I crossed the Sasquehanna it was 
greatly swoUen, so that I crossed it with twelve 
men at the oars of the boat, and then only reached 
the opposite shore amid dangers which threateiied 
my life, the river being, at that time^ about two 
miles wide. 

On the 2d of May, I amved at Yorktown, six- 
teen miles farther. This is a town on the Codorus, 
which was newly laid out six years ago. Here 
and in the region around I found a large Eeformed 
congregation, which has heretofore been served 
by Rey. Jacob Lischy. After I had, on the 3d, 
preached a sermon in the church preparatory to a 
worthy participation of the Lord's Supper, and 
promised, by the help of God, to return on the lOth 
to administer the Holy Communion, I started on 
the 4th for Conewago,* a distance of twenty-nine 
miles, where, on the same day, I held a prepara- 
tory Service in a school-house, and, on the foUow- 
ing day, I administered the Holy Supper to eighty 
members, and under the open heaven administered 
holy baptism to twenty-one children because the 
house could not contain the multitude that assem- 
bled. "When I here opened my commission to the 
people, it was listened to with great joy and with 
the tenderest emotions by this shepherdless flock. 
They at once acquiesced in it, and forty-five heads 
of families bound themselves, by signing their 
names, that they would raise as much as they 
could as salary for a minister, namely, twelve 

[ ' Now called Christ's Oburch, in Adams County, Pa. — H. H.] 
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pounds in money and Bometbiog in graln, all of 
which would amount to about 133 Dutch guilders. 

On the 6th, I journeyed forty miles farther to 
Monocacy, where, on the foUowing day, I held 
preparatory Service to the Holy Communion, and 
baptized twenty-six children, and, on the 8th, ad- 
ministered the moät excellent Supper of the Lord,^ 
with peculiar interest and mach edification, to 
eighty-six members, 

After divine service was ended, I read my 
Instructions to the people. The congregation, 
anxious after spiritual food, listened with tears of 
joy and with gratitude to God, and forty-nine 
heads of families at once offered to raise, for the 
Support of a minister, in money and grain, the 
amount of forty pounds, equal to 266 Dutch guil- 
ders. If this congregation were united with an- 
other called Connogocheague, lyiog thirty miles dis- 
tant, these two would be able to sustain a minister. 

Farther, I must say of this congregation, that it 
appears to me to be one of the purest in the whole 
country, and one in which I have found the most 
traces of the true fear of God; one that is free 
from the sects, of which, in other places, the 
country is filled. For, on 7000 acres of land in 
that neighborhood there were none but such as 
are of the German Reformed faith. This may be 
the seventh congregation or charge. 

After I had here, as in other congregations, 
ordained eiders and deacons, I went the same 
evening to Conewago, where, after having travelled 

[} Das bochwürdige Abendmahl. — H. H.] 
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forty miles, I arrived on the 9th at six o'clock iu 
the raorning, and on the same day yet, I again 
preacbed a preparatory sennon in Yorktown, 
thirty miles farther, and spoke also specially with 
the communicants, becanse the Moravians have 
instigated much confasion in this congregation, 
to which Mr. Lischy, who here undertook the 
duties of a minister while he yet remained with 
this sect, has furnished the occasion. I also bap- 
tized twenty-nine children. 

On the lOth, I administered the Lord's Sopper 
to 160 persons. In the afternoon, after the thanks- 
giving sermon, I read my instructions to the 
people, and 100 heads of families bound themselves 
to pay fifty pounds, equal to 883 Dutch guilders, 
for the Support of a minister. Aceordingly, this 
is the eighth congregation or Charge. 

From this place I went to Lancaster, where I 
preached on the 18th; and, by the goodness of 
God, I arrived again safely in Philadelphia on the 
14th, after I had travelled on my home journey a 
distance of eighty-eight miles. On the 15th, I 
moved into a house which I myself rented, where 
I might have more room and freedom to meet and 
speak with those who came daily from all direc- 
tions to consiilt with me about their own condition 
and that of their congregations. 

On the 22d, I made a journey to New York in 
Order to confer with the Reverend ministers there 
in regard to the founding of a Synod of the Ger- 
man congregations in these regions, as well as 
about other important matters. I wished also to 
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ßolicit from the Consistory there a friendly contri- 
butioQ to our newly-erected church in Philadelphia, 
to which also they responded, and shortly after- 
wards sent forty-two pounds, and the Kev. Carte- 
nius, in the name of his congregations in Hakinsack 
and Swatenburg, also sent fonrteen pounds, making 
in all about 360 Dutch gnilders. Then, withont 
losing any time, I retumed to Philadelphia, where 
I arrived on the 30th, after having travelled a dis- 
tance of 200 miles. 

On Whitsuntide, being the 7th of Jane, I admin- 
istered the Holy Oommnnion in Philadelphia to 
ninety-four, and on the following day in German- 
town to sixty-five communicants. In these, my 
own congregations, I sensibly feit with joy, and 
to the praise of the free goodness of God, that they 
increase from day to day, live in peace, and are 
edified, which serves greatly to comfort and quicken 
me in my heavy labors. 
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Sbction vi. 
1747. 

Visit to the interior of Pennsylvania — Conestoga — Zeltenrich 
church — ^Lancaster — Donegal — Modecreek — Cocalico — ^Weis- 
eichenland — labors in these charches — Templeman and his 
labors — Visits Talpehocken — Manadany — Magnnscby — 
Egypt — Lehigh — Bethlehem — Nazareth — meets Lischy— 
a hireling — Saccony — meets Mr. Wirts — Springfield — 
SchuggenhauB — two charges — retarns to Philadelphia — 
receives a moving letter from New Jersey — a letter from 
Lischy — sends a circular to all the ministers and eiders of 
the German Reformed churches, inviting them to the meet* 
ing of the first Synod— communion in Philadelphia and 6er- 
mantown — the first Synod — Synodical Sermon by Rev. 
Reiger — Sessions and Acts — baptism of an emancipated 
slave — his devoted life. 

After having commended myself to the Divine 
government and direction, on the lOth of June I 
nndertook an extensive journey. 

On the llth, after having journeyed a distance 
of fifty-six miles, I came to the stream called 
Conestoga, and preached for a small congregation 
called Zeltenrich's,' which was heretofore served 
by Rev. Eeiger. Some twenty heads of families 
offered that, according to their ability, they would 
cheerfuUy contribute between seven and eight 
pounds, about fifty Dutch guilders, for the support 

[^ Near the present town of New Holend, in Lancaster 
County, Pa. — H.H.] 

14 (1^7^ 
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of a minister, who ehould come only on one Lord's 
day in each month and preach for tbem. 

On the 12th, I went to Lancaster, a distance of 
twelve miles. After epcaking specially with the 
members on the 13th, writing down their names, 
and preaching a preparatory sermon, I adminis- 
tered the Holy Supper on the foUowing day to 
225 persona. The erowd of people whieh had 
assembled on the occasion was so great that the 
church could scarcely contain the one-half, so great 
was the desire to hear the word of God, and the 
greatest portion returned to their homes with joy l 

and thanksgiving. To God let all the honor be 
bronght for the assistance which he has voachsafed • 
to bis weak and unworthy instramentality, and for 
the goodness which he has shown toward bis poor 
destitute people. 

On the 16th, I went sixteen miles farther to 
Donegal, a charch which lies north of Lancaster. 
There I preached to a small but spiritually hungry 
congregation of about twenty families, who, after 
they understood my commission, cheerfully pro- 
mised to the support of a minister who should only 
now and then visit and edify them, in money aüd 
grain twelve poands, or about eighty Dutch guil- 
ders. 

On the 18th, I went twenty-six miles farther to 
prcach at Modencreek, on the 19th, at Cocalico, 
eight miles off, and, on the 20th, six miles still 
farther, in Weiseichenland, where I preached a 
preparatory sermon. After I had opened my com- 
niission to each of these three congregations, I 
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secared from the firet an Obligation for eleven 
ponnds; from the aecond, one of six pounds; 
from the third, one of twenty-three pounds ; mak- 
ing, altogether, the sum of 266 Dutch guilders for 
the snpport of a minister. If, uow, the previonely- 
mentioned small congregation called Zeltenrich 
should be nnited with thesc, the four churches 
could be served by one minister, so that one Ser- 
vice might be held in each congregation once a 
monthy and the whole charge could raise a salary 
of about fifty pounds, or 333 Dutch guilders. 
Thus these united congregations would constitute 
the ninth charge. On the 2l8t, I administered the 
Holy Supper in Weiseichenland to seventy mem- 
bers. 

Up to this time, these congregations have been 
edified and served by a certain tailor, from Hei- 
delberg, namöd Templeman, whom the people, 
some twenty years ago, urged to this Service, they 
being willing to be instructed and comforted by a 
pious layman rather than be wholly without the 
public Service of God. This man, who is nearly 
sixty years of age, is reported of by the congrega- 
tions as a hian of correct views, quiet and peaceable 
in his spirit, by which he has won the love and 
respect of the Community. After I had adminis- 
tered the Lord's Supper, I asked him to preach the 
thanksgiving sermon, to which I listened with 
pleasure and edification, as being well adapted to 
the circumstances of the people. He, of his own 
accord, offered that he would cheerfully vacate the 
post, to which the necessity of the circumstances 
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had called him, as soon as a regulär minister shonld 
be secured for these eongregations ; but, at the 
same time, asked that he might be plaeed in such 
circumstances, that, as a regularly constituted 
minister, he might conduct the holy Service in the 
eongregations of Quittöpbilla,* Swatara, Donegal, 
etc. He resides at Swatara, where he has a family 
and a small piece of land. I am of opinion that 
when he shall receive a regulär investiture of the 
sacred office, according to the order of the Church, 
he could labor there unto good fruit. 

On the 23d, I went fifteen miles farther to Tulpe- 
hocken, where in passing I preached. From thence, 
I went to Manatawny, thirty-five miles distant, and 
made an engagement to preach there the foUowing 
Sabbath. 

From Wednesday to Saturday, the 24th, 25th, 
and 26th, I visited the eongregations in Manatawny, ^ 
Magunchy,^ Egypt,* and on the Lehigh, a circuit 
of forty-five miles, and came near to Bethlehem, 
ft location of the Moravians; and here, in the 
providence of God, I met with Jacob Lischy, who 
was at that time attached to that sect. This man, 

[' The present Lebanon. The town was laid out three years 
later, in 1750, and was called at first Steitzetown, after the 
man who laid it out. — H. H.] 

[' The name of a stream, and tbus at that time the name of a 
settlement The church is what is now called the Olej church, 
in Berks county. — H. H.] 

[' This church is situated in Magunchj township, Lehigh 
county, in the village of Trexlerstown, on the road leading from 
AUentown to Kutztown. — H. H.] 

[* This church is also in Lehigh county. — H. H.l 
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although he Lad never before seen me, resolved to 
accompany me a distance of ten miles to Ifazareth. 

When we got into conversation, this man veiy 
magnanimously maaifested a hearty penitence and 
Borrow that he had Buffered himself, with many 
other erring souls, to be bewitched by the crafty 
Brethren, and to become entangled in the net of 
their sonl-destroying teachings and customs. This 
open-hearted acknowledgment gave occasion to an 
extended and earnest conversation, in which I was 
fuUy persuaded of the honesty and sincerity of bis 
intentions, and of bis firmly formed determination 
completely to separate himself from the Brethren, 
and gladly return again into the bosom of the true 
Eeformed Church. I agreed to write to the 
Reverend Christian Synods in regard to this inte- 
resting circumstance, and wait for their counsel and 
direction, and earnestly advised him, meanwhile, 
to consider the matter in silence and the fear of 
God, and afterwards in writing to transfer to me 
in Philadelphia bis conclusion. From iN^azareth, 
I retarned again to Bethlehem, and five miles 
farther. 

On the 27th, according to promise, I arrived at 
Manatawny, a distance of twenty miles, where on 
the following day, I preached to a great multitude. 
Still, as these people had suffered themselves to be 
drawn by a certain hireling, who had also instigated 
and maintained divisions in Goshenhoppen, I could 
not here proceed, as I desired to institute good 
Order. On this acount, I left soon after the sermon, 
14* 
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and went twenty-five miles farther to Saccony,* a 
congregation which is served by a certain Mr. J. E. 
Wirtz, to whom I have already referred. Here I 
preaehfed on the 29th, and when after the service, 
I had laid my Instructions before them, I asked the 
congregation, whether they would have Mr. Wirtz, 
who was also present, as their minister, in case he 
should be regularly qualified by the Reverend 
Christian Synod? The congregation was not 
entirely unanimous ; some desired rather to have 
another regulär minister, in order that füll unity 
might be restored in the congregation. 

In the afternoon, I went nine miles farther to a 
place called Springfield, or Schuggenhaus, ^ and 
after I had preached there on the 30th, I spoke 
with the congregation, which was also served by 
Mr. Wirtz, and found them in all respects minded 
like the one just mentioned. 

In this region there are four or five small congre- 
gations, namely, Saccony, Forks of Delaware,^ 
Springfield, and Lehigh, which would be able to 
contribute about thirty-three pounds, or 233 Dutch 
guilders for the support of a minister. Here, too, 
there is great need of an able minister, since 
Bethlehem, the seat of the Moravians, is near to 
it. This would be the tenth charge. 

[' This congregation is situated in Lower Saucony townsbip, 
Northampton county, Pa., about two miles from the present 
village of Hellertown, toward the Delaware riyer. — H. H.] 

[' This church is in Springfield township, Bucks county, Fa., 
on the east aide of the road that leads from HoUertown to 
Philadelphia. — H. IL] 

[* The present Easton. ■— H. H.] 
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Farther north is Heidelberg, Egypt, and Jordan, 
which three congregations have alone promised to 
contribute forty-two pounds, or 280 Dutch guilders 
for the Support of a minister. 

Not far from these, are Magunchy,^ Allemengell, 
and Schmaltzgas ;2 so that for the proper provision 
of all these congregations, at least three ministers 
are needed. Accordingly, these would constitate 
the eleventh and twelveth charges, 

On the 2d of July, I left for Philadelphia, a 
distance of forty-nine miles, rendering thanks unto 
God, who had protected me in all my ways, and 
had given me His spirit as my counsellor and 
guide ; and beseeching him fervently so to govern 
all things that the great harvest might soon be 
provided with faithful laborers. 

When I had safely arrived at horae on the 8d, 
I found a very earnest and moving letter written 
by several congregations in the province of New 
Jersey, numely, at Lebanon, Foxhill, and Amwell 
in the region of the Earitan, distant about seventy 
miles from Philadelphia.^ They urge me with the 

[* This church is in the northern part of Berks county. — H.H.] 

[' Tbis church is situated in Salisburj township, Lehigh 
county, about four miles south of Allentown, and one mile 
from Em maus, on the bank of the Little Lehigh oreek. It is 
now called Jerusalem church. — H. H.] 

[^ ** In dem Barentans/' must mean in the Settlements on 
the branches of the Baritan river — one of which extends as 
high up as Germ an Valley, in Morris county, where there was 
early a streng German settlement. 

Amweil, now Amwell, is a Township in Hunterdon county, 
N. J., watered by a branch of the Baritan. The church here 
called Amwell is in this Township, tbirty-nine or forty 
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Btrongest motives, yea, they pray me for God's 
sake, to pay them a visit, that I may administer to 
them the Lord's Supper, and by baptism, incorpo- 
rate their children with the cbarch, who bave 

miles from Philadelphia, and is an old Germaa Beformed 
church. " The German Reformed church of Amwell/' says 
the yenerable Key. Dr. J. Kirkpatrick of the Presbyterian 
Cfhurch, in a letter to the aathor dated Dec. 19th, 1856, '* had 
an ezistence 116 years ago. I think the deed for the gronnd 
on which their house stood, bears date 1740/^ In the same 
letter he says: ''The German Beformed church of Amwell 
was under the care of the German Reformed Synod tili the 
first of the year 1810. üp to the close of the year 1809, they 
had a pastor. Bis name was Wack. He left them, and they 
nnited with the first Presbyterian church of Amwell, and 
assumed the name of The United First Presbyterian Church 
of Amwell. As such, in connection with the 2d Presbyterian 
Church of Amwell, they gaye me a call in the first of the year 
1810. I haye been their pastor eyer since that date." We are 
in possession of a number of interesting documents relating to 
the early history of this church, which we hope to bring for- 
ward at some future time. 

The church called Foxhill, is located at the foot of a hill of 
that name in German Valley, about thirty miles north of 
Amwell. ''About forty years ago,'' says Dr. Kirkpatrick, 
" they made application to the Presbytery of New Brunswick 
to be received under their care. The Presbytery receiyed them, 
and settled a pastor among them of the name of J. B. Castner. 
He is long' since dead. The German Beformed Synod com- 
plained of the Presbytery for receiying them. But the people 
8aid they were so far from the Synod, that they receiyed no 
attention — and they became Presbyterians.'' 

The church called Lebanon, is about half-way between 
Amwell and Foxhill, or German Valley. " I haye preached 
in it often,'' says Dr. Kirkpatrick. " I think it has passed oyer 
to the Beformed Protestant Dutch Church.''— H. H.] 
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already during three or more years remained with- 
out baptism. 

In the month of August, I received the first 
letter from Mr. Lischy. At this time, I addressed 
circular letters to all the ministers and eiders of 
the German Reformed congregations, to invite 
them in the most friendly and fratemal manner to 
attend the first ecclesiastical Synod or assembly, 
which was contemplated to be held on the 29th of 
September, in this year. 

On the 26th of September, I administered the 
Holy Supper in Philadelphia to eighty-nine, and on 
the foUowing day, in Germantown to fifty-nine 
members. 

On the 29th, being the time appointed, by the 
blessing of God, the first ecclesiastical Synod was 
commenced to be held in my house in Philadel- 
phia. 

In the morning at nine o'clock, the assembly, 
consisting of thirty-one members, proceeded to the 
church, where Eev. J. B. Eieger opened the Synod 
by a suitable and edifying sermon on Psalms 138. 
In the afternoon at.two o'clock was held the first 
Session, which I opened with prayer and cIöBed. 
with thanksgiving — the same was also done at 
every subsequent Session. The minutes^of what 
was done at this Synod are here present, that they 
may be brought before the Reverend Christian 
Synodical assembly. 

On the llth of October, I baptized a negro in 
the church at Germantown, together with his child, 
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after he had previoasly made a profession of bis 
faith. This negro was a redeemed slave, and is 
still an unblamable member of the cburch. 



Skction VII* 
1747. 

Schlatter and Beiger a comxnittee of Sjnod to Tisit York on 
the troubles between Lischy and the congregation — ^feelings 
of the congregation — sentiments of Lischy — the decision^ 
retums by way of Lancaster to Philadelphia — letters from 
remote charches — Visits the congregations in New Jersey — 
Bockaway — Foxhill — Amwell — gratefal offerings of these 
charches — return — first sermon in the.new church in Phila- 
delphia — close of the year 1747. 

Havinö been appointed by Synod, in connection 
with Rev. Reiger, to examine into the strife which 
had arisen in the congregation of Yorktown be- 
tween that congregation and Mr. Lischy^ which 
had been occasioned by bis proclivities to the 
Moravians, I went to Lancaster on the 2l8ty a 
distance of sixty-three miles from here ; and, on 
the 23d, I went, in Company with Mr. Reiger, 
twenty-five miles farther, to Yorktown. Here I 
preached a preparatory sermon on the 24th, and, 
on the foUowing day, Mr. Reiger and myself ad- 
ministered the Holy Supper to the congregation. 
After divine service, I asked the whole congrega- 
tion how they feit inclined toward Mr. Lischy; 
whether they would receive him as their regulär 
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pastor, in case he should be appointed by tbe Rev- 
erend Christian Synod of Holland, and installed 
among them agreeably to the order of the Cburch ? 
The greatest number of the members said that, if 
it were possible, they would prefer another minis- 
ter, because they mistrusted that he had not yet 
fuUy withdrawn from the Brethren ; still, if they 
had very clear evidence of bis good intentions, and 
he would make Buch a public acknowledgment as 
the Christian Synods should approve, they would 
be inclined to bestow upon him again their former 
affection. 

Mr. Lischy, who, during this transaction, con- 
ducted himself with propriety, manifesting good 
sense and Christian meekness, promised to put 
upon paper the true sense of bis heart, and band 
the same over to Mr. Reiger and myself, and said, 
that we might be assured that sincerity and np- 
rightness lay as the mainspring of all he had done. 
We admonished him to refrain from administering 
the Holy Sacrament tili further Orders should be 
given. Still, we told him we would consent that 
he, if he desired it, should deliver exhortations 
unto the edification of the people in bis own house 
to such as should feel inclined to hear him, in 
Order, in this way, to relieve the people of their 
concern as to the sincerity of bis intentions. 

On the 27th, I retumed from thence, by the same 
way, to Lancaster ; and, after I had preached there, 
I continued my return journey to Philadelphia, 
where I arrived, on the 29th, safely and in happy 
spirits. 
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Iq the beginning of November, I received various 
letters from congregations lying in remote regions, 
beseeching me eitber myself to visit them or make 
arrangem^uts tbat some one of the ministers in the 
country might come to tbem and administer to 
them the Lord's Supper, after which they greatly 
longed. 

On the ISth, I undertook the journey to the 
three congregations in New Jersey, from which I 
had, on the 3d of July, received a most friendly 
and pressing invitation to visit them. On the 14th, 
after a journey of sixty miles, I came to EockawayJ 
Here I received twenty young persons into the 
church as members after they had piade profession 
of their faith, preached a preparatory sermon on 
the 25th, and, on the following day, administered 
the Holy Supper, in a small church, to an attentive 
and reverent assembly. In the afternoon, I went, 
ten miles farther, to Foxhill, where I preached a 
preparatory sermon, and, ou the following day, 
which was the 18th, administered the Holy Supper 
to forty members. On the same day, I went from 
thence, thirty miles farther, to Amwell, and there, 
on the 19 th, also administered the Holy Supper to 
thirty members. 

After I had performed this solemn Service, to 
the great edification of the congregations, and had 
yet, in each place, preached a thanksgiving sermon, 

{} He afterwards mentions tbis church as being nineteeD 
tniles from Amwell, and near enoagh to Foxhill, namely, ten 
miles, to enable him to preach there in the afternoon of the same 
day. — H.H.] 
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after tho communion I returned agaia to Philadel- 
phia on the 20th, a distance of forty iniles, joyful 
in heart and giving thanks to God for the support 
which he had rendered me. 

I cannot refrain frora referring briefly to the 
fact that these three congregations, from gratitude 
for the Service I had rendered them, handed me a 
pecuniary reward; and this was the first money 
which, since my arrival in America up to this time, 
I have received from any congregation för my 
labor and pains. Also, in my pwn congregations, 
up to the present time, I have drawn no salary. 
I must State, however, that different congregations 
have oflered me some money, but I declined re- 
ceiving it, in Order to convince them that I did 
not seek theirs, but them; while, in the meantime, 
God has provided for me in a way that calls for 
devout praise, and has also enabled me to be con- 
tent with little. 

On the 6th of December, I preached for the Brsi 
time in the yet unfinished new church in Phila- 
delphia, without pulpit or Windows, since the old 
church could not contain one-half of the people. 

On the 25th and 26th, I administered the Holy 
Supper in Germantown to 61 and in Philadelphia 
to 100 communicants. 



15 
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Here in this region there are veiy fruitful fields 
for grain and pasture ; they produce Turkish corn^ 
almost without any manure, among which are 
8talks ten and more feet long; and the grass is 
exceedingly fine. In this neighborhood there are 
still many Indians, who are well disposed and very 

he crossed the mountain through what is now, and always has 
been known as " Crampton'8 Gap" — thence by way of Rohrere- 
TiUe in Pleasant Valley, and Keedysville on the Antietam, 
aboat three miles south-west from whcre Boonsboro now 
Stands ; thence in a westerly direction to the Settlements on the 
Gonnogocheague, aboutseven or eight miles west of Hagers town ; 
and the place where he preached at the time, must have been 
somewhere in the yicinity of what is now "Saint Paul's 
Charch/' in the vicinity of Olearspring, which is the oldest 
congregation in that country. 

Uere the first settlement in the county was madc, the 
first Bettlers being Germans, and members of the Reformed and 
the Lutheran Ghurches ; as Reformed families, I can name the 
Kershners, Seiberts, Seilers, and Prices. They settled on the 
Connogocheagoe, because in it they found good timber for build- 
ing and other uses, whilst the rest of the yalley was destitute of 
timber, and only covered with scrulhoak and hazle-bushes, 
Near Clearspring, and on the Potomac, are still to be seen the 
remains of the Fort they built, and in which they kopt their 
families when the Indians became troublesome. This was 
afterwards rebuilt by Gen. Braddock, and was then called 
Fort Frederick, and is still known by that name. The country 
was then destitute of roads, and the way pursued by Mr. 
Schlatter was. simply a horsepath or trau, though afterwards 
laid out into a public road, and so used until some forty or fifty 
years ago as the great highway to the West. Who the honest 
Swiss was, I cannot teil, but presume he must haye been one 
of the families I have named." Letter from Lewis M, Harhaugh, 
Esq. of Hagerstown, Md., dated Dec. 13th, 1856. — H. H.] 

[» "Türckisch Korn" — Maize, or Indian com. — H. H.] 
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obliging, and are not dieinclined toward Christians, 
when they are not made drunk by strong drink. 

After the sermon, we left and passed on ten 
miles farther toward the Potomac river, which is 
at th]s place one mile wide, from which also we had 
a fine view of the place, where the Connogocheague 
stream falls into this river. Here is the boundary 
at once between Pennsylvania and Virginia, and 
between Maryland and Virginia.* This evening, 
we journeyed fifteen miles without having seen 
either a house or a human being ; but we saw deer 
in droves. 

On the lOth, after we had gone twenty miles 
farther, we took our dinner in Fredericktown,^ in 
Virginia. On this road we met with a fearful rattle- 
snake, seven or eight feet long, and five inches 

[* " The point where he crossed the Potomac at the mouth of 
Connogocheague is where Williamsport now Stands, which is 
nezt to the oldest town in the county. Here it was then 
supposed the line run long afterwards (in 1761) by Mason and 
Dixon would strike the Potomac/' Letter of Lewis M. Harhaugh, 
Esq, The Potomac is not ordinarily a mile wide — It mnj have 
been swoUen by rains at the time. " Some of the early settlers 
in Martinsburg and vicinity say that they remember when the 
river spread itself very wide, so that when high, it might with 
truth be said, it was about a mile wide." Letter from Eev, J. 
a TfoZ/. — H.H.] 

[' This was Winchester. '' Die Graffschaft Frederick wird 
gröstentheils von Deutschen bewohnt, und liegt zwischen dem 
blauen und Nord-Gebirge in einer sehr fruchtbaren und 
angenehmen Gegend. In derselbe liegt Frederick Town oder 
Winchester, mit wner yerffallenen Schanze." Beschreibung 
des Brit, America^ von Christian Leiste, 1778, pp. 335, 
336. — II. H.] 
15* 
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thick across the back. This is one of the most 
dangerous kind of snakes; still, it wams the trav- 
eller by rattling when he is even yet twenty steps 
off, so that he has time to avoid it. This evening 
we came to a Eeformed congregation at the Shen- 
andoah River, fourteen miles farther up.' 

Here I preached on the llth, and in the after- 
noon at another place,^ to a pretty large number 

[' " The place wbere he preached at the Shenandoah, must 
have been "where the town of Strasburg is now located, which 
answers yery nearlj to the distance he gives, and is one of the 
points of the carlj settlemcDt of the Valley. There is no German 
Keformed congregation there now. The property has passed 
into the hands of the Lutherans, as has much of the Keformed 
property through this Valley. — H. H.] 

[' *\ That other place," -where he preached in the aflemoon, 
was Woodstock, the next point of early settlement in the 
Valley, which was made by Germans. In bis estimate of the 
distance from here to New Germantown, he is oertainly wrong, 
unless he took a very circuitous roate ; for the next early point 
of settlement is where New Market now Stands, and is only 
twenty miles from Woodstock ; the next, and extreme point of 
the settlement of the Germans, could not have been fnrther 
than the vicinity of Harrisonburg, which would answer to bis 
distance, but this is a comparatively recent town ; bat the 
others I know are old, and were laid oat, and begun by the 
first settlers. At Winchester and Woodstock were the Forts to 
which they fled for protection and defence. It could not have 
been Stanton, for this would have been too far, and the 
settlement here was made by the Scotch-Irish, and they were 
Presbyterian. They used the same building as a chdrch and 
Fort. It is still standing ; and from its substantial and massy 
appearance will continue to stand until the " wreck of matter.'' 
It is still used as a church, and when I was there some five 
years ago, I was told the membership numbered about fifteen 
hundred souls. New Germantown then, must have been wbat 
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of hearers, and baptized many children and adult 
persona. 

On the 12th, we continued our journey toward 
the south-west, not without weariness and danger 
from wild beasts, forty-two miles farther to New 
Qermantown. 

Here I preached on the 13th, and spake with 
the good congregation, promising them that, by 
the help of 6od, I woald visit them again at 
some other time and remain longer with them. 
In the afternoon, we commenced our return journey 
to Monocacy and came to the Qoat River;* we 



is New Market now. The "good Gongregation'^ has beeo 
nearly broken up there; there are some Reformed members 
there still, and recentlj an effort was made to revive it, but 
with what success I cannot teil. The church was built of logs ; 
and although nearly rotted down, the Lutherans appropriated 
it Those early Settlements were made by members of the 
German Reformed and Lutheran churches ; the property was 
held jointly. Wherever a religious body was organized^ it was 
the custom of Lord Fairfax, who was then the proprietor of 
all this part of Virginia, to lay out a CfUhe for them, and to 
give it to the church for religious and educational purposes. 
The Reformed interest in nearly all of these has been lost from 
time to time ; and many of the Reformed congregations have 
been broken up, and scattered, and lost to the church.'' Letter 
of Lewis M, Harbaugh, Esq. — II. H.] 

[' From 'New Germantown, or New Market, he must have 
crossed the mountain again ; and on his return, passed through 
Prince Williams and London counties, and Struck the Potomac, 
as is supposed, somewhere near Lovettsville. The Goat river, 
or "Goes Aus," is the south brauch of the " Shenandoah." It 
cannot be " Goose creek,'' (this is a small stream in Loudon 
cöunty, ncar to a section of country still known as the German 
settlement,) because it takes its rise on the east side of the 



»* 
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travelled a wearisome road of fifiy-five miles thron gh 
a rough and wild wilderness, and in the evening 
we were orertaken by a heavy thundergust. On 
the 14th, after a journey of nineteen miles more, 
we came, to our great joy, to our friends in a good 
house on the Potonaac — which is here one-third 
broader than it was farther np'at the Connogo- 
cheague — here for a short time we enjoyed rest and 
refreshment, after which we continued with new zeal 
on our journey, and went on the same day twenty-one 
miles farther, and reached Monocacy in good time. 
On the 15th I preached at Tredericktown, in a 
new church, which is not yet finished, standing 
behind a table npon which had been placed the 
holy covenant seals of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. "When I was preparing myself for the 
first prayer, and saw the tears of the epiritually 
hungry souls roll down ^ over their cheeks, my 
heart was singularly moved and enkindled with 
love, so that I feil upon my knees, in which the 
whole congregation foUowed me, and with much 
love and holy desire I commended the house and 
the congregation to the Triune God, and wrestled 

mountains, and farther up the vallej thän he was, and empties 
into the Potomac at least twenty-five or thirty miles below 
where he Struck that river. The " good house'' where he was 
refreshed, I take to have been that of old father Wenner, whose 
descendants still live there, and own the ferrj which has come 
down to them from generation to generation. Hia distance 
from this point to Frederick answers better than it would 
from any other point on the Potomac, or, than it would from 
any point on " Goose creek." Letter from LewU M. Harbaugh^ 
JS7*2. — H. H 
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for a blessing from the Lord upon them, After 
the sermon, I administered the Holy Supper to 
ninety-seven members, baptized several aged per- 
öons and children, married tbree betrothed couple, 
and installed new eiders and deacons — all of 
which was done with the greatest propriety of 
deportment, deep reverence, mach enlivening of 
hearts, and to general edification. It is a great 
advantage to this congregation that they have the 
best schoolmaster that I have met with in America.* 
He spares neither labor nor pains in instructing 
the young and edifying the congregation aecording 
to bis ability, by means of einging, and reading 
the Word of God and printed sermons on every 
Lord's day. 

On the 16th, I administered the Holy Supper in 
Conewago, forty miles from this place, to fifty, 
members. After travelling thirty miles farther, I 
came at the appointed time to Yorktown, on the 
17th, where I found Brother Eeiger. We entered 
into a more particular Conference with this congre- 
gation in regard to Mr. Lischy, and found to our 
joy that they begin to repose more confidence in 
him, and their affection for him begins again to 
come to life. We spoke, perhaps, about two hours 
with Mr. Lischy npon the most important doc- 
trinal points ; and we could with a good conscience 
and with gratitude to God, give the congregation 
the strongest assurance, that we discovered nothing 

[' This was Mr. Schley, the ancestop of highly respectable 
families of that name in Frederick — ^the great-grand p^rent of 
tho wifo of Rev. Dr. Schaff of Mercersbur^. — H. II.] 
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erroneous in bim, but tbat we were, in all poiuts, 
abundantly satisfied; all of wbich awakened in 
the congregation, witb a few exceptions, a feeling 
of flincere deligbt. 

On tbe 18tb, I asked Mr. Liscby publicly to 
preacb on tbe words, Mattb. xxii. 14, wbich be 
also did, in tbe strengtb of tbe Lord, witboot 
baving bad mucb time for preparation, to onr 
perfect satisfaction and to general edification. 
Tbis was tbe firat time tbat he preached publicly 
in tbe church since tbe iirst difficulties ; and, with 
the consent of the congregation, we decided tbat 
be might continue with tbe preaching of tbe word, 
witboaty as yet, administering the boly covenant 
seals until farther directions in regard to bim 
sbonld be receivcd from Holland. Tbis done, we 
lefb them our bearty blessing, and went the same 
evening, twenty-five miles, to Lancaster, much 
rejoiced at the resnlt. 

Tbe 19tb was Ascension Day, wben, according 
to promise, I administered the Holy Supper to 265 
members. Having left tbis place, not witbout 
much blessing and deep emotions, I arrived safely 
at Philadelphia on the 20th, aftcr having travelled 
a distance of sixty-tbree miles, wbere, with my 
beloved wife, to whom I was united in boly mar- 
riage in October of the past year, I gave thanks 
unto God for tbe grace wbich He bad bestowed 
upon me, and for His support and protection 
during so long and wearisome a journey. 



Skctiok IX. 
1748. 

Letter froxn Key. Borstias — Whitsantide in Germantown and 
Philadelphia — yisit to the charches in New Jersey — visit 
*to Dorstius — charches in Northampton Connty — retnm to 
Philadelphia — arrival of Revs. Bartholomaeus and Hochrea- 
tiner — letters from Holland — visits the interior with the 
newly-arrived ministers — Lancaster — Weiseichenland — Tul- 
pehocken — Oly — Falkner Schwam — Providence — return to 
Philadelphia — arriyal of Key. John Philip Leidich and his 
family from Holland — letters — yisit from Rey. Boehm and 
an eider — second meeting of Synod and its acte— close of the 
Synod — Leydich installed by Boehm at Falkner Schwam — 
yisit to the cburches in New Jersey — return to Philadelphia 
— Schlatter's forebodings — sudden and melancholy death of 
Key. Hochreu tiner — his funeral sermon — Bartholomaeus 
installed by Boehm in Tulpehooken — ^two Low Dutch stu- 
dents, Marinus and Du Bois — Lischy's Statement of his 
faith — call from Egypt and Heidelberg — documents sent to 
Holland — close of the y^ar 1748. 

On the 2l8t of May, I received a letter from the 
congregation of Rev. Dorstius, in Northampton, 
in Schameny,^ which earnestly besought me for 
counsel and assistance. 

[* ** Northampton in Schameny." By " Schameny" we must 
eyidently understand Neshamint/t a stream and yalley in 
Bucks Oounty. Northampton Oounty was cut off from Bucks 
later, in 1752. Bucks Oounty being indefinite in its northern 
limits previous to that time, the northern part of it was, no 
doubt, at that early day, called Northampton; then the ex- 
pression will mean that Mr. Schlatter Went into the Northamp 
ton region to the valley of Neshaminy. Northampton County 
cannot be intended, for it did not then exist. — H. II.] 

(179) 
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The 29th and 80th, being Whitsuntide, we cele- 
brated the Lord's Supper in Germantown with 
Bixty-one and in Philadelphia with seventy-three 
members. 

From the 6th tili the llth of June, I made a 
journey to the three congregatiöns in New Jersey, 
lying between Philadelphia and New Tork, whieh 
I now visited for the second time ; and when I had 
preached and administered the Holy Sacraments, 
as in November of the previous year, I returned 
again to my charge after I had travelled, in all, 
140 miles. 

On the 23d, I went to Northampton üpon the 
earnest solicitations of the congregation, and 
preached for the Dutch congregation of Mr. Dors- 
tius, for the first time, as well as I could in their 
language. My efforts to abate the strife existing 
between the minister and congregation were fruit- 
less ; and, as Mr. Dorstius continues in his purpose 
to go over to Holland, I promised to visit them 
once a month to preach for them in the week, and 
then returned to Philadelphia after a journey 
thither and back of thirty-two miles. 

On the 14th of July, a day which was memorable 
to me on account of different important events, I 
received from Rev. Du Bois, of New York, the 
agreeable intelligence that two ministers, intended 
for the Pennsylvania churches, are on their journey 
hither, and that the Reverend Christian Synods 
have received safely my reports sent over last year. 

In the beginning of the month of August, upon 
the earnest solicitations of the eiders and deacons 
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of my Philadelphia eongregations, I advanced 
them, in the way of loan, for the purpose of finish- 
ing their church, sixty pounds, or 406 Dutch guil- 
ders, out of the moneys which I received from J. 
Reif. 

On the 13th, the two ministers sent from Hol- 
land, Rev. Bartholomaeus and Rev. John Jacob 
Hochreutiner, safely arrived, and were received by 
me with joyful gratitude to 6od, and entertained 
at my house. The letters which they brought 
from the Reverend Christian Synods, from the 
Christian Classis of Amsterdam, and from the 
Reverends Hutmachcr and Kulenkamp, Vere very 
encouraging and refreshing to me, and I commo- 
nicated them to Mr. Boehm, when, on the 17th, 
I visited him in Company with these two Reverend 
brethren. I concluded, with the acquiescence of 
bis Reverence, before the beginning of our annual 
Synod, to make a journey with these two new 
co-laborers to several congregations, in order to 
see which of the destitute congregations desired 
their Services and needed them most. 

First of all, then, to accomplish this work, I 
went first with Rev. Bartholomaeus, on the 2d of 
September to Lancaster, where bis Reverence 
preached on the 4th, in the morning, much to the 
satisfaction of all, and I preached in the afternoon. 
On the 6th and 6th, we went to Weiseichenland, 
and from thence to Tulpehocken, where he 
preached on the 7th. From here we continued 
our journey to Oly, and he preached on the 8th in 
Falkner Schwam. Qere it was necegsary for him, 
16 
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weary from bis long journey, already having 
travel]ed 188 miles, to remain awhile to reet him« 
seif; still, he promised, on the following Lord's 
day, to attend to my Services in Philadelphia and 
Germantown, while I, on the same day, returned 
thirty-five miles to Philadelphia. 

On the lOth, I went again to Lancaster, whither 
Mr. Hoehreutiner had already gone on the Stb, 
having been requested by me on the lOth to 
preach the preparatory sermon in that place, which 
also bis Beverence did, much to the satisfaction 
and edification of the people. Afterwards, on the 
llth, he and I administered the Holy Supper to 
150 communicants, whereupon, the brother, in the 
afternoon, preached the thanksgiving sermon to 
the great delight of the congregation. 

On the 12th, we went from thence to Tulpe- 
hocken, where, on the ISth, Mr. Hoehreutiner 
preached. On the same day, we went farther, to 
Oly, and bis Reverence preached, on the 14th, at 
Falkner Schwam, and remained there, as he had 
been tired out, in order that he might, after having 
refreshed himself, preach at Providence on the 
18th, while I, in the meantime, returned in good 
health to Philadelphia, having, in this journey, 
passed over 173 miles. 

On the 15th, to my exceedingly great joy, there 
came to my house, healthy and happy, Rev. John 
Philip Leidich, with bis wife and two children, 
having been sent over by the Reverend Ohristiaa 
8}niod of South Holland, which was assembled in 
this year at Briel. His Reverence showed me bis 
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letteiis of appointment as minister in these regions, 
and handed over to me the letters which the Rev- 
erend Christian Deputies of the Synod had in- 
trusted to him, which convinced me anew of the 
continued zeal and faithful care which the Chris^ 
tian Synode manifest for the good of the Pennsyl- 
vania churches, and farnished me with reasons for 
bowing my knees before God to present a heartfelt 
thank-offering before Him. 

On the 19th, Kev. Boehm, with an eider from 
bis congregation in Falkner Schwam, came to visit 
me, and begged that Rev. Leidich might be ap- 
pointed as regulär minister in the above-named 
place and in Providence ; because bis Reverence, 
on account of bis advanced age, is no more able 
to endure such wearisome journeys, as it is neces- 
sary to make, in order, properly, to serve this field. 
I promised him to do the best in my power to 
provide for their congregations. 

In the interval, before the beginning of our 
Synod, the three newly-arrived ministers preached 
at various times, as well in my own as in other 
congregations, much to the satisfaction and edifi.- 
fication of the people. 

On the 29th, the Synod, consisting of six minis- 
ters and twelve eiders, was favorably commenced 
and harmoniously continued with solemn prayer 
and thanksgiving to God. 

On the 30th, the vocations or calls presented to 
me by the commissioned eiders, were laid before 
the assembly and approved, and assigned severally 
to the three co-workers, Agreeably to these calls. 
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Eev. Hochreutiner was appointed to Lancaster; 
Rev. Bartholomaeus to Tulpehocken; and Rer. 
Leydich to the congregations of Falkner Schwam 
and Providence. Forthennore, Rev. Reiger was 
appointed solemnly to instal the first, and Rev. 
Boehm the second and third, in their new congre- 
gations, after previous solemn representations of 
the duties devolving npon them, which these 
brethren also willingly took npon themselves to 
perform. All this was done not without mnch 
feeling and shedding of many barning tears, and 
with thanksgiving to God. 

The acts, as well of this, as also of the previous 
Synod, together with different other writings, Rev. 
Boehm, who was President of the Asserably, before 
the end of the year sent to the Reverend Christian 
Synods. 

On the 2d of October, in the presenee of the 
brethren, I administered the Holy Supper here to 
140 members. 

On the 5th, in the aftemoon, the Assembly was 
closed with thanksgiving and prayer, and the 
brethren returned with joy, each one to his post, 
after the Synod had yet given permission to Rev. 
Lischy, according to the request of the congrega- 
tion, to administer the Holy Supper, tili farther 
directions should be received from the Reverend 
Christian Synods. 

On the 9th, Rev. Leydich was installed by Rev. 
Boehm in Falkner Schwam, 

On the lOth, I travelled, forty miles, to Amwell, 
preached there in the afternoon, and, on the morn- 
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ing of the lltb, I went, nineteen miles farther, to 
Rockaway, and in the afternoon to Foxhill to hold 
preparatory service, in which last place I adminis- 
tered the Holy Supper on the 12th, and, after the 
thanksgiving sermon, retnmed to Bockaway, ten 
miles from thence. Here, on the 18th, I adminis- 
tered the Lord's Snpper, and, after the thanksgiv- 
ing sermon, on the same day I retumed to Amwell, 
a distance of twenty miles. After I had adminis- 
tered the Lord's Supper in this congregation, and 
preached the thanksgiving sermon on the 14th, I 
went, the same afternoon, fi'om thence, and, 
after having travelled forty miles, I arrived late in 
the evening in Philadelphia. I retumed safe and 
well, and yet I feit oppressed with an uncommon 
anxiety of heart without knowing whence it origi- 
nated. 

What it was that lay so heavily on my heart I 
ascertained as soon as I entered my house. It was 
the unexpected, unfortunate accident, which, on 
that very morping, befel my excellent brother 
Hochreutiner in my house — an.event which moved 
to sorrow so many congregations, and so deeply 
afflicted my own soul — by which he was deprived 
of bis life just at the time when he was already 
prepared to start for Lancaster to enter upon bis 
labors in that congregation. 

A gun which, when he was yet in the ship, he 
had loaded with a ball, which he now attempted 
to extract without having the necessary means to 
accomplish it, exploded in bis hands, and pierced 
bis body so that he lay dead in my room when my 
16* 
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wife and maid-servant came in to infonn bim that 
the eider with a horse was ready at the door to 
take him away ! The amazement and sorrow in 
the congregations, and especially in Lancaster» 
occasioned by tbis accidenl was so mucb tbe 
greater on account of tbe great love wbicb all bore 
to bim, and tbe expectations wbicb bis own con- 
gregation and otbcrs entertained of tbe Services of 
sucb an excellent servant of Jesus Christ. The 
many tears shed by bundreds of persons wbo 
followed bis remains wben they were consigned to 
tbe earth, testified to tbis. His written sermon, 
wbicb he bad intended to preach as bis introdactory 
in Lancaster, and wbicb was foand in bis pocket, 
I bad printed, agreeably to tbe earnest solicitations 
of many, and it bas been sent to tbe Reverend 
Christian Synods and also to others.^ 

On tbe 16th, tbe day on wbicb Rev. Bartholo- 
maens was installed in Tulpebocken by Rev. Boehm, 
I preached a funeral sermon on the early and 
melancholy deatb of Rev. Hochreutiner, amid tbe 
Streaming of many tears. 

On the 28th, two Low Dutch students, wbo 
studied in tbis country, named David Marinus and 
Jonathan Du Bois, inquired of me wbetber I would 
assist them in getting permission from the Reverend 
Christian Synod to present tbemselves for exami- 
nation to our Synod. Tbis they desired, that if 
they should receive a regulär call in the churcb 
they might then, bere in tbis country, be placed in 

[* Who will discover and bring to light this interesting 
relic ? — H. H.] 
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a Position to accept of it. I promised to fulfil their 
wishes. 

On the 3d of November, I reeeived the written 
confession of faith of Rev. J. Lischy, whieh I after- 
wards sent to Holland. On the 8th, I reeeived a 
letter containing a properly made out call for a 
minister from the congregations called Egypt and 
Heidelberg. They desire to have a permanent 
minister, and obligate themselves for forty-two 
pounds, or 280 Dutch guilders, as salary« 

On the 16th of December, I placed in the hands 
of Mr. Boehra, because he was, at that time, 
Praeses Ministerii, many writings and copies, that 
the same might be carefuUy sent to the Reverend 
Christian Synods ; and yet up to this time, I have 
not been able to hear either there nor here what 
haa becorae of those documents. Meanwhile, I am 
prepared to give all needed Information in regard 
to their contents. 

On the 25th and 26th, I administered the Holy 
Supper in Philadelphia and Germantown. Thus 
has this year been safely passed, nnder the divine 
blessing, yet not without some bitter minglings of 
Borrow. 



Sbction X. 
1749-1750. 

Beginniog of the year 1749 — Journey bj waj of Wilmington 
to Laocaster — yacancy at Lancaster — ^retums — leiten from 
Magunchy and Egypt — calls from Virginia — church visita- 
tions — Visits Zeltenrich — Lancaster — Tulpehocken to Rer. 
Bartholomaeas — yisits Leydich — sudden death of Rev. 
Boehm — his funeral sermon — yisit to the churches in New 
Jersey — summer labors — third Synod, at Lancaster-^ 
arriyal of Key. Steiner — adjourned meeting of Synod in 
Philadelphia — call to Steiner from Lancaster • — Leydich — 
Steiner's conduct toward Schlatter — Beginning of 1750 — 
yisit to New Jersey — church yisitations — yisits Witpen, 
Falkner Schwam, Oly, Tulpehocken, Lancaster — fourth 
Synod — special Synod — Schlatter commissioned to yisit 
Earope — sails — safe arriyal. 

On the 15tli of January, I went by way of Wil- 
mington to Lancaster, agreeably to the wishes of 
the congregation there, to counsel with the Eiders 
and Deacons as to the way in which this congrega- 
tion now vacant might best be supplied, tili a more 
favorable opportunity to procure a regulär pastor 
might present itself. In this journey, going and 
retuming, I travelled 145 miles. 

On the 26th and 27th, I administered the Lord's 
Supper in Germantown with ninety-six, and in 
Philadelphia with 130 members. 

On the 29th, I received letters from Magunchy 

and Egypt, with eamest solicitations that I might 

come over and visit them, and administer to them 

(188) 
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the Holy Supper. On this occasion, ßev. Boehm, 
at my request, took it upon himself to attend to 
the wauts of these remote congregations. 

On the 30th, various letters came to hand from 
different congregations, of like import ; also, a call 
from Virginia for a minister. 

From the Slst tili the 8th of April, I made visits 
jto various parts of the country in the way of church 
Visitation, preaching and administering the Holy 
Sacraments; and afler travelling 119 miles, 1 
returned well and happy to my home. 

On the 27th, I travelled 56 miles to the congre- 
gation Zeltenrich, which was formeriy served by 
Rev. Reiger. On the 28th, I went twelve miles from 
thence to Lancaster, wrote down a list qf the names 
of the members, and after I had preached, and 
adrainistered the Holy Supper to 207 members, I 
left that place, and continued my journey to other 
congregations. 

On the Ist of May, I visited Rev. Bartholomaeus 
in Tulpehocken, a distance of twenty-eight miles ; 
and besought him at bis convenience to go over 
and preach in Weiseichenland, at Modecreek, 
Cocalico and Zeltenrich, which bis Reverence also 
promised to do. 

On the 2d, I visited Rev. Leydich in Falkner 
Seh warn, a distance of forty-nine miles from thence. 
His Reverence had just the day before returned 
home from a visit to various congregations. On 
the way, I heard of the unexpected news of the 
sudden death of Rev. Boehm, which occurred in 
the house of his oldest son, after bis Reverence had 
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yet OQ the previoas day administered tbe Holy 
Supper in the Egypt congregation. Thus our 
emall number of laborers in this great harvest was 
again made less by tbis stroke. I entreated Rev. 
Leydicb in a friendly manner, in tbe beginning <^ 
tbe montb of August to visit Lancaster, Modecreek, 
and otber places, to edify tbe congregations. 

I bad intendedy at tbis time, also to visit Rev. 
Weiss, but, on account of tbe deatb of Rev. Boebm, 
,it was neeessary for me to cut sbort my joumey 
and retum to Philadelphia, a distance of tbirty- 
nine miles. 

On tbe 4tb, I made copies of the writings pre- 
viously placed in tbe bands of Rev. Boehm, and 
sent them, by. way of England, to the Reverend 
Christian Synods and the Reverend Classis of 
Amsterdam. 

On tbe 7th, I preached at Gern^antown, not 
witbout deep emotion, a funeral sermon on the 
death of Rev. Boehm, the oldest of the German 
Reformed ministers in this country, who, during 
tbe Space of many years, bad to serve various con- 
gregations, and wbose memory is cherished as 
blessed by many. 

On the 13th and 14th, we celebrated the Holy 
Supper in Philadelphia with 102 and in German- 
town with fifty-fivo communicants. 

From the 22d tili the 27th, I again made the 
usual journey to the congregations in the Raritans, 
or If ew Jersey ; and, after I bad preached in each 
of them and administered the Holy Sacraments, I 
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returned, strengihened, to my post, having travelled, 
in going and coming, 188 miles. 

From this time on to the month of September, 
notWng specially worthy of note transpired ; still, 
I did not Bpend my time nselessly, as L can sbow, 
frora my Diary, to any one who may wish to 
inquire. 

As oar annnal Synod was tbis year to be beld 
at Lancaster, I went tbitber on tbe 25tb of Sep- 
tember. After tbe Beverend Assembly bad been 
opened on tbe 27tb witb a well-arranged and edi- 
fying sermon by Eev. Leydicb, tbe Beverend 
Brotberbood learned witb mucb joy tbat Bev. 
Steiner, sent in by tbe Beverend Cbristian Depu- 
ties of tbe Synods, bad arrived in good bealtb, on 
tbe 25tb, in Pbiladelpbia. We resolved, on tbis 
account, for tbe present, to stop short our meeting 
of counsel, because we did not know wbat kind of 
Orders bis Beverence bad brougbt from Holland. 
We appointed, bowever, our approacbing meeting 
to be beld on tbe 20th of October in my bouse in 
Pbiladelpbia. 

Tbe congregation at Lancaster, eamestly en- 
treated, if it were possible, tbat tbis newly-arrived 
minister migbt be sent to tbem, and to this end 
they gave me antbority to call bim to be tbeir 
regulär pastor and teacber. 

When I returned to Pbiladelpbia on tbe 29tb, I 
found Bev. Steiner tbere, and welcomed bim in 
tbe most friendly and fraternal manner. After tbe 
testimonials of bis appointment by tbe Beverend 
Cbristian Deputies of the Synods had been read 
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and found correct, I placed in the hands of bis 
Reverence, on the Ist of October, a call from the 
congregation at Lancaster, who desired to have 
him as their pastor, properly made out and signed. 

On the 20th of October, Rev, Beiger opened our 
Synod, again assembled, with an excellent, instruc- 
tive sermon. Rev. Bartholomaeus sent word by 
the eider of bis church, that, on acconnt of indis- 
position, he could not be present, prayed therefore 
to be excused by the Assembly. Also Rev. Steiner, 
at this time, was confined to bed by sickness, yet 
throngh an eider of my congregation he sent in 
his testimonials. This Synod consisted of £ve 
ministers, besides the two Low Dntch students 
before referred to, and sixteen eiders, all of which 
were pro vided with proper testimonials of anthority. 
This Assembly ended on the 24th with hearty 
thanksgivings to God for the brotherly love and 
unity of sentiment which reigned and rnled in it, 
and each one returned well pleased to his field of 
labor. That which was brought before this Synod 
and was acted upon may be more fally seen in the 
min Utes* • 

On the 16th of November, with the approval of 
the whole Brotherhood, I gave Rev. Leydich the 
Bum of fifteen pounds, or 100 Dntch gnilders, from 
the money which I received of J. Reif, because his 
congregations failed to make up the salary pro- 
mised him, and he complained that he could not 
get along with what he received. The further 
acconnt of the moneys of Mr. Reif I have laid 
before the Reverend Depaties, and am prepared 
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still farther publicly to present the same for exami- 
natioQ. 

Many unpleasant and painful particulars per- 
taiüing to my congregations, which transpired in 
the remainder of this and during the foUowing 
year, throngh the interposition of Eev. Steiner, I 
will not bring out in this printed Statement. The 
matter is known to the Reverend Christian Depu- 
ties of the Synods, and, I doubt not, they will give 
the necessary Information in regard to it to your 
Beverend Assembly. In the same manner, as I 
do not complain on account of wrong suffered, 
because, as a Christian, I have learned to forbear, 
so also do I desire no return or satisfaction, but 
only pray that the Reverend Assembly may so 
arrange everything that peace and edification may 
be advanced among us. 

These unpleasant circumstances, as they made 
it necessary for me to be near at band and in my 
congregations, hindered me from making long 
jotirneys into the country to visit and edify the 
remote congregations. 

Nevertheless, in June, 1750, 1 spent seven days 
in a journey to the congregations in the Baritans 
in New Jersey, to comfort them by the preaching 
of the word and the administration of the Sacra- 
ments. 

In the month of August, I made church visita- 
tions from the 20th to the 25th, in order, once 
more, carefully to inquire into the condition of the 
congregations in the country, so that I might be 
able to give all necessary information in regard to 
17 
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tbem at the approaching SjDod, and that I might, 
in a more satisfactory manner, inform tbe Beve- 
rend Christian Sjmods. After travelling 197 miles, 
I retnrned again to my home. 

In Ifovember, I feit myself constrained to nnder- 
take another joomey, on acconnt of letters which 
I had receiyed, as well firom Eev. Bartholomaeos 
of Tnlpebocken — who entreated me to come over 
to him, inasmnch as bis congregation desired to 
speak with me about mattere tbat pertain to its 
interests — as also firom tbe veiy Beverend Had- 
macberofBbllandfContainingmattersofimportance. 
Accordingly, on the Ist, I travelled sixteen miles 
from here to Witpen, — a congregation which I 
am accQstomed to visit once a month since the 
death of Eev. Boehm — where, on this visit, I 
administered the Holy Supper to tbirty-six members. 
After tbe thanksgiving sermon, I went tweniy-three 
miles farther to Falkner Schwam to visit Bev. 
Leydich ; and, on the 2d, went with bim to tbe 
Kev. Weiss, eight miles from thence. After we 
had mutually concluded to hold our nsnal Synod 
at Philadelphia on the 16th of this montb, and 
Kev. Leydich had consented to preach in my place 
in my congregations on the nezt Lord's Day, I 
continned on the eame day yet forfy-six miles 
£Eirther to the so-called flying mountains in Oly,^ 
which are so called on account of the multitude of 
wild Indian chickens^ which abouDd there. 

} "Nach den go genanten fliegendin Bergen in Oly.'' — H. H.] 

' Praiiie-hens, which still abound in the western prairies, and 

were abandant at an early day along the sonth aide of the 
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On the 3d, I arrived at Tulpehocken; having 
made the journey not without great danger, on 
aecount of the wintry weather and the overflowing 
of streams ; safely arrived, I gave thanks to God 
for His kind protection and deliverance. 

On the 4th, I assisted Eev. Bartholomaeus in 
administering the Holy Supper, not without visible 
evidences of blessing. After I had spoken with 
the congregation on some matters, made all neces- 
sary arrangements, and received the promise from 
Rev. Bartholomaeus that he would be present at 
our meeting of Synod at the appointed time, if 
his precarious State of health would at all admit 
of it, I left for Lancaster, twenty-eight miles dis- 
tant. Here I preached on the 6th, and invited 
Rev. Reiger to attend our Synod, which his Rever- 
ence also promised to do. As I yet preached at 
three other places, and travelled a distance of 
ninety-two miles, I did not reach Philadelphia 
before the lOth. I had not the opportunity, on 
this journey, of speaking with Mr. Lischy, because 
he, at my solicitation, has gone to visit the congre- 
gations in Virginia. 

On the 16th, our Christian Synod was opened in 
the usual way. I am prepared to present to the 
Reverend Christian Synods an aecount, so far as it 
i8 necesaary, of the proceedings of this assembly. 

On the 13th of December, Üiere was an extra- 
ordinary Synod held at Philadelphia, in which it 

Blue mountains. See Life of Rev. Stoy in the aathor's " Lives 
of the Fathers of the German Reformed Church in Earope and 
America.'^ — H. H.] 
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was unanimously resolved, that inasmuch as many 
of the letters and writings which we had sent over 
had been lost, and we were getting ever more and 
more into embarrassment, I should be sent over to 
Holland, by speaking and writing, to lay before 
the E-everend Christian Synods the condition of 
the Church in Pennsylvania, and humbly and 
impressively to implore effectual help and support. 
Three of our ministerial brethren engaged to take 
each his turn in attending to my duties in Phila^ 
delphia during my absence, to the best of their 
ability, without respect to the trouble of travelling 
so great a distance. 

After I had been provided with the necessary 
instractions and other writings, and on the 25th 
of December had administered the Holy Commu- 
nion to 109 members in Philadelphia, and in all 
other respects as far as possible made the necessary 
arrangements, having commended myself to the 
Fatherly protection of that God, whose help and 
deliverance I had often experienced, I went on 
board the ship at New Castle on the 5th of 
February. On the llth of March, we entered the 
Port of Dartmouth. From there, I eontinued my 
joumey by land, arrived on the 13th at Exeter, 
and on the 15th at Bristol ; and on the 22d, by the 
grace of God, I arrived in good health in London, 
after a journey by land of 200 miles. I left London 
on the Slst, and on the 12th of April, arrived 
safely at Helvoetsluys, thanking God with heart 
and lips, who had led me and brought me thus far, 
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praying fervently that he would prosper my labors 
in this favored land, and grant that the destitute 
and needy congregations in Pennsylvania might 
find favor and mercy in the presence of the Rev- 
erend Christian Synode. 

From that time on, tili now, I have had the 
fortune in various Conferences, as well with the 
Reverend Deputies of both Synods as with the 
Reverend Deputies of the Classis of Amsterdam, 
to open the subject of my mission, and present 
my Testimonials and Documents for a carefal 
examination, in füll assurance that the Reverend 
Deputies will present minute and correct Informa- 
tion to their constituents. In the meantime, I 
submit myself in all humility to the judgment 
and counsel of the honorable church assembly. 



17* 



THE RELIGIOUS DESTITÜTIONS IN PENNSYLVANIA AND 

NEIGHBORING PROVINCES. 



Having now presented a brief account of my 
labors in this country, in accordance with the com- 
miflsion intrusted to me, and also given some 
account of the state of things as I found them in 
the congregations, I beg permission still further to 
bring to the view of the Reverend Christian 
Synods a brief representation of the true condition 
of Pennsylvania and the neighboring Provinccs, 
and of the large Eeformed congregations which 
exist there mostly without pastors, hoping, in this 
way, to press my humble appeal for effectual help 
and Support. 

Permit me, first of all, to refer, in a few words, 
to the country itself and its inhabitants. Pennsyl- 
vania, lying in the northern part of America, is a 
country of no small compass. It lies in a healthy 
climate ; it is not merely inhabitable, but very 
much inhabited, not only by the ancient dwellers 
in the land, but also by thousands who have emi- 
grated thither from Europe and still arrive every 
year. It extends toward the North to the five 
--largest Inland seas known in the world, along the 
course of which it is not diflScult to reach the cele- 
brated Mississippi river, down which one can sail 

to the Gulf of Mexico. 

(198) 
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What concerns the ancient race of pagan inhabi- 
tants of this land, they are in many respecta 
different from all other people in the other parts 
of the World. It is no part of my design at present 
to inquire after and search out when, from whence, 
and how they came hither, as it is my pnrpose only 
to report what I have seen of them with my own 
eyes. Their color ia of a brown red, and may be 
likened to red copper. Their heads only are 
covered with long black hair hanging very straight ; 
and they have a smooth ehin without a beard. 
They have a language of their own, different from 
all other languages, which some regard as an 
original fundamental language ; it is not impossible 
to learn it, as there are some who have made them- 
selves aequainted with it. 

The Six Nations, which stand in covenant with 
England, in various circumstances, give conclusive 
evidence that they do not lack in understanding 
and judgment ; and by their cautious and consider- 
ate conduct show themselves to be cunning and 
sharp-sighted : they are, therefore, not incapable of 
Instruction, and of being led from their present 
fearful idolatry to the true service of God, if only 
the necessary means are brought to bear, and God 
should be pleased to bless the effort. They live 
with one another in quiet and peace, and are after 
their own way upright, and hate nothing more 
than lying and dishonesty. Of this, Count Zinzen- 
dorf, accprding to the testimony of reliable wit- 
nesses, has had experience, nearly to the loss of 
bis life. 
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In war they are brave, unwearied, crafty, and 
revengefiil ; bat when they lie at home, they are 
sluggish, lazy, and very careless; nevertheless, 
when they are made dranken, they are wild, noisy, 
and ungovemable. The women are modest, 
friendly, very submissive and obedient to the men, 
nearly in a slavish way. The men of some age, 
and especially the very aged, are their judges ; and 
the sayings of these have nearly the force of law, 
eince neither books nor writings are known among 
them. 

They are a free nation, and very fond of their 
freedom ; and they would not readily suffer them- 
selves to be brought nnder the yoke of servitude. 
To preserve their freedom nnmolested, they have, 
from time to time, withdrawn themselves still 
farther back in proportion as the European settlera 
have taken possession of the land, that they 
might live alone and for themselves. They would 
rather give up their lands to the whites than to 
live in the midst of them, and run the risk of 
losing their freedom, which they regard as their 
most precious boon; sparcely also can a true 
aboriginal be found who is a slave to a white 
stranger. 

Since the time when the English have taken 
possession of Pennsylvania, and the country has 
been peopled from various European nations, it has 
been divided into nine Cantons, there called 
Counties. The most important towns, as they 
have been built successively, are : 
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1. Philadelphia, consisting at present of 2,300 
houses, mostly of stone. 

2. New Castle, consisting at present of 240 
houses, mostly of stone, and lying from Philadel- 
phia distant forty miles. 

3. ehester, consisting of 120 houses, lying ten 
miles distant from New Castle. 

4. Germantown, consisting of 250 houses, lying 
ßix miles from Chester. 

5. Lancaster, consisting of 600 houses, lying 
from Germantown sixty-three miles. 

6. York, consisting of 190 houses, lying' fx'om 
Lancaster twenty-three miles. 

7. Reading, lately built, consisting of sixty houses, 
lying sixty miles from York. 

In the whole of Pennsylvania, according to 
estimation, there are 190,000 souls, in which the 
pagan inhabitants are not included. Of these, it 
is estimated 90,000 are Germans ; and of these 
about one-third, namely, upwards of 30,000, are of 
the Reformed faith. These are scattered through 
all the Cantons or Counties ; still they have more 
especially settled down in the Counties of Phila- 
de!J)hia, Bucks, Lancaster^ York, and Chester. 
They are all free and undisturbed in the worship 
of God; and are safely protected under the 
Government of the excellent Proprietory, and the 
Governor, and other Rulers, so that none of the 
other various parties dare in an unrighteous manner 
disturb their religious exercises, or injure them in 
their persons or rightful possessions. Still, as those 
who are without shepherds and leaders in the ser 
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vice of God, they cannot expect much help and 
comfort from those who, in matters of religion, 
differ more or less from them. In consequence of 
this, many, unless they are willing to remain 
deprived of all legitimate exercises of the Reformed 
divine service for tbemselves and their children, 
and unless they are willing that their children shall 
grow up like wild sheep and heathen in a heathen 
land — many must go and seek pastnre and food 
for their souls wherever they can find it, and receive 
it such as it is. Thus they frequently fall into the 
hands of deceivers, who do not only seil them 
chaff for grain, but even of such as will ruin their 
souls, and those of their innocent children, by 
feeding them their sugared poison, unless God will 
graciously prevent it and protect them. Of this 
class, there are many among the German sectaries. 
In Order that the Reverend Christian Synods, 
and all those to whom this present writing shall 
come, may be able to form a correct idea of the 
condition of the congregations in Pennsylvania, I 
will merely mention in order the congregations 
which I there found and visited, and State how 
these are served by ministers, or might be served 
in case they are united as I propose, even though 
many of these lie many miles apart, and could be 
visited by the minister only once in two weeks or 
once a month. I will also mention which of these 
are already provided with a minister, and which ones 
have hitherto not been so fortunate as to obtain 
one, while, meantime, they are longing and waiting 
for faithfal guides and pastors with a most ardeut 
4esire. 
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1. The first charge is Philadelphia and German- 
town. This has been served by myself since 1747. 

2. Qoßhenhoppen and Great Swamp. These are 
served since 1746 by Eev. George Michael Weiss. 

3. The congregations of Falkner Schwam and 
Providence. Here Rev. John Philip Leidich is 
located since 1748. 

4. Skippach, Witpen, Indian Creek, and To- 
hioken. These are, as yet, withoat a minister. 

5. Lancaster and Schaffer's church. The first 
of these is still vacant, and the second is served by 
Rev. John Bartholomaeus Rieger, M. D. 

6. Yorktown, Kreutz Creek, Conewago, and 
Bermudian. In these Rev. Jacob Lischy is labor- 
ing with success since 1749. 

7. Tulpehocken. Here Rev. Dominicus Bar- 
tholomaeus is laboring in the holy Service since 
1748. He is most of the tirae sick. 

8. Weiseichenland, Modecreek, Cocalico, and 
Zeltenrich. These are looking out for a minister 
with burning desire. 

9. Donegal, Swatara, and Quitopehilla. These 
also implore earnestly for a minister. 

10. The Charge in Northampton and Southamp- 
ton. Here Rev. Du Bois, a Low Dutch Proponentj 
preaches, meantime, in the way of supply since 
1761. 

11. Great Lehigh, Little Lehigh, Forks of Dela- 
ware, Saccony, and Springfield. These are with- 
out a shepherd. 

12. Heidelberg, Egypt, and Jordan. These are 
without a regulär minister. 
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13. Magunchy, Allemängel, Schmal tzgass, and 
Manatawny. These also long most ardently for a 
faithful guide. 

All these are congregations in Pennsylvania, 
To these must yet be added the congregations in 
Virginia, Maryland, and New Jersey. 

14. The Charge in Virginia consists of Shenan- 
doah, Misanotti, South Branch, and New Ger- 
mantown. These all have, for many years, had 
no regulär minister. They are the inost remote 
congregations, and languish from longing for 
Spiritual food. 

15. The congregations in Maryland are Mono- 
cacy and Conogocheague. Here also there is great 
hunger for the word of God, and there is no one 
regularly to provide it for them. 

16. The congregations in New Jersey are 
Rockaway and Foxhill. These implore earnestly 
that God may, at length, send forth a faithful 
laborer into this harvest. 

Thus there are here, in all, forty-six congrega- 
tions which I have visited; and, besides these, 
there are yet different others in Oly and other 
places which are not included in this list. Those 
enumerated I have united into sixteen large 
charges, which are, in themselves, very laborious. 
Among these, there are thirty-two which are, as 
yet, entirely destitute of the regulär ministrations 
of the word and the Sacrament, and are only 
attended to when one of the few ministers in the 
country, by neglecting his own congregations, 
Visits them once or twice a year by a tedious jour- 
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ncy. Two congregations are supplied with tbe 
Word only by a Proponent^ and only twelve are 
served by five regulär ministere, and these only 
successively at best once on each Lord's day, and 
different ones barely once a month. 

What makes the condition of these congrega- 
tions the more deplorable and worthy of our sym- 
pathy, is that most of them are not even provided 
with a good schoolmaster. Few, even of such as 
are found qualified,^an be prevailed npon to labor 
in this work, because the poor people are not able 
to contribute enough to enable a scl^polmaster, 
who devotes bis whole time to his calling, to Sup- 
port himself and family even with the greatest 
care and economy. Thus, it is easy to see that 
ehildren, deprived of all Instruction, and having 
only a corrupt nature for their guide, must grow 
up as wild shoots — yea, I will leave any, who 
heartily and in silence meditate on this matter, 
and who know the true value of immortal souls, 
to judge whether in this way, even such aa are 
called Christians and bear the name of Reformed, 
are not in danger of falling back and being cor- 
rupted into a new heathenism, and thus becom^ 
like the original pagan aborigines of the country, 
if not even worse. 

The heart of one, otherwise careless and insensi* 
ble, would break could he hear the pitiful lamen- 
tations and see the burning tears — as I have often 
heard and seen tili they pierced my very soul — of 
such as look at this evil in a deeper and more con- 
siderate way. Such, on the one band, deploro 
18 
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their own condition as being in a land dry and 
drear, where they find no pastures nor food for 
their own souls, since the fewest number are pro- 
vided witb Bibles ; and, on the other band, they 
lament over the still worse condition of hosts of 
others who are without food, and, in eonseqnence, 
bccome more careless and hardened from time to 
time, beoanse there is no one to reprove, exhort, 
oonvince, and aronse them from their sinful ease — 
none to cry: "What haa happened unto you, ye 
slumberers ? Awake, ye that sleep ! Fly for your 
life ! Bat, most lamentable of all, is the condition 
of tender children, who, without instruction or 
care, grow np as for hell, and become a prey of 
Satan and bis seducing apostles. • Tet these, should 
their condition find sympathy witb those who have 
it in their power to send the means, might, through 
the co-workings of God*s grace, be delivered from 
the snares of the devil, and set free. 

Through my pen this sighing of the needy, this 
cry for help from the destitute, pastorless congre- 
gations of Pennsylvania, comes to your ears, Rev- 
erend Christian Fathers, who are now solemnly 
assembled in this ecclesiastical Synod. It comes 
to the ears of all who love Zion, and are grieved 
for the affliction of Joseph, wherever these pages 
may come before their eyes. The general cry of 
so many thousands which nOw sounds into yöur 
ears is not: Come over and help us; but it is: 
Open your hearts in acts of love and beneficence, 
in Order tb^t such may come over to us who are 
willing to pome but h^ye npt tl^e means. There 
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are, no donbt, such as ask no great help, no large 
Support ; provide, that such may come over to go 
before us with the rod and staff of the word, and 
watch and care for öur souls and the souls of our 
children. 

Methinks you, Reverend Fathers, will aek me : 
By what means and in what way may we.help 
these poor and needy brethren ? I answer, in their 
name, You can help them by sending over able 
and pious ministers and schoolmasters, good books, 
and addressing earnest intercessions to 6od for His 
grace and blessing. 

I hope you, Reverend Fathers, will not think 
that this request is far too great, and includes too 
much to be realized ; that the wounds are too widely 
open to be healed, Permit me, venerable Fathers, 
humbly to State that, although the condition of 
the Pennsylvania churches is very deplorable, yet 
it is not beyond hope or the reach of help. It is 
within the power of the Christian Synods in the 
blessed Netherlands and of some of its Citizens, 
whom God has richly blest with temporal goods, 
if God shall be pleased to incline their hearts 
thereto, if not to restore all that is lost, yet, in a 
marked degreo, to build up and support what is in 
danger. 

I have already reported that the majority of the 
Charges, as I have proposed to form them, are able 
and willing to contribute nearly 200 guilders, 
and some still more, to the support of a regulär 
minister. In regard to the three charges outside 
of Pennsylvania, as they are able, each one, to 
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provide properly fbr the snpport of a minister, so 
tbey are also willing with great chcerfulness to do 
it. Meanwbile, the case is such in Pennsylvania, 
that a minister, especially if he has a family, 
cannot get along with less than 430 guilders. 

The schoolmasters, in most places, cannot pos- 
ßibly live on the income of their schools, and hence 
forsake the work to eam their bread by the labor 
of their hands. There are many poor families 
who have not the means to purchase Bibles and 
Catechisms for themselves and their children. 
Should the same liberality of the Church Assera- 
blies of the Netherlands, and Citizens blest of God, 
which so many thousand others have already ex- 
perienced, be extended toward the churches of 
Pennsylvania, so that annually something should 
be contribated toward their relief, the desired end 
would be attained. 



AN EARNEST PLEA FOR RELIEF. 

I NEED not snggest to you, Reverend Fathers, 
the means by which this could be accomplished. 
They are better known to you than to me. I only 
ask permission most humbly to lay at your feet my 
earnest petitions, which are also the hearty prayers 
of the shepherdless congregations in Pennsylvania, 
which call to you, Reverend Fathers, for help and 
Support. They are these : 

L First, I must humbly ask that the Pennsylva- 
nia churches may enjoy the favor of beiog placed 
upon the list and among the number of needy 
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churches, that, no less than these, they may 
annually be supported and refreshed by the friendly 
gifte of tbesö and öther* Reverend Christian Synode. 
If these poor congregations, whose number is 
greater than that of any other needy. churches, 
should be so favored as to enjoy this desired ad- 
vantage, which I earnestly hope may be done, 
then the ag^egate of the -coUected gifts (jould be 
transferred to Philadelphia, and made over into 
the hands of Coetus, and by them divided and 
applied to such points as have most pressing need. 
The Coetus would ' annually be in duty bound 
gratefully to acknowledge the same, and report to 
the Synods a particular account of the manner in 
which the moneys were applied, and, in all things, 
submissively and respectfuUy to observe the direc- 
tions of the Reverend Assemblies. 

n. In Order that the whole weight and respon- 
sibility of providing for these suflfering Pennsylva- 
nia churches may not rest alone upon the Shoulders 
of the Christian Synodical Assembly, I would most 
submissively suggest, whether it might not please 
the Reverend Assembly to instruct the Reverend 
Deputies of the Synods to bring the needy condi- 
tion of these churches in a most touching and true 
manner before the Most Honorable Civil Authori- 
ties of this Province, and to the attention of His 
Majesty, the Stadtholder of the United Provinces ; 
or, wherever further it might be proper, to see 
whether from this source also something might be 
obtained for these helpless ones— at least, earnestly 
to entreat that permission may be granted, if not 
18* 
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to take up a public collectioiiy yet, at least, that 
Citizens, whom God bas blest witb means, migbt 
be free, wben the true State of these cburcbes may 
come before tbem, and God should incline tbeir 
bearts, out of tbeir superfluous abundance, to 
bestow of tbeir gifts for the relief of tbose needy, 
longing cburcbes, wbo long not after earthly good, 
but for pastors, wbo may serve tbem in spiritual 
food. I do not ask tbat permission be granted 
me to collect in the respective towns, but, only 
tbat means may be devised to make known tbe 
wants of these congregations to benevolent men 
of means ; and tbat tbey be informed in wbat way 
they may place tbeir free-will oflerings in safe 
bands. I beg most earnestly that of all sucb 
money, not even the smallest portion may be 
placed in my bands, or committed to my care and 
commission ; but tbat the sum wbicb sball grow 
out of sucb free gifts, be it small or large, may be 
kept togetber and placed in the faitbful bands of 
the Reverend Deputies of tbe Synods, tbat, witb 
the consent of tbose wbo bave a right to decide in 
the matter, not the capital itself, but only the fruits 
or interest, may be applied to the relief of the 
needy. 

ni. Still, not witb money alone can tbe poor 
and needy people, sighing after the ministrations 
of the Word and Sacrament^ be belped and re- 
deemed. Laborers are wanting in tbis great 
barvest. The few that are here are scarcely able, 
mucb as they may be willing and anxious, even in 
rotatiou, to seiTe one-half of the congregations^ 
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and this not without the greatest labor. It is not 
enough to send laborers thither who are not wanted 
in other places. My Reverend Fathers, if any- 
where, then in Pennsylvania men are needed of 
tried piety^ correet views and lovers of peace, such 
as are fuUy inclined to submit themselves in all 
things to tte Church discipline and formular of 
unity of the Netherlands, as also to the Synod 
there, even as that is subject to these Reverend 
Christian Synods, to all of which they must 
solemnly bind themselves before they are sent 
thither. Those that seek their own comfort, or 
serve principally for bread, will not find their 
proper place in Pennsylvania, There men are 
needed in the prime of their lives ; inured to toil ; 
that both love to labor and have strength for it ; 
and, with all this, must be patient and forbearing ; 
to treat the weak with tenderness ; and show long 
suffering and sympathy toward those who oppose 
themselves, that they may win such and bring 
them into the right way. 

To find such, it appears to me — submitting, how- 
ever, to the better judgment of your Reverences — 
it would be a good plan to send some one to the 
Palatinate, and to Switzerland, and to other places 
in Germany, not only to seek out such men as 
have everywhere a good testimony in regard to 
the purity of their views and correet deportment, 
but also to present, in an impressive manner, the 
needy condition of the churches in Pennsylvania 
in those countries, especially in the Reformed 
Swiss Cantons, and to implore for aid. 
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Mach as my beart retunis in ardent longings to 
my congregatioDs and my beloved helpmeet, yet I 
have, in the fear of God, so entirely devoted myself 
to tbe Service of the churches in Pennsylvania^ 
that I could not and woold not shrink from under- 
taking that jonrney should the Reverend Christian 
Synods think it necessary and of Service ; and, re- 
garding my humble seif as snitable to the work, 
should place me in a Situation to undertake it, and 
furnish me with the necessary instructions and 
testimonials. I encourage myself with the hope — 
yea, I have the firmest confidence in God, who will 
not leave unheard and unanswered the hearty 
prayers of so many thousands that call to bim 
without ceasing, for spiritual food — that such a 
journey would not be without great blessing, and 
that, even though I should not be able to return 
with an adequate number of Nazarines, who have 
given their souls to the Service of God and His 
Church, yet the way might thus be opened, by 
which, from time to time, ministers might be sent 
thither. 

These, Reverend Fathers ! are my humble views 
and sincere petitions, which, in the name of so 
many destitute congregations, which, for want of 
spiritual nourishment, languish and perish in a 
Strange land, I, in the deepest humility, lay at your 
feet. I cannot prevail upon myself to believe that 
your Keverences, and the blessed inhabitants of 
the iSTetherlands, will shut their ears to the cry of 
so many needy, and close their hearts 'and hands 
against those who are not only their fellow-beings, 
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but tbeir brethren in the feitb, araong wbom are 
many who are truly pious, who now, so to speak, 
already waver if not to destroy themselves, at least 
to yield themselves a prey to seducing spirits, if 
you ehould withdraw yourselves from them. 

My intercession is not for a handfal of people, 
for one or another poor family, for a little flock 
that has fled from popery, but for more than 30,000 
of the Reformed household of faith, living in the 
land of their pilgrimage, in a land that is ]arge 
and wide spread, yea, fully twice as large as the 
United Netherlands. They are not concerned for 
gifts of love to be applied to the support of their 
lives and their temporal existence, — even though 
in this the want with many is great enough, — but 
such as shall be applied in the best possible manner, 
to procure means for the preservation of their 
immortal spirits, and those of their tender pledges, 
their children. If this help is not extended, and 
hearts and hands are closed against them, they and 
their children destitute of the means of grace, 
without the counsel of those who instruct, direct, 
exhort, edify, and comfort them, they must in time 
sink into pagan blindness and fearful ruin. But 
should they be supported by yöur gifts of love, and 
provided with faithful teachers and pastors, they 
will, under God's effectual blessing, be brought to 
a sanctifying knowledge, and to the Service and 
praise of the blessed God. Should not the well- 
being and deliverance of so many thousand souls, 
Reverend Fathers, appeal to your hearts ? Should 
not they whom God has blessed, set apart some of 
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their temporal goods, in order that they may .end 
to the Lord, and contribute to the benefit and 
salvation of bouIs that have been created for 
immortality ! 

I plead for the few miniaters who are now in 
this country, and for thoae who may yet be able to 
eome to their brethren and fellow-laborers, even 
though they are aituated in a fruitful part of God's 
vineyard, upon thia rieh eminence. I truat that 
your brotherly hearta will be filled with inward 
aympathy for your fellowaervanta, who with their 
whole heart employ all the powera of their bodies 
and Boula, that they may only be honored aa inatru- 
menta in the band of God, to win aoula and apread 
the kingdom of Jeaua in the regiona of the New 
World. They cheerfully aet aaide peraonal gaia 
and advantage ; they aeek not to heap up treaaures, 
let not your brotherly love permit them to languiah 
under their heavy labor, for want of fellow-laborera, 
nor be hindered by want of neceaaary aupport, and 
wear away under anxioua carea for thia bodily life, 
yea, be compelled to waate their precioua tirae in 
digging and ploughing the fielda which they deaire 
to apend in the vineyard of the Lord. 

I know the work of the holy oflSee ia every where 
a heavy work, demanding all our energiea; yet 
you, Reverend Pathera, will be able eaaily to per- 
ceive that, in that land, the bürden cannot preaa 
leas heavily where the care of ao many helpleaa 
congregationa falla upon ao few laborera, who, 
beaides the labor of miniatering itaelf, muat often 
apend whole daya and nights in travelling from 
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place to place, not in sbips or carriages, but eitlier 
on foot or on horseback. 

I reject with disgust all ill-odored eelf-praise ; and 
I cannot gloiy ßave in my infirmities; but if it may 
serve to the awakening of others who may be able 
to come to our aid, I will, in all lowliness, and to 
the praise of that Qod, who ßupported me, and 
gave me the will and the power to labor, say that 
from the year 1747 tili the beginning of the year 
1761, I have travelled in this part of America, in 
the ßervice of the lost sheep, to collect them to- 
gether, to bring them in order, and edify them, a 
distance of more than 8,000 English miles — not 
reckoning my passage across the ocean — and this 
for the most part on my own horae, by day and by 
night, without respect to heat or cold, which is 
often alike severe in this country; yea, without 
avoiding danger, as not counting my life dear unto 
myself. What I have recorded in the preceding 
report, comprehends only part of my journeys. In 
my more extensive daily register,' my other travels 
are described. Amid all this travelling about, I 
pieached 635 times ; and through all these labors 
God has spared my health and strength, and has 
not suffered my desire and zeal to serve the 
churches to be extinguished, but rather to be 
increased. For when it was considered to be of 
the greatest importance that a minister should be 
sent over to make a representation of the State of 

* Where is this preoious document? Was it burnt by the 
British soldiers, who rifled his house, and burnt his papers, in 
the ReTolutionary war ? — H. H. 
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these churches to the Christian Synods of the 
Netherlands, and this commission was laid npon 
me again, I could and wonld not refase, that in 
this way also I might serve them and the congre- 
gations. 

I was willing, becanse it was judged to be 
for the benefit of all the Pennsylvania churches, 
for a while to leave my worthy and niuch beloved 
Philadelphia Charge, while three of my fellow- 
laborers, meantime, undertook to attend to it. I 
bid adieu to the most precious treasure which I 
possess in this world, my dearly beloved wife, at 
the same time in a condition of great delicaey and 
anxiety, committing her to the eare of our heavenly 
Father, and have denied myself of that joy, which 
in other circumistances, it would seem impossible 
to do. Yes, my person and my life, I have again 
exposed to those perils, out of which God, by bis 
wonderful band delivered me in ipy first voyage 
thither. 

No temporal advantage moved me to this ; for 
none of all those congregations provided for my 
fare and expenses. Thus far, God has sustained 
me in a way which calls for praise to His name. 
The strong reasons that urged me on to come 
hither, were the disinterested love I bear to these 
congregations, the deep sympathy I feel for them, 
yea, the strong hope which I have, that Q-od will 
arise and have merey upon Zion in Pennsylvania, 
becanse I clearly see that the time tofavar her^ yea, 
the 8et timej is come^ seeing that now, more than 
ever, the servants of God takepleasure in her stoneSf 
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and favor the dust thereof! This has induced me 
to come hither, and imploringly to ask help from 
the Eeverend Fathers, aud from all who pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem. 

Excuse me, Reverend Fathers and Brethren! 
that I have spoken so much of myself and of my 
doings. It has not been done, believe nie, in 
Order that I might boast; but by such a public 
representation of the labors of your own brethren, 
still more to influence your brotherly hearts in 
fraternal love, and sympathetic mercy, and to 
awaken you, Reverend Fathers, in the most friendly 
manner, according to your ability, to come to the 
assistance of your fellow-laborers, and to cause 
that such as can help them, Shoulder to Shoulder, 
to bear the great weight under which they must 
otherwise sink, may soon be sent to them. 

It is not only the more aged, as well leaders as 
congregations, that call for help and support ; but 
also many thousand innocent children and youth, 
who, with Stammering lips, through my pen, cry 
to yo^ venerable Fathers, and to all who know 
what precious pledges children are ! They cry : 
have compasaion upon our tender, hut undying apiritSj 
that they become not a prey of Satan ! I beg you, 
Reverend Fathers, and all who are blessed with 
children, only let this matter for a short time be 
made the subject of your quiet meditation. Think 
of how much importance to the church of God is 
the proper nurture of children. Think how neces- 
sary it is that these are not only taken up in their 
tender infancy into covenant with the covenant 
19 
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Qod ; but that also from youth np, they be instructed 
in the first principles of religion, according to their 
capacities, in order that, when they are old, they 
may not depart from them. Blessed are those chil- 
dren that haveparents, who, in the absenee of schools, 
have qualifieation, desire, and time themselves to 
train their tender offspring. But how few there 
are with whom all this is found ; and what a host 
of parents there is, who have no desire for it, 
neither are in circumstances to attend to it. There 
are also others who, though they are in a condition 
to do it, and have also a desire for it, cannot com- 
mand the necessary time; becanse, from early 
morning to late evening, their hands are busy in 
laboring for the meat which perisheth, and this 
they must do to secure bread for themselves and 
their children. If there are no schools, provided 
with qualified school-masters, of which there are 
here almost none, or very few, will not the children 
who are not instructed in reading and writing, in 
two or at least in three generations, becorae like 
the pagan aborigines, that neither book nor y riting 
will be found among them ? Yea, if the children 
are not instructed in the principles of divine 
worship, according to their capacity, will not their 
external devotional exercises, if any shall yet 
remain among them, degenerate into superstition, 
and will they not, in time, corrupted into an entire 
neglect of God's service, in this respect also become 
like the blind heathen among whom they dwell ? 
yea, worse will they become than the open despisers 
and mockers of God and divine service, of which, 
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alas ! painful beginnings are already seen. O Rev- 
erend Fathers-I and all ye who know that childrea 
have immortal souls, let your bowels of mercy be 
moved toward these innocents ! Your tender 
gifts of love may, under tbe blessing of God, be 
the means of establishing schools, and of procuring 
suitable teachers, ßo that the tender youth may be 
instrueted in ueeful knowledge, and led to the fear 
and worship of God, and so preserved in body and 
Boul, unto life eternal. 



AN APPEAL IN BEHALF OP THE INDIANS. 

Let me be permitted to bring another matter 
before you, Reverend Fathers, and before all who 
heartily desire the spread of the kingdom of Jesus. 
It is the conditon of blind heathenism in this pari 
of the World. There is not the least evidence by 
which it may be shown that the Gospel of the 
blessed God has ever been preaehed to these 
children of paganism, the original inhabitants of 
this part of America, tili about six years ago, when 
the Reverend and dear heathen teacher, David 
Brainard — of whom I will hereafter speak — also 
made a visit to Pennsylvania, in order to convert 
them to Christianity. This seems the more de- 
plorable when we consider that they of their own 
free will, drew back and threw open their posses- 
sions to the European strangers, the Christians, 
who from time to time came into their country, 
and took- up the same ; so that even now, they 
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tarry in large numbers on the frontiers of Pennsyl- 
vania, and do not only cause no trouble to the 
Christians who do them no evil, bat treat them in 
a modest and friendly manner wbenever they visit 
the Indiana, or the Indians them. 

Is it not meet and right that when we Christians 
have reaped their temporal good, we should ßow 
for them the spiritual ? Have they not the same 
Creator ? Are they not descended from the same 
blood ? Have they not, as well as we, a reasonable 
soul created for immortality ? Had they only the 
same means of grace, did the light of the Gospel 
stream upon them as upon us, who knows whether 
they would not far excel many who bear the name 
of Christ in knowledge, piety, and the honor of 
God? 

In proof of this, we may mention the blessed 
and very astonishing beginning and progress of 
the conversion of the Indians in the neighboring 
Province of New Jersey, only about fifty miles 
from Philadelphia, which has been wrought by the 
Eev. David Brainard — who has been sent thither 
as raissionary, by the noble society de Propaganda 
cognitione Christi, of Edinburg, in Scotland — who 
with the very notable co-working of the divine 
Spirit, has, in a short time, from 1746 to 1746, 
baptized seventy-seven Indians, after the majority 
of them had not only made a respectable confession 
of the Christian faith in their own language, but 
gave reliable evidence of their true conversion to 
God. According to the testimony of this devoted 
man, they gave him clearly to understand, and also 
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brought the same to light in their walk, that after 
the Lord Lad given them grace to see their misery, 
and to lay hold of the Eedeemer, they were recon- 
ciled to God, and enjoyed assurance of their salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ. Yet it has pleased the 
Most High, more than four years ago, to transfer 
this excellent man to his eternal rest. Even before 
his death, the number of converted Indians grew 
to 160, to whom the brother of the sainted man, 
the Eev. John Brainard, now ministers, and carries 
forward with blessing this great missionary work. 
Further reliable information in regard to this 
praise-worthy work of conversion may be found in 
the 3d and 4th Part of Dr. Senior John Philip 
Fresini's Pastoral Sammlungen, which are published 
in Frankfurt. 

The still unconverted heathen are sunken into 
a deep blindness, as in an Egyptian night of 
ignorance, so that they do not know their own 
need. Yea, they are even still more and more 
blinded and hardened by the prince of darkness 
and his instrumentalities. Around us shines the 
light of truth; and by the free dispensation of 
God's grace, we are placed in a Situation to see 
the danger in whjch their immortal souls reraain. 
Should we not, therefore, be moved with the 
deepest concern on aecount of their condition, and 
regard it as our highest privilege, to be counted 
worthy to become a means in the hands of Qod, 
to open the eyes, if not of all, at least of some of 
them, should there even be at first only few, that 
they might turn from darkness to light, and from 
19* 
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the power of Satan unto Qod, that they may 
receive the forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 
among them, which are sanctified by faith that is 
in Christ Jesus. 

AUow me, Eeverend Fathers in Christ, and 
beloved fellow Christians ! to speak in behalf of 
the poor blind heathen who cannot do it themselves, 
and who do not even desire to do it, so long as 
they know not their own wretched condition. 
They have not requested me to plead for them, to 
ask anything in their behalf; but the deep sym- 
pathy which I feel toward them, and a desire for 
the salvation of their own souls, and the souls of 
their children, constrains me, and makes it my 
duty to entreat for them. 

They live in the borders of our land; they are 
our nearest neighbors — ^since we live not only with 
them but in their own land. As we already have 
our homes in the country, it is not necessary for 
US to make great and wearisome journeys over 
seas and over land, which those at Rome do not 
refuse to undertake in order to make proselytes. 
Should we feel less willing to labor for the substan- 
tial well-being and spiritual deliverance of our 
nearest neighbors, who show themselves gentle, 
modest, and friendly toward us, and who have no 
lack of rational understanding'and judgment? 

What could not hitherto be done on account of 
the few ministers in the land, which are not suffi- 
cient, by far, to supply the Reformed Christian 
congregations, might be done now, if, through your 
gifts of love, more laborers would be sent out into 



<^' . 



SCHLATTER'S APPEAL. 223 

the harvest. Their language can be mastered, of 
which there are actual examples in our neighbor- 
hood ; and when, in this way, an entrance to tbem 
is eflected, tbey would, wben brought over to us, 
also learn our language. 

In the previous Century, more than one hundred 
years ago, the Reverend and much-deserving ser- 
vant of God, Eev. John Eliot, and, after him, Rev. 
John Cotton, ministers of two English congrega- 
tions in New England, not far from Boston, the 
first in Roxbury, and the other in Plymouth, began 
to learn the Indian language and to convert the 
Indiana residing there. Rev. Eliot got so far, that 
he translated into their language a Grammar, 
"Practice of Piety," a Catechism, and even a 
Bible, which books were printed at the College at 
Cambridge, near Boston, in New England. He 
also saw so much blessing and fruit from his great 
labors and pains, that, by the help of God, before 
the end of his life, when he was upwards of ninety 
years old, he enjoyed the great pleasure of seeing 
four English ministers preach to four regulär con- 
gregations of converted Indians in that Province. 
He also saw twenty-four Indians, after proper 
instruction and profession of the faith, ordained by 
Eliot and Cotton, by laying on of hands as minis- 
ters of the Word, in twenty-four different places of 
assembly, proclaim as public teachers the name of 
Jesus, and preach to their heathen brethren, in the 
Indian language, the Gospel of Christ. Thus, it 
is evident that it is possible to learn the Indian 
language ; yet it is difficult for Europeans to pro- 
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nounce it correctly, since many of their words are 
extraQrdinarily long. As, for example, noovvo- 
mantammovongkanhuDoasb, means nothing morc 
than " our love ;" and would we say " our ques- 
tion/* the word must not be shorter than natoor- 
tummoetiteangannunnonash. Still, all such diflScul- 
ties can, in tirae, by industry and God's grace, be 
overcome. For further information on this point, 
the life of Eev. Eliot may be read, which has been 
included by Abbot Steinmetz in his " Theologi» 
pract.," part xviii, et seq. 

A little of this world*s goods, contributed from 
the overplus of such as God has richly blest, might 
result in a great harvest of souls, gathered from 
this heathen blindness, and brought to the blessed 
light of the Qospel by the mighty co-workings of 
the Spirit of God. From us who are counted 
worthy to stand in the service of the blessed God 
the Lord demands more than a bare wish and a 
ßigh, by which so many are accustomed to show 
their sympathy with the needy, over which we are 
called to mourn. On us lies the great duty, " Let 
US not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth." To show charity in deeds toward 
the poor, especially for the good of their souls, is 
the way to labor truly for their help and deliver- 
ance« 



CONCLUDING WORDS. 



This, Eeverend Fathers and Brethren, and all 
njy beloved fellow-christians, is the most hurable 
Petition, which, in the name of the Pennsylvania 
congregations, I lay down in your presence, ear- 
nestly imploring you to cast a favorable eye upon 
it, and to weigh the matter and lay it to heart in 
the fear of God and in the spirit of inward mercy. 

The matter is great and important, and the hope 
inspired in me, through the zeal shown by the 
Reverend Fathers in carrying forward the interests 
of the Church, and by what I know of the kind 
liberality of the favored in the land, is not less 
great. May God himself move the hearts of the 
Reverend Fathers, and of all who have the means 
in their hands, to help the needy, to form such 
resolutions and show such signs of love as may 
redound to the honor and glory of God, to the 
refreshment and deliverance of the congregations 
in Pennsylvania, and to the perpetual honor of 
the Church of the Netherlands. 

My prayers, and those of the ministers and 
members in Pennsylvania, will ever beforthe peace 
of Jerusalem in the Netherlands. There may God 
confirm the foundations of his kingdom. The 
Lord make the Church of the Netherlands au 
abiding refuge and a safe pavilion for the oppressed 
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and sufferiog, so tbat it may ever refresh aud lielp 
others without itself ever needing refreshment and 
Bupport from withont ! May He set Zion in the 
Ketherlands for a praise in the eartb tili the end 
of days ! Such is the desire and prayer, Reverend 
Fathers, and all charitable Christians, of 
your most humble, most obedient 
servant and brother, 

Michael Schlatter, 

Ref. Min. in Philadelphis. 
Amsterdam, June 25th, 1751. > 



8YN0DICAL ACTION IN J^OffLASD ON SCHLATTER'S 
STATEMENT AND APPEAL. ' 

Here is presented the reportlind opinion of a 

Committee of Synod, appointed in August, 1751, 

at Edam, by the Reverend Christian Synod of 

North Holland, after I had been permitted to 
present before Synod a verbal stateraent, and 

humbly to solicit counsel and aid from the venera- 
ble Fathers for the Brethren of the faith in Penn- 
sylvania ; which opinion was also before the close 
of the Synod, passed as a Synodical resolution, 
and entered upon the Records. 

The Committee appointed to examine the affairs 
of the Reformed Church in Pennsylvania, has 
carefülly and with all diligence examined the 
written instruments, documents, and writings, 
handed over by Rev. Schlatter, and have also still 
farther verbally conferred with him, and have 
found : 
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1. That Eev. Schlauer has rendered füll satis- 
faction in regard to the commission whicb he 
received from both Synods in the year 1746. 

2. That his Eeverence deserves our greatest 
praise and most hearty thanks for his zeal and 
faithfulness, in the wearisome and nearly impossi- 
ble journeys and labors which he performed, in 
visiting the congregations, in the preaching of 
many necessary sermons, and in the other care 
required in upbuilding and promoting the well-being 
of the ehu rohes. 

3. That Eev. Schlatter has been commissioned 
by the Synod in Pennsylvania to make a report of 
the State of -the churches there to both the Synods 
of South and North Holland ; and to solicit from 
them, as well as from the other Synods of the 
Netherlands, and wherever eise it might be neces- 
sary, efläcient help and support, in order that forty- 
six feeble congregations might be adequately pro- 
vided with mmisters, schoolmasters, and books, 
inasmuch as about 30,000 Reformed members are 
found in that region. 

4. That besides the present schoolmasters, and 
besides the two Low Dutch candidates and Temple- 
man, five or six learned, devoted, and sound minis- 
ters are needed; and that there is needed for their 
annual support from us 2000 florins, seeing that in 
the majority of congregations a schoolraaster is 
also needed. 

The committee judges it to be necessary : 
a. That Pennsylvania be placed upon the list of 
needy churches. 
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J. That it is necessary that Eev. Schlatter him- 
self ßhould Visit Germany and Switzerland, pro- 
vided by the Reverend Deputies utriusque Synodi, 
with necessary testimonial letters, and travelling 
tnoney, that he may seek out five or six able 
ministers, and bring them before the Reverend 
Deputies, that they, after first examining them, 
may send them into the serviee of the churches of 
Pennsylvania. 

c. That it is thought important, in Order to 
succeed in colleeting the necessary sum of money 
for the Support of the ministers and schoolmasters: 

1. That the Reverend Deputies ask permissiou 
of His Excellent Majesty, to hold collections for 
this purpose ; and that, at the same time, in order 
to reachr the end, they ßhould also humbly solicit 
the important help of his Excellent Highness, and 
not less his Nobility, the Senatorial Pensioner. 

2. That the collected sum of money should be 
put to interest in our Province, under the super- 
vision of the Reverend Deputies, who shall annu- 
ally send the interest to Pennsylvania, of which an 
annual report shall be sent back, stating in what 
way, and to whom the money sent was distributed 
and applied; of which also the Reverend Depu- 
ties shall annually make report to the Christian 
Synods. 

3. Before the collections are taken, the ministers 
ought to preach a suitable sermon, or address an 
earnest exhortation to the congregations here, in 
Order to move them to liberality. The little book 
published by Rev. Schlatter, might also be recom- 
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mended to the congregations, that they may read, 
and consider its contents in the fear of Qod. 

4. There oiight to be a list made of the money 
contributed by each town or village ; so that when 
the churches in Pennsylvania shall no more need 
our help, or make themselves unworthy of it, each 
particular town or village may receive back what 
they gave, to apply it as each one may judge best. 

5. Our corresponding secretaries must also, in 
the most earnest and impressive manner, in the 
name of our two Synods, entreat the Synods corre- 
sponding with US, strongly to aid the Petinsylvania 
congregations ; and also the Honorable civil authori- 
ties of the corresponding Synods. 

6. On bis return, the Rev. Schlatter ought to 
call upon the Hon. Thomas Penn, worthy Pro- 
prietor of Pennsylvania, and in the name of both 
Synods, solicit his aid and protection. 

Farther, the Committee is of opinion : 

1. That Mr. Lischy ought to be confirmed in the 
ministry ; and so also, after previous examination, 
the two Low Dutch students, David Marinus, and 
Jonathan Da Bois. 

• 2. That old father Templeman ought to be 
ordained ; but the manner in which, shall be left 
to the judgment of the Reverend Deputies of both 
Synods. 

8. That honorable testimonials should be given 
to Pastor Schlatter. 

In conclusion, it is the judgment of the com- 
mittee, that the Reverend Classis of Amsterdam 
deserves the thanks of the Synpd for tbe great and 
20 
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manifold care and service already bestowed upon 
the congregations of Pennsylvania, and should be 
affectionately entreated to continue in this Chris- 
tian work. 

Agreeably to the foregoing Eesolution, provided 
with the foUowing Testimonial, I travelled, in the 
name of God, into Germany and Switzerland. 

TESTIMONDIL. 

The bearer of this letter is the Reverend Michael 
Schlatter, by birth a Swiss, and for some time 
pastor in his native city, St. Gall. Hearing of the 
lack of ministers in Pennsylvania, and being 
inclined to labor in a foreign field, he was sent, an. 
1746, by the Synods of Holland to the American 
province of Pennsylvania, in order to gather the 
Reformed sheep, scattered there, into churches; 
to persuade them to give a certain amount yeariy 
to the ministers sent thither; to form an annual 
Ccetus of the existing pastors and eiders, for the 
oversight of the churches and the transmission of 
reports to our Synods ; and, afterward, to preach, 
as the other pastors, in such congregations as 
niight call him — all of which he performed faith- 
fuUy, according to the wish of the Synods. 

But when communication with us was inter- 
rupted by war and other causes, and our Synods 
could not aid these churches in proportion to their 
necessities and prayers, Rev. Schlatter was deputed 
by the Ccetus of Reformed pastors and eiders in 
Pennsylvania to T]aake ]^nowQ, in their name, and 
prove, by reliable dopuipents, tp 0|ir Synods and 
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the Classis of Amsterdam, that the harvest there 
was great (the Reformed numbering about 30,000 
BOuls,) and the laborers few (there being, as yet, 
only six ministers) ; that the need of schoolmasters 
was still greater ; and that, whilst some among the 
churches there (they comprise forty-six small con- 
gregations, combined in a pastoral ministerium,) 
were prepared to give a certain yearly salary to 
their missionaries, the larger number were, as yet, 
too weak to raise a sufficient sum, and he there- 
fore humbly implored us, in their name, to look 
out for them five or six suitable pastors, and make 
up the remainder of their support, for a few years, 
from a charitable fund to be ereated by us for that 
purpose. 

The Synods of North and South Holland, moved 
by Christian love and compassion for so many 
thousand souls, lent a favorable ear to his petition, 
ordered their deputies to look after such a charita- 
ble fand, and appointed Rev. Schlatter himself to 
go into Germany and Switzerland, and, having 
Bought out, for the Pennsylvania vineyard, candi- 
dates who are orthodox, pious, learned, of an 
humble disposition, and sound in body, to bring 
them to the Hugue, there to be examined tho- 
roughly by the deputies of the Synod as to their 
knowledge of theology and of the Greek and 
Hebrew languages, and, being found qualified, to 
be' ordained, furnished with an outfit, and then 
sent forth into the harvest. 

Wherefore, the deputies of these Synods bestirred 
themselvea as soon as possible, and ereated the 
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aforenamed charitable fand through the Christian 
liberality of the Reformed churches within their 
bounds, and now send Rev. Schlatter, author- 
ized by these credentials (so called,) into Germany 
and Switzerland, that he may there (having jQrst 
consulted with men of learning and experienee, 
who love orthodoxy and piety,) seek out, for the 
Pennsylvania mission, five or six candidates as 
niinisters of the Qospel, who are orthodox, learned, 
pious, of an humble disposition, diligent, sonnd in 
body, and eagerly desirous after, not earthly, bat 
heavenly treasnres, especially the salyation of 
immortal souls, and ofler, in behalf of the Pennsyl- 
vania churches and the Synods of Holland, to 
every one who may be inclined to undertake this 
ministry : 1. An outfit from Germany or Switzer- 
land to Pennsylvania, as it regards the person, 
clothing, books, and other necessaries. 2. Besides 
perquisites [sie dicta jura stolae,) a yearly salary of 
forty or fifty Belgic florins, which, in Pennsylvania, 
(a very fertile province, where the cost of living is 
generally low,) is thought to be sufficient, but will, 
no doubt, be increased in congregations that thrive 
under the care of faithful pastors, as the experienee 
of the Lutherans has already shown. And if he 
shall anywhere find such suitable candidates ready 
to go into the Pennsylvania vineyard on conditions 
like these, he shall report to the Deputies of the 
Synod, so that, after consultation, a time may be 
fixed for their Coming to the Hague, and a thorough 
exaraination as aforesaid may there be made. 
Since then, in Pennsylvania, so many thousand 
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of the Reforraed, descended from European ances- 
tors, (destitute of the means of grace these many 
years, wandering thero among so many wolves in 
eheep's clothing, and exposed to such great perils,) 
cry out, through this letter, to every Candidate who 
loves Christ and immortal souls, and to him par- 
ticularly, who Stands in the market-place idle: 
Come over and help us ! — we do not doubt but that 
God, through his ineflable mercy in Christ, will 
bind by the Holy Spirit, as Lord of the harvest, 
the heart of this or that candidate to go of his own 
accord into Pennsylvania, to feed there the hungry 
sheep on the pastures of the pure Gospel and the 
sacranients ; and this the rather, because, if that 
most fertile and populous province of America 
shall, through the active ministry of faithful pastors, 
flourish in doctrine, piety, Order, and peace, there 
will be hope, by the help of Qod, not only of kind- 
ling a torch among the neighboring heathen, who 
are kind-hearted and in no wise averse to the 
Christian name, but also of creating there, a very 
secure and pleasant asylum for the persecuted 
Eeformed in European countries. 

May the kind favor of the triune God accompany 
Rev. Schlatter in his work and labor of love, and 
crown it with success, to the eternal glory of his 
name and the salvation of many souls ! 

With these words, men and brethren highly 
esteemed in the Lord, we bid you farewell, and 
trust that you will aid in supplying this deficiency 
of suitable ministers in Pennsylvania, or, if you 
can, supply it yourselves. 
20* 
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Oiven under oar bands and seals, at our xneeting 
in the Hagne, this lOth day of September, 1761. 

[l. s.] A. Wersteb, 

Preacher at Dort, and deputy of the Sjnod of S. HolL 

[l. ß.] Hermak van Binnbvest, 

Preaoher at Delft, and deputy of the Synod of S. Holl. 

[l. ß.] L. V. Zeeberg, 

Preacher at Gorinohen, and dep. of the Syn. of S. HoIL 

[l. s.] Herman Barxhold Hudmaker, 

Preacher at the Hague, dep. of the Syn. of S. HolL, and Seo. 
of the Committee of the two Synod». 

[l. s.] Wilhelm Abraham Tilenius Kruythofp, 

Preacher at £dam, and dep. of the Syn. of N. IIolL 

For Information, I find it necessary yet to add, 
tbat ßbould some candidate, possessing the qualifi- 
cations described in the foregoing document, feel 
bimself ßtirred up to devote Jiis talent to the Service 
of the chureh of God in Pennsylvania, he will 
communicatc the fact to the eoetui Deputatorum 
utriusque Synodi Hollandiae, of which a minister 
in the Hague is generally a member, and also for 
the year 1752 and 1763 to the Reverend H. B. 
Hudmaker, from whom he may procure additional 
Information, so that no one may come to Pennsyl- 
vania upon an nncertainty and to bis disadvantage. 

80LI DSO OLOBIA. 



CHAPTER VI. 

RESüLTS OF SCHLATTER'S MISSION. 

After Mr. Schlatter bad retumed to America, 
the interest which had been awakencd in tbe fatber- 
land in favor of tbe Pennsylvania cburcbes did 
not abate. Those wbo bad favored bis mission, 
continued to press its claims. A touebing evidenee 
of tbis is afforded us in tbe earnest and eloquent 
address of Rev. Hudmaker, minister at tbe Hague, 
one of tbe Deputies of tbe Synod of Soutb HpUand, 
and secretary of tbe committee of tbe two Synods, 
sent in tbe name of tbe committee tbrougb Super- 
intendent Wirtz, in Zurieb, to tbe ecclesiastical 
and civil autborities of Switzerland, imploring 
tbeir Cooperation in tbe great and good work. It 
was sent, as its date sbows, nearly two montbs 
after Mr. Scblatter bad sailed witb bis six young 
ministers. As containing important bistorical 
information, and as sbowing tbe true Cbristiau 
interest in bebalf of tbe American cburcbes, wbicb 
ibe mission of Mr. Scblatter left bebind it wben be 
was gone, it properly finds a place bere- Wbat 
eloquent Cbristian words ! 

Very learned and highly esteemed Brother in Christ: 

In tbe year 1728, tbe Consistory of tbe Palati- 
nate, wbicb, at tbe time, itself stood in need of 
foreign aid for tbe support of tbeir ministers aud 
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Bchoolmasters, solicited our benevolence in favor 
of the Reformed, who, since 1682, had emigrated 
from the oppressed Palatinate, and afterwards also 
from the neighboring provinces, and from Switzer- 
land, into Pennsylvania, where they were wander- 
ing and erring about, destitute of the public serviee 
of Qod — although they had all freedom of worship 
there — and were themselves unable to provide for 
this destitution. Our Synods counselled for a long 
tinie without success, as to the manner in which 
they might render that assistance whi^h they were 
desirous of bestowing. However, in 1T46, they 
sent the E,ev. Michael Schlatter into that country, 
in Order to restore those scattered sheep to ecclesi- 
astieal order, and to make arrangements that the 
pastors afterwards to be sent might have a regulär 
yearly support : whereupon, we also sent four other 
ministers thither, not without great expense to us. 
Thus the foundation of a church there has been 
happily laid. Mr. Schlatter, who in the past year 
was sent hither from thence, has laid before our 
Synod the fact that there are 30,000 Eeformed, 
scattered far and wide through that region, that 
they have hardly six ministers, and need at least 
six more, besides an annual addition to the salary 
of all, and that there is most of all a great need 
of schoolmasters and support for them ; and they 
entreat that we may also provide for this destitution, 
Our Synods resolved to lend them assistance ; but 
bürden ed as we are with the care of more than one 
hundred oppressed churches in Europe, we feit 
that we are not in a condition to bear this burthen 
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ourselves ,and found it necessary not only to apply 
to our civil authorities, but also to call in the aid 
of foreigD, civil, and ecclesiastical help, especially 
from those wto externally stand in a nearer rela- 
tion to the Pennsylvania Brethren than we our- 
selves. 

For this reason, we the Deputies to whom has 
been committed the carrying out of this Synodical 
resolution, turned first to our own Boards, and 
having received from them a liberal gift for five 
years to be applied to the Pennsylvania churches, 
we sent the Kev. Mr. Schlatter to Germany and 
Switzerland, there to seek out six suitablepreachers 
for Pennsylvania. At the same tirae, in an accom- 
panying letter, we besought the Consistory of the 
Palatinate to join us in rendering the needed assist- 
ance ; and although their church treasury is itself 
ßo small as to need our help, they, nevertheless, 
sent over to üs a contribution of 300 guilders for 
this object. Secondly, we invited the overseers of 
the Reformed Swiss Cantons, yet, in this eummer, 
to lay this matter before the Diet of the Cantons ; 
two of which have engaged so to do, and the 
magistrate of the city of St. Gall promised us in 
writing, he would, through his Deputy, recommend 
and advance the application before his Diet. 

In the month of March, Mr. Schlatter returned 
to US with five very excellent and suitable candi- 
dates from the Province of Nassau, to whom still 
another from the Province Berg joined himself. 
After a particular examröation, we ordained them, 
and sent them with him into the forsaken vine- 
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yard of Pennsylvania, which cost us, for travclling 
money and support, about 4000 guilders. Now, 
in Order that we may the more eflFectively carry 
forward this work so auspiciously conimenced, and 
until this time, by the blessing of heaven, crowned 
with success, we turn, through you, very respected 
brother, to the beloved brethren in Switzerland, 
and beseech you to lend your aid in the further- 
anco of this great Christian enterprise ; not only 
that you petition the authorities of the Cantons 
and the confederated cities at the Diet, at Frauen- 
feld, in the coming suramer, to send to us, the 
Deputies, a free-will offering for this purpose, be it 
onee for all, or, what is better, so mueh annually 
for several years, for the establishment of public 
worship in Pennsylvania, but also that you your- 
selves, euch one in his district, may contribute 
something by means of a public or private collec- 
tion, or both at the same time, and send it over to 
US ; and that you, Wirtz, highly-respected brother, 
may recommend this interest in the most favorable 
manner to the respected ministers of the Cantons 
and confederated cities. For many of those sheep 
of the fold in Pennsylvania, in whose behalf we 
plead, and have already opened our hands wide, 
are your flesh and blood ! Yes, many of them 
have eaten with you of the same bread, and have 
drunken with you from the same cup of the Lord, 
in testimony that you are with them and with us 
one body and one spirit, namely, Christ's. Hence, 
we have every right to hope and trust that you 
shepherds, when you hear these facts, and learn yet 
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more from Mr. Schlatter's faithful report of tlie 
pitiable condition in reference to public worship 
existing aniong the Eeformed in Pennsylvania, 
and of the hope of a great gain to Christianity, if 
this want can be supplied — this report has, in this 
year, been translated and printed at Frankfort, and 
is dedicated to you pastors and to the ßwiss Go- 
vernment — we hope, I say, that you also will 
cheerfully lend your aid by a general eollection in 
money, which you will send to us for them, that 
thus our hands may be made strong and effective 
by your stäte and chureh eontributions, that we 
may firmly erect and sustain the Standard of the 
Gospel in those regions. To this end, we have 
also invited the brethen in England, to make com- 
mon cause with us, and not without the hope of a 
happy result. So that we, united in heart and 
band, and laboring unweariedly in this work of 
love for the name of Christ, that the praise of the 
triune God may be exalted far and near in America, 
and that there may be found in that land a pleas- 
ant place of refuge for the oppressed Reformed 
who fly thither from Europe. 

The Shepherd of Israel, who neither slumbers 
nor sleeps, be and remain unto you, beloved Swiss 
brethren, from year to year, a wall of fire against 
all the gates of hell ! The almighty and gracious 
Father of mercies, in Christ through the Holy 
Ghost, make you and your congregations, highly- 
respected. brethren, a praise in the earth by all 
kinds of heavenly blessings; and may He exalt 
the Pennsylvania Reformed, who have gone thither 
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from yonr midst, even as all fhe rest who are there, 
as jour beloved cbildreD, to be witnesses of His 
grace and the bicssed first-fruits of tbe American 
barvest ! And niay tbe mutual co-operation of tbe 
Beformed Swiss, Gennans, Holländers, and Eng- 
lisb, in tbe establisbment of tbe American Cbnrch 
and tbe fraternal oorrespondence occasioned tbere- 
hjj be a testimony tbat tbej are one, and, at tbe 
same time, prove a blessed means and incentive to 
a still more inward brotberly nnion ! 

Peace and prosperity be witb you and yonrs, 
dearly beloved and bonored bretbren in tbe Lord, 
and may you ever rejoice in tbe abundant grace 
wbicb is in Cbrist Jesus. 

In tbe name of tbe Deputies of tbe Synods of 
Nortb and Soutb Holland, 

Hebmann Babthold Hudmakeb, 

Pastor at the Hagne, Deputj of the Sjnod, and Secretary 
of the Council of the Bepnties of both Synods. 

So written at (he Hague, 
May Zd, 1752. 

P. S. We entreat tbat you may communicate 
tbis, our letter, or an extract from it, as soon as 
possible, in any way you may think best, to the 
Reformed ministers, Classis, and Sjmods of the 
Cantons, and to^the confederated eitles, so tbat the 
important object contemplated may be zealously 
advanced, as it has in our provinces been already 
begun. 

In the meantime, may your life be useful, änd 
bappy, and long ! 
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The collections decided upon by the Synods of 
Holland were taken up with the most glorious 
results. The gifts of the civil authorities vied with 
the free-will offerings of the churches. The Swiss 
brethren gave a liberal response, and even the 
oppressed Palatinate, like Mary, with the sword in 
its heart, lifted up its love-filled eyes " under the 
Gross," and offered its widow's mite in the name 
of Jesus. 

"God has blessed the labors of Mr. Schlatter 
and his visit to Europe," exclaimed Eev. Muhlen- 
berg, in a communication to Halle, soon after Mr. 
Schlatter's return, with evident joy. 

" The Kev. pastors of Holland have gone to the 
labor of coUecting 12,000 pounds Sterling for the 
German Reformed of Pennsylvania, and ordained 
that this capital shall be put upon interest, from 
which interest a number of churches and school- 
houses shall be erected, and ministers and school- 
teachers supported, as may be seen by letters 
directed to the authorities of our government. 
God has blessed the labors of Mr. Schlatter and 
his visit to Europe. May he also grant that the 
true kingdom of Jesus Christ may be built up by 
this help.^ 

Still later, in 1764, when tbe blessed results of 
Mr. Schlatter's mission had still farther unfolded 
themselves, Rev. Muhlenberg again bears cheerful 
testimony to the good work accomplished through 

* Hai. Nach., p. 512. 
21 
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the instrumentality of this apostolic man. " The 
Fathers and Overseers of tbe Reformed Chnrch in 
Holland, Oermany, and Switzerland^" he again 
writes to Halle, " have lately interested themselves 
with great earnestness in tbeir Ghurch among the 
Reformed in this countiy. Throngh the moving 
representations of Mr. Schlatter, first Reformed 
minister here, made in person and by writing, 
they have suffered tbemselve« to be awakened on 
the snbjecty so tbat a collecti£rn3]feui:been arranged 
among the Reformed in Eäro|j^;7gnd a considerable 
sum has been gathered, which they have established 
as capital and pat 'on iateresj^ in Europe, from 
which tbeir preachers a.nd schoolmaster here are 
to be paid according to the need of each. Yea, 
when this representation of Mr. Schlatter, first 
published in Dutch, had been translated into 
English by an English preacher in Holland, it 
made such an impression upon the English nation 
tbat even His Majesty, the King of Great Britain, 
and the Royal Family were graciously moved to 
contribute a large sum, who were foUowed by rieh 
assistance also from the principal lords and digni- 
taries. These gifts, which, it is said, amounted to 
20,000 pounds Sterling, were, by Order of His 
Majesty, placed in the hands of certain Trustees, 
constituting * A Society for Propagating the Know- 
ledge of God among the Germans,' from the 
interest of which free schools are here to be estab- 
lished and sustained under the inspection of Mr. 
Schlatter. It is proper tbat we should rejoice in 
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this; and it would be in the highest degree un- 
christjan to look with jealous eye upon this move- 
ment, simply becaase no advantage is expected to 
acerue from it to onr Lntberan members."^ 

As some of the old Goetal minutes are lost, the 
exact aniount of money sent over from year to 
year cannot be known. Still enough is apparent 
from thoae minutes which have been preserved, 
to enable us to see very clearly the measure and 
flow of this stream of beneVolence. The first 
distribution on record is in 1755. The amount 
distributed in that year was £418. 15 s. 6 d. Penn- 
sylvania currency. The amount varied very little 
from this up to the year 1761 or 1762. In 1757, it 
was £357. 2 s. lOd. — in 1758, £385. 14 s. — in 
1759, £ 395. 14 s. 7 d. Soon after 1760, the 
amount seems to grow gradually less ; no doubt, 
because the congregations increased, and many of 
them gradually became self-supporting. In 1770, 
it was £85. 14 s. 3d. — in 1773, £46. 6 s. — in 
1778, it was 450 guilders. The last gift we find 
acknowledged is 100 guilders, " for the use of the 
congregation in Baltimore," in 1791.^ 



» Hai. Nach., pp. 686, 687. 

■ It may be interesting — and we hope it may he profitable — 
to the old German Beformed congregations, to be here pre- 
sented with several Tables or Lists of the distribution which 
was made of these gifts, showing to what extent they are 
severally indebted, not only for support in their infancy, but 
even in some cases for their yery existence. We must give 
lists from several periods, from 1755 and onward. 
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From these data^ the reader will be able to 
determine witb a good degree of certaintj, the 
probable amoant distribnted in tbe intervening 
jearSy and tbaa also to appreciate the great blessing 
which this cbarity must have proved to be to the 
feeble churches daring that period; when they 

Extract showing the distribation of the charities from the 
Reverend Depaties Utrinsqne HoUandiae, and the Reverend 
Classis of Amsterdam, commeneed in April, 1755. 

AMOUBT 



wangraa. CHABon. 

£ s.d, 

Rev. Weiss Gosbenhoppen 35 15 

" Reiger Schäffer's church.. 15 00 

" Schlatter 45 00 

Remainder of last jear 14 00 

Rev.Leydich Falkner Schwam. . 35 15 

" Lischy Yorktown 37 13 6 

*• Otterbein Lancaster 18 00 

" Stoy Tulpehocken 36 18 

" Frankenfeld Fredericktown, Md. 36 00 

" Waldschmid Cocalico, &c 36 10 

" DuBois Northampton, &c.. 21 5 

" Templeman Swatara, &c 10 5 

" Steiner Germantown* 36 00 

" Bartholomaeus 19 2 

" Dorstius 5 80 

TrayeUing ezpenses of the Eiders 15 4 

Penna. Currency. 417 15 6 

* Predmiy one handred jean later, this oongregation paid this deU of gratitade 
by suffering themmlres, their property, and the ashes of their fore&then to be 
traosferred to another denominationi Let not the sin be laid to the Charge of the 
members. The tempted are less gnilty than the tempter. Tmth, righteonsness, 
and a reriral of an older and better Caeling, will yet enable them to extricate 
themselres from the snare of the Ibwler. If not then Daniel t. 5, 0, and Jer 
xxii. 131 
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had to contend, not only with the trials incident 
to tbe founding of churches in a new country, 
where the emigrants were generally poor and 
Bcattered, bat had also to maintain their exiatence 
throngh the horrors of the tedious and vexatioas 
French and Indian war, as well as the eight years of 

Bäte of the disiribution of the subsidy, 1759. 

AXOülfT 
11UIJ8VU8. OTABifllB. BBOKETZD. 

Key. Weiss Goshenhoppen 30 00 

" Keiger '. Schaffer's church. . 30 00 

" Leydich Falkner Schwam.. . 30 00 

«* Otterbein Tulpehocken 37 10 

" Stoy Lancaster 30 00 

" Waldschmid ..Cooalioo,&o 30 00 

** Da Bois Northampton, &e.. 20 00 

" Alsentz 30 00 

** Templeman Emeritas. 10 00 

pro alendo Bartholomaens 25 00 

Bev.Bubel Philadelphia 15 00 

To Widows. 

"Widow of Dorstiufl 1 7 

" "Münz 7 70 

To Schoolmasters, 

At Lancaster 8 00 

" Kreutz creek 3 00 

^* Conewago» 1 10 

" Beadingtown... ...... ^ 3 00 

" Goshenhoppen 1 10 0. 

" Falkner Schwam 2 00 

" Tulpehocken 4 00 

Ezpenses to Coetus 14 00 

Total distribnted. 339 9 
Bemaining in the hands of BeT. Leydioh. 56 5 7 

Total received. 395 14 7 
21* 
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Bevolatinaiy straggle. That period in the history 
of the German Beformed Charch in America was 
as a long season of etorms, dark clouds, and cheer- 
less rain ; and the brotherlj kindness of the Ee- 
formed Brethren in Earope was as the smiling 
ligbt, breaking through at intervals, to cheer their 
bopes, and assure them that 

''Behind the clouds is the san still shining.'' 

Besides this regulär and liberal aid in money, 
the Fathers in Europe were always prompt in 
responding to calls for ministers. The need of 
ministers in the American vineyard was continually 
kept before the churches, especially of the Palati- 
nate and Switzerland ; and such as showed them- 
selves willing and qnalified for the work were sent 
in from year to year. . Indeed, nearly all the 
ministers that were added to the Coetus, and entered 
the Service of the church previous to the war of 
freedom, and for some years after its close, were 
from western Germany and Switzerland. 

Such is a brief outline sketch of the blessed 
results of Mr. Schlatter*s mission to Europe ; and 

In 1770, the charities were distribated thus : 

£ s.d. 

The Widows • 12 00 

Gross and Gebrecht travelling expenses to Marjlaüd 6 00 
A gift to Mr. Fähring, to pay the debts whioh he has 

made in his studies 6 00 

Trayelling expenses to Sjnod of the members present, 

each£3 39 00 

To Key. Witner, as snpport > . . • 10 4 3 

To fire schoolmasters, each £ 2. 10 shiUing 12 10 

Total. 85 14 3 
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BUch the effectual response which was given to his 
eloquent and soul-stirring plea. Gazing in silence 
at this picture of love and devotion from brethren 
to brethren, how is the heart assured of the reality 
and power of the Christian life in the midst of a 
selfish World! Such exhibitions of the spirit of 
Hirn who gave himself for all, that all might give 
themselves to one another, is truly " an odor of a 
Bweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to 
God." 



CHAPTER VII. 

80HLATTEB IN PHILADELPHIA. 

1752-1755. 

The arrival of Schlatter, with Ms band of six 
new ministers, was an occasion for joy to the 
slicpbcrds and tbe flocks in Pennsylvania. Six 
new laborers, young and hopeful, good and true, 
Standing at the border of the great ripe field, ready 
to hear the words : ^' Go ! and as ye go, preach, 
saying, the kingdom of heaven is at band !"' It 
must have been a cheering sight, as it was one of 
trae moral grandenr, when these young heralds of 
the Cross were, for the firet time, presented to the 
Coetas, by which addition its number was at once 
doubled. 

After greeting bis friends, Mr. Schlatter feit it 
to be bis first duty to accompany the new ministers 
to their fields of labor, instal them, and make such 
other arrangements as were necessary for them 
and their congregations, that the good work might 
be prosecuted with success. Mr. Otlerbein was 
taken to Lancaster, Mr. Stoy to Tulpehocken, Mr. 
Waldschmid to Cocalico and affiliated congre- 
gations, and Mr. Frankenfeld to Frederick, in 
Maryland. Owing, bowever, to the distance and 

> These were Stoy, Waldschmid, Frankenfeld, Bübel» Wissler, 
and Otterbein. 

(248) 
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the diflSculty of commtinication and travel, this 
last ono was not located tili in May of the follow- 
iug year, at whicb time Mr. Schlatter accompanied 
him to Frederick — which they only reached after 
having been detained for sorae time on the way 
by high water — and installed him as pastor of that 
Charge. Mr. Wissler seems to have lived but a 
ßhort time after bis arrival. In the first list extant 
of the members of Coetus after bis arrival, namely, 
1755, bis name does not appear, and in the minutes 
of 1757 there is mention made of a gift to bis 
widow. It does not appear that he served any 
Charge ; and nothing farther is known of him here, 
thougb we hope he is known among the angels 
and saints in heaven. 

Mr. Eubel was located for a short time in Phila- 
delphia. Before Scblatter's retnrn from Europe, 
about the close of the year 1761 or be^nning of 
1752, Mr. Steiner, pressed by growing diflSculties 
in the congregation of Philadelphia, feit bimself 
necessitated to withdraw — which he did, leaving 
that congregation vacant, removing to German- 
town and confining bis labors to that place. It 
will be recoUected that there were two congrega- 
tions in Philadelphia since the nnfortunate schism 
whicb grew out of the intrusion of Mr. Steiner. 
The old congregation had been served by supplies 
during Mr. Schlatter's absence, and, on bis return, 
he resumed bis place as pastor. Mr. Rubel took 
Charge of the new congregation, formed in exciting 
and troublous times, and now so soon vacated by 
Mr. Steiner. Whether this was done with the 
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advice and consent of Mr. Schlatter and the CoetuB 
18 doabtful. It is evident,- however, that Mr. Rubel 
did not tum out well, but became a trouble instead 
of a blessing to bis brethren and the churcb. 
There is a black sbeep in almost every flock, and 
this did " the rebellious Rubel," as Coetus calls him, 
become among the band of six. At the first 
Ccetus which he attended, in 1752, only a few 
months after bis arrival, he already " disturbed the 
CoBtus" by bis refractory spirit, and afterwards left 
it, "basely persuading others also to leave." In 
the Coetal minutes of March Slst, 1753, he is 
charged with having determined to be bis own 
judge, and of being guilty of standing independent 
of Synod; which is given as a reason why he 
ought to be deprived of any part in the annual 
Bubsidy sent over frooi Holland. Though he had 
rendered himself thus unworthy, Coetus still pa- 
tiently bore with him, hoping to control bis unruly 
spirit in the end, and saving the congregation 
over which he presided from utter ruin. 

As might be expected, new diflicnlties soon 
arose in the congregation of Philadelphia. The 
minister who is destitute of the spirit of Subordina- 
tion and peace himself must not expect anything 
of the kind from bis people. He who kicks at bis 
superiors encourages those under him to do the 
same to him. Mr. Rubel found this to be true in 
bis owh experience. There was an abundance of 
this spirit in the Philadelphia congregation, with- 
out the impulse given to it by Mr. Rubers own 
example. 
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Their history convinces us forcibly of the truth 
testified to by Coetus in 1765, when they.say, 
through their Secretary, that "they have always 
observed a restless, covetous disposition amoug the 
Philadelphians, especially in certain members," 
and again, in 1759, when treating of its affairs, 
they say: "its restless spirit, contrary to the 
presage and omen of its name, is always stirring 
np new troubles. The matter has hitherto been 
like a sport and inoekery, and will be until we 
abandon it." Would that those had been the last 
troubles in its eventful history. 

The difficulties thus created and growing be- 
tween Mr. Rubel and his congregation also in a 
certain way involved Mr. Schlatter. At the meet- 
ing of Coetus, held at Lancaster, on the 9th of 
April, 1755, a committee was appointed to eonsider 
the cireumstances of Mr. Rubel and the congrega- 
tion in Philadelphia. They reported, that in their 
judgment Mr. Rubel ought to withdraw from 
serving them, because this would be agreeable to 
the expressed wishes of the Fathers in Holland, 
and because also the cireumstances of the congre- 
gation seemed plainly to indicate that as the pro- 
per course. They also reported that they think it 
no longer necessary that Rev. Schlatter should 
continue to preach to the one part of the congre- 
gation in a separate church, since he himself, with 
the ministers generally, have hope that when Mr. 
Rubel has withdrawn, the whole congregation, 
including the two divided portions, will again 
become perfectly united. They therefore suggest 
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whether it would not be best that Schlatter and 
Rubel should botb, at the same time, cease preach- 
ing there, and the congregation shoald be served, 
by way of supply, through the other niembers of 
Coetns alternately twice a month, tili such time as 
a suitable stated pastor conld be secured on whom 
both would nnite. This Suggestion was enacted 
into a Ccetal resolution, and met with the approval 
of Mr. Schlatter, who cheerfully co-operated in 
carrying out its intent. 

There was, however, a difficulty in the way of 
the congregation of Mr. Kübel carrying out this 
decision of Ccetus. In the call at first given to 
him, it was agreed that in case a change was 
desired the congregation should give the pastor 
six months' notice, and that he should do the same 
should he contemplate a change. Mr. Rubel, who, 
it seems, was somewhat reluctant to leave, was 
disposed to stay himself on this arrangement. 
Several of the ministers, however, privately inter- 
ested themselves in the matter, urging upon Mr. 
Rubel and bis eiders the consideration, that, inas- 
much as there was now a prospect of reconciling 
the long-existing difficulties in the union of both 
parties, it was their solemn duty mutually to release 
one another of that Obligation. This was success- 
ful, and Mr. Rubel agreed to preach bis farewell 
sermon on the 26th of the same month, April, 
1755.^ Mr. Schlatter also resigned bis connection 

^ What became of Mr. Babel after this does not appear. It 
IS only Said incidentally in a letter to Holland bj Rev. Stoj, 
accompanjing the Coetal act8 of the year 1756, that "he lefk 
Pennsylvania." 
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witli the congregation of his early and constant 
love — in the Service of which he had, in the first 
part, experieneed many joys, and, in the latter, 
endured many sorrows. It is added in the Coetal 
acta, " Further, Mr. Eubel and Mr. Schlatter have 
laid aside their personal diflferences in love." 

Mr. Schlatter, after his return from Europe, 
would, perhaps, not have consented again to 
resume the service of the church in Philadelphia, 
seeing that he there endured so many tribulations, 
had he not been requested so to do by Coetus. 
They judged, it seems, that through him the way 
for reconciliation and peace could be prepared. 
For his labor and success they bear him an honor- 
able testimony, thus : " In all this affair of restoring 
peace, the Co&tus would praise the calm conduct 
and the impartiality of spirit of our Reverend 
brother Schlatter ; and we here thank his Rever- 
ence publicly for the pains and service, which, at 
our request, he undertook to endure, and for the 
good which he has accomplished in part of the 
congregation in Philadelphia, which, up to this 
time, has remained true to the Synodical and 
Coetal directions."^ 

To trace out these peace arrangements to their 
results in the history of the congregation, would 
lead US too far out of our present path. We may 

^ The other portion manifested, from first to last, a spirit of 
Insubordination to Coetus, showing deference to it onlj when 
they ezpected to be able to use it for their own purposes — a 
course in which they were rather encouraged than restrained 
by the ezample of Mr. Steiner. 
22 
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say, however, that they were not 80 durable lu 
their fruits as was anticipated. Tbe old spirit 
returned after a time; nor did the church there 
know eitber peace or prosperity until after tbe 
deatb of Mr. Steiner in 1763, wben a blessing 
came npon tbem tbrougb tbe ministry of tbe excel- 
lent Weyberg. Still, even tbe temporary cessation 
of strife and tbe strong probability tbat peace 
migbt prove lasting, gave great joy and encourage- 
ment to Mr. Scblatter and tbe wbole Goetus — to 
tbe former, because he always feit a tender interest 
in tbat congregation as bis first love ; and to tbe 
latter, because of tbe prominent place wbicb tbat 
cburcb occupied, being located in tbe metropolis 
of Pennsylvania. In a letter to Holland, dated at 
Philadelphia, Jane 1755, accompanying tbe Goetal 
acts, he says: "It will be seen wbat measures 
were taken at our last Coetus so unanimously, and, 
as I hope, with a blessing attending tbem. Tbere 
is great hope tbat tbe Pennsylvania cbnrcb affairs 
are getting in a good way, wbicb may Qod grant." 
About tbis time, Mr. Scblatter was appointed 
Superintendent and travelling visitor and agent for 
the London society for the establisbment and 
Support of scbools among tbe Germans in Penn- 
sylvania, wbicb, on account öf tbe agency wbicb 
be bad in the creation of tbat charity, and bis 
interest in the cause of general education, be 
was iüduced to accept. Still, bis interest in the 
prosperity of tbe Infant cburcb, for wbicb be bad 
made so many sacrifices, and endured such toil, 
\ya8 upabated. Hß not pnly hoped iqdirectly to 
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promote its prosperity, and that of religion gene- 
rally by seeking to advance general education, but 
he also expected to combine with bis labors in that 
department various efforts for the good of the 
church. He believed that in his travels and visits 
through the country, he could successfully labor 
for both; and this seems also to have been the 
opinion of his brethren in the Coetus. "We re- 
quested his Eeverence," they report to Holland, 
"in a friendly and brotherly manner, together 
with his extended jouraeys on account of the 
school inspection, also now and then, as time tind 
circumstances would permit, to preach in our 
churches, whereunto may Jesus Christ farther 
Support him by His grace."^ 

' Minutes, 1755. The formal resolation of Coetus, making 
this ftppointment, is as follows : 

'* Besolved, that one minister out of our midst shall annually 
be appointed to visit all the congregations throughoat the 
land, and inquire into their condition, to see how matters stand 
all OYer, with ministers and congregations. For this parpose, 
Bev. Schlatter was unanimoaslj elected, with the reqaest that 
his Reverence always take with him the nearest minister to 
the next place, and thus visit the congregation two by two, as 
he may have opportnnity.'' This custom was kept up during 
many years ; and it is easily seen, that in the circumstances of 
the church in those early times, when ministers and congrega- 
tions were scattered, and means of communication few and 
difficult, the practice must have been foUowed by various good 
results. What a privilege to ministers and people in their 
isolated fields of labor, to receive such a visit, and be favored 
from two ministerial brethren with sympaithy, encpuragement, 
and counsel ! Would it not be well to restore this wise and 
venerable custom, letting the ränge of visitations inclnde one 
Classis. The visitor might be the President of Glassis. Many 
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An extract irom bis own letter, accompanying 
the minntes for the year 1755, wbich we hare 
alreadj qaoted, will lead ns still fiirther into bis 
private views and feelings in regard to the interests 
of the charch at large. ^^ I hope that through the 
general Visitation which the Reverend Ccetns haa 
entrosted to me, I will be placed in a condition 
toward New Year to. send over to Holland an 
ezact report, how strong all onr congregations are 
— -how many ministers are yet required — how 
many schools already exist, and where ; how many 
are yet needed, and in what places ? I also hope to 
employ my leisore time, gradnally to introdace 
good regulations among ministers and congrega- 
tions, in reference to the establishment of a 
widow's fand ; and besides this to nndertake other 
improvements, that here also, by the help of God, 
an orderly chnrch government may at last come to 
exist, and in futare remain an object of your love, 
favor, and compassion, that you as well as we, 
may hereafber have reason to praise the mercy of 
God."> 

difficulties that ioevitablj spring up in congregations and 
oharges might thus be adjusted before tbej root deeper, afflici 
congregations and ministers for years, cause mach troable to 
Glassis to settle tbem, and by being saffered to grow, oAen end 
in ruin before the tide can be arrested. 

> This letter was written in the Dntch langaage. A copy 
may be seen in Mayer's MSS. vol. i. p. 32. The original is in 
the hands of Dr. Dewitt, of New York. Mr. Schlatter also 
preached when occasion required in Dutch, though he did it 
with difficulty. Ile no doubt acquired the knowledge and 
use of that langaage during hie sojoarn in Holland in early 
life. 
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The founding of a fand for the support of the 
widows of deceased ministers was a matter of earlj 
and earnest concern with Mr. Schlatter and the 
CoBtus. During his visit to Europe, he made appli- 
cation for a contribution toward this object, to the 
Trustees of a similar fand in his native city, St. 
Gall. Owing to some diflBlculties in the way, he 
was not successful in that application ; still he bore 
the matter on his mind, and at a later period the 
project, which was thus early suggested and labored 
for by him, succeeded. We believe the same fund 
has come down, slowly accumulating to the present 
time. 

Mr. Schlatter seems to have continued to reside 
in Philadelphia for about a year later, thongh not 
as pastor ; still, he performed some ministerial acta 
in the congregation. We find records made in his 
band as late as July 7th 1756. 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

SCHLATTEB AND THE CHABITY 8CH00LS'. 

1755-1757. 

WiTH our forefathers ever smce the Reformation, 
the church and the school were one interest, even 
as the head and the heart are one in one immortal 
being. They never dreamed that true education 
could be Bundered frona religion. They were per- 
ßuaded that educated nature is educated vice — an 
evil instead of a good, when grace does not under- 
lie it. They were firmly persuaded that faith with- 
out knowledge leads to superstition, and that 
knowledge without faith leads to infidelity. What 
Qod has joined, they piously kept together; so 
that in their minds, minister and schoolmaster, 
church and school-house, were one idea. Wherever 
zeal and sacrifice could accomplish it, the church 
and the school-house had to stand together on the 
same glebe, shedding abroad their light in unison, 
like the sun and moon, — ^the one shining as source ; 
the other as it is shone upon. 

As Mr. Schlatter found a great destitution in 
ministers and churches, so he found also a corre- 
sponding want in regard to schoolmasters and 
schools. In the majority of feeble churches which 
then existed, the families had no provisions, re- 
sourcesy or means, for educating their children. 

(258) 
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The few schoolmasters that were found in the 
country, were not able to support themselves by 
their scanty income ; and were in many cases com- 
pelled to abandon their calling to earn bread for 
themselves and families in some other way. In 
\ many localities, families lived far apart; so that 

when they were even anxious to unite for the 
Bupport of a school, the distance was too great for 
children to come together* Many, too, there were, 
who partly from pressing circumstances, and partly 
from undue devotion to merely temporal interests, 
had little desire to promote the higher nurture of 
their children. The records of the times abund- 
antly show that all wakeful and observant persons 
feit, — and gave freqaent and emphatic expression 
to their feelings — that the state of things which 
then existed, if it should be long continued, must 
lead to a condition of the grossest semi-barbarism, 
where ignorance and immorality should rule and 
reign. 

On account of the carQ which has always been 
bestowed upon the proper education of children in 
the Fatherland, those who themselves came from 
Europe, were generally anxious for the education 
of their children; and were in a measure, also 
able and willing to instruct them in the family, 
where school Privileges could not be enjoyed ; but 
where no aids were interposed, amid the difficul- 
ties and disadvantages under which they labored 
in a new and thinly settled country, a downward 
tendency was almost inevitable; and in many 
localities degeneration soon became painfuUy evi- 
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dent. Ber. Samuel Chandler of London, in a 
Latin letter to Rev. Gerhard Kulenkamp of Am- 
sterdam, in 1760 — in which he reports on the 
labors of the Lopdon society for the support of 
Bchools among the Oerman Protestants in Penn- 
sylvania, and pleads for a continuance of the aid 
furnished from Holland for the same purpose, to 
the churches of Pennsylvania — draws a picture 
which is truly deplorable, sfaowing what degree 
the process of degeneration had reached at that 
time. His langaage is evidently too sweeping; 
for there were at that time, a number of flourishing 
congregations with pious and efficient ministers 
both in the Beformed and Lutheran church, which 
were as centres of light in the general darkness. 
Yet, as applying to many localities, and perhaps 
to the majority of scattered and neglected Germans, 
it is strictly correct. " The Qerman Protestants in 
Pennsylvania, it shames me and grieves me to say 
it, are of the dregs of the people, poor, rade, Igno- 
rant of divine things, and so occapied with their 
rustic labors and domestic affairs, that they are 
scarcely, or never, able to find time enough, even 
if the ability were at band, to instruct and teach 
their children in matters pertaining to religion. 
"What, I ask, will become of them, if your charity 
grows cold ? If they are left utterly ignorant of 
divine things, they will not only be of no benefit, 
but will become a plague to the commonwealth, 
and enemies to your church. What, and how 
much, have not your High and Mighty Estates 
merited from these wretched men, who, in a 
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manner that is beyond all praise, through so many 
years, have granted such large sums of money to 
imbue them with the doctrines of the Christian 
faith, and the precepts pertaining to a good life 
and eternal salvation ! But the work is not yet 
finished. Most miserable people ; families destitute 
and rüde implore for help. The ministers will no 
longer be able to stand, for they will lack the 
necessaries of life, and their flocks will be left like 
sheep without a shepherd. The people are in 
danger of becoming the prey of rapaoious wolves 
and cunning foxes, both of which abound in ' 
Pennsylvania.*' 

The causes which led to such a result, and were 
still spreading the misery farther every year, were 
at work before Schlatter arrived in America. In 
his missionary travels he saw the great want of 
schools, and frequently alluded to it in a most 
touchiog way in his Journal and his reports to the 
Fathers in Holland. During his mission to Europe 
in 1751 and 1752, he embraced the opportunity of 
laying this destitution open before the ministers 
and churches both publicly and privately. Their 
sympathies were awakened, and their prompt and 
efficient action secured in behalf of the American 
churches and schools. The Synod of North Hol- 
land represented this destitution to the government, 
and asked permission to hold a general coUection 
throughout the Netherlands in favor of this object. 
The ßtates of Holland and West Frisland granted 
2000 guilders per annum for five years. A con- 
siderable sum was coUected in the city of Amster- 



262 UFB AKD LABOBS OF 8CHLATTBB. 

dam ; and to this was added the aggregate of the 
general collection, directed to be taken up for this 
object In this way, the sam of £12,000 Sterling 
was secured, which was properly invested in Hol- 
land, and the interest devoted to the snpport of 
the chnrches and schools in Pennsylvania. To 
thisy the Befonned of the Palatinate in its oppressed 
and impoverished cirenmstances added a gift of 
300 güilders, and the Swiss chnrches also responded 
to an appeal addressed to them in behalf of their 
destitüte brethren. 

The interest which Mr. Schlatter awakened in 
&yor of the establishment of schools in Pennsyl- 
vania did not remain confined to Holland, the 
Palatinate, and Switzerland. The moving appeal 
of Mr. Schlatter first published in the Datch lan- 
gnage, and afterwards in German, was also trans- 
lated into English by Rev. Mr. Thomson — ^English 
preacher in Amsterdam, and a member of that 
Classis — and widely circulated in England and 
Scotland, backed by a personal visit and appeal on 
the part of Mr. Thomson, urging its claims upon 
the benevolent in England. Such was the impres- 
sion made by this publication on the British 
nation, that the King, the Royal Family, and the 
nobles were induced to lead oflf by large contribu- 
tions toward a school fand for the benefit of the 
Germans in America. Having laid this matter 
open in England, Mr. Thomson also carried the 
application for aid into Scotland, where he him- 
self was known, and represented the case before 
the General Assembly then sitting in Edinburgh. 
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The result was the takiug up of a national colleo- 
tion, which amounted to upwards of <£1200 Sterling. 
The good work did not cease tili the sum coUected 
amounted to X12,000' Sterling. The proprietors 
of Pennsylvania also gave an annual contribution. 

This important result was brought about ^by the 
labors and influence of Mr. Schlatter, of which 
abundant proof is at band. We quote only the 
testimony of Eev. Muhlenberg. Writing to Halle, 
among other things, he says : 

" It is yet farther neeessary to mention that 
several years ago a project was laid before His 
Excellency, our Proprietary Wm. Penn, regarding 
the necessity of establishing free or charity schools 
among the Germans of Pennsylvania. On account 
of the expense which it involved, the matter has 
been permitted to lie still tili a more propitious 
time. Now, when the Eeformed preacher, Mr. 
Schlatter, came into this country, bringing with 
him from his directors important recommendations 
to our government, he came to be greatly respected 
by the rulers ; he had also all possible assistance 
rendered him in the sad revolutions and uproar 
of his people,^ and was permitted to return to 
Holland with the very best recommendations. In 
Holland, the report concerning so many thousand 
hungry and perishing Eeformed, young and old, 

' Key. Muhlenberg says £20,000, to which amount it seema 
ta have been swelled in 1754, when he makes the Statement. 
See Hai. Nach., pp. 686, 687. 

' In the strife occasioned in the congregation of Philadelphia 
by the intrusion of Rev. Steiner. 
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was printed, and, in a Bhort time, a large fand was 
establisbed. An excellent English preacher in 
Holland, named Thomson, translated this report 
into Englisb, and pnblished it in England and 
Scotland. After baving attended to tbis matter, 
Mr. Scblatter retnmed to tbis conntry, and brongbt 
witb bim six yonng preacbers free of expense. In 
fbe meantime, tbis pnblication, translated into 
Englisb, was commended to tbe Proprietary, Mr. 
Penn, Esq., wbo now fonnd convenient time to 
carry out tbe project. He, Mr. Penn, as I bave 
been bere informed, banded in a memorial to His 
Majesty, npon wbicb His Majesty immediately 
gave one tbonsand pounds Sterling. Her Higb- 
ness, tbe Princess of Wales, eigbt bundred ponnds 
Sterling, and otber of tbe dignitaries also as mncb, 
so tbat, in a sbort time, qaite a good fand bad 
flowed together. Now, when tbe sad condition of 
tbiDgs in tbis conntry bad made it necessary for 
Mr. Scblatter to visit Earope, be was provided 
witb recommendations from our govemment, and 
was very affectionately received in London by tbe 
Proprietary ; and tbe Bectorship over tbe Germans, 
witb a fixed annual salary, was bestowed upon 
bim. And as Mr. Scblatter bad specified tbe 
places wbere tbe English and Oerman free scbools 
would, first of all, be most needed, a writing from 
tbe Directors in London was received here, in 
which our Governor, Judge Allen, Land Secretary 
Peters, Messrs. Turner, Franklin, and Conrad 
Weiser, were appointed and confirmed as Trustees 
and Managers to establish the free scbools in York- 
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town, Lancaster, Readingtown, New HaDOver, 
Skippach, and Qoshenhoppen, and to render Mr. 
Schlatter all possible asäistance and support. In 
this writing, among other things, it is ordained 
that, at all times, from four to six young persona 
of talent from these free schools should have the 
privilege of going to the University of Oxford, 
there to study, and afterwards to serve their 
Fatherland. From this, it may be seen that the 
noble patrons are earnestly intent on preparing 
our Germans to become faithful subjects and good 
members of the Church, which is highly proper." ^ 
As Mr. Schlatter was the main originator of 
this school-scheme ; as a proper knowledge of it is 
necessary to aid ns in understanding his general 
spirit; and as he spent a part of his life in its 
management in the office of Superintendent ; it is 
proper here to present a füll aecount of its charac- 
ter, as it was laid before the public by its Board 
of Officers, in 1755.^ 

" A brief history of the rise and progress of the 
charitable society, carrying on by a society of 
noblemen and gentlemen in London, for the relief 
and Instruction of poor Germans and their de- 
Bcendants, settled in Pennsylvania, &c., published 
for the Information of those whom it may concern, 
by James Hamilton, William Allen, Richard Pe- 

» Hai. Nach., pp. 660, 661. 

' This interesting document was published in pamphlet 
form, and also in the " Pennsylvania Gazette" of Feb. 25th, 
1755. We quote it from ** Rupp's Ilist. of Berks and Lebanon 
Counties," pp. 99-109, 
23 
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tere, Benjamin Franklin, and Conrad Weiser, 
Esquires, and the Rev. William Smith, Trustees 
General, appointed for the management of the 
Said eharitable scheme. 

For several years past, the small nnmber of 
Reformed Protestant ministers, settled among the 
German emigrants in Pennsylvania, and finding 
the harvest great, but the laborers few, have been 
deeply affected with a true Christian coneern for 
the welfare of their distressed countrymen and the 
salvation of their precious souls. In conseqaence 
of this, they have, from time to time, in the most 
solemn and moving manner, entreated the churches 
of Holland to commiserate their unhappy fellow 
Christians, who mourn under the deepest affliction, 
being settled in a remote corner of the world, 
where the light of the Gospel has but lately reached, 
and where they are very much destitute of the 
means of knowledge and salvation. 

The churches of Holland, being accordingly 
moved with friendly compassion, did, from time to 
time, contribute to the Support of religion in these 
remote parts. But in the year 1761, a very mov- 
ing representation of their State having been made 
by a person whose unwearied labors for the benefit 
of his dear countrymen have been for some years 
conspicuous, the states of Holland and West Fris- 
land granted 2000 guilders per annuniy for five 
years from that time, to be applied towards the 
instruction of the said Germans and their children 
in Pennsylvania. A considerable ^um was also 
coUected in thQ city of Amsterdam and elsewhere, 
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and upon a motion made by the same zealous 
persoD, the Eev. Mr. Thomson' was commissioned 
by the Synod of Holland and Classis of Amster- 
dam to solicit the friendly assistance of the churches 
of England and and Scotland. 

When Mr. Thomson arrived in Great Britain, 
he found the readiest encouragement among per- 
Bons of the first rank, both in Church and State. 
It is the peculiar glory of the British government, 
equally to consult the happiness of all who live 
linder it, however remote, wherever born, or of 
whatsoever denomination. Wicked and inhuman 
tyrants, whose ambition is to rule over slaves, find 
it their interest to keep the people ignoränt. But, 
in a virtuous and free government like that of 
Great Britain the ease is far otherwise. By its 
very nature and spirit, it desires every member of 
the Community enlightened with useful knowledge^ 
and especially the knowledge of the blessed Gos- 
pel, which* contains the best and most powerful 
motives for making good subjects as well as good 
men. Considered in this light, Mr. Thomson's 
design eould not fail to be encouraged in our 
mother country, since it was evidently caloulated 
to save a multitude of most industrious people 
from the gloom of ignorance, and qualify them for 
the enjoyment of all those Privileges, to which it 
is now their good fortune to be admitted, in com- 
mon with the happy subjects of a free Protestant 

government. 

— I ■ . ■■ 

' Mr. T. is a minister of one of the English churches in Am- 
sterdam, and a member of said Synod and Classis. 
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Mr. Thomson having thus made his business 
known in England, and prepared the way for 
encouragement there, he, in the meantime, went 
down to Scotland ; and, himself being known in 
that country, he represented the case to the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Church, then sitting at Edin- 
burgh, upon which a national collectiou was made, 
amounting to upwards of X1200 Sterling. Such 
an instance of generosity is one out of many, to 
6how how ready that Church has always been to 
contribute towards the advancement of Truth^ 
Virtue, and Freedom. 

Mr. Thomson, upon his return frora Scotland, 
found that his paotoral duty called him back to 
Holland. He saw likewise that it would be abso- 
lutely necessary to have some person in London, 
not only to manage the moneys already coUected, 
but also to sollcit and receive the contributions of 
the rieh and the benevolent in England, where 
nothing had yet been coUected, and where much 
might be hoped for. With this view, he begged a 
certain number of noblemen^ and gentlemen of the 



' The first members of this society were as follows, though 
we believe eeveral are added this winter, (1755,) wbose names 
have not yet been transmitted to us. 

The Right Hon. Earl of Shaftesbury, Eari of Morton, Earl 
of Finlater, and Lord Willoughby, of Parham. Sir Luke 
Schaub, and Sir Joshua Yan Neck, Baronets. Mr. Gommis« 
sion Vernon, Mr. Chitly, and Mr. Fluddyer, Aldermen of Lon- 
don. John Bance, Robert Ferguson, and Nathaniel Paice, 
Esqrs., of London. Rev. Benjamin Avory, L.L.D., Rev. 
Thomas Birch, D.D., Rev. Mr. Caspar Wetstein, Rev. Mr. 
David Thomson, and Rev. Samuel Cbandler, Secretary. 
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first rank to take the management of the design 
upon themselves. 

This propoeal was readily agreed to by thoso 
noble and worthy persona. They wero truly con- 
cerned to find that there were any of their fellow- 
ßubjects, in any part of the British dominions, not 
fuUy provided with the means of knowledge and 
salvation. They considered it a matter of the 
greatest importance to the cause of Christianity in 
general, and the Protestant interest in particular, 
not to neglect such a vast body of useful people, 
situated in a dark and harren region^ with almost 
none to instruct them or their helpless children, 
who are coming forward in the world in multi* 
tudes, and exposed an easy prey to the total igno- 
rance of their savage neighbors on the one band, 
and the corruption of our Jesuitical enemies, on 
whom they border, on the other band; and of 
whom there are always, perbaps, too many mixed 
among them. Moved by theso interesting con- 
siderations, the said noblemen and gentlemen, 
with a consideration peculiar to great and generous 
souls, did accordingly take the good design into 
their immediate protection, and formed themselves 
into a Society for the effectual management of it. 

The first thing said society did, was to agree to 
a liberal subscription among themselves; and, 
upon laying the case before the king, His Majesty, 
like a true father of his peoplo, granted jßlOOO 
towards it. Her Royal Highness, the Princess 
Dowager of Wales, granted £100 ; and the houor- 
ablö proprietors of thia province, willing to concur 
23* 
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in every design for the ease and we1£Eu« of their 
people, generoQsly engaged to give a considerable 
snm jearly for promoting the most essential part 
of the nndertaking. From sach a &ir beginning, 
and from some bopes thej reasonably entertain of 
a more public nature, the honorable donbt not of 
their being able to complete such a fand as may 
effectnally answer their pious design, in time 
Coming. In the meantime, they have come to the 
foUowing general resolotions with regard to the 
management of the whole. 

L To assiBt the people in the enconragement of 
pious and industnous Protestant ministers that 
are or shall be regularly ordained and settled 
among the said Germans, or their descendants, in 
America ; beginning first in Pennsylvania, where 
the want of ministers is greatest, and proceeding 
to the neighboring British colonies, as they shall 
be enabled by an increase of their funds. 

n. To establish some charitable schools for the 
pious education of German youths of all denomi- 
nations, as well as those English youths who may 
reside among them. Now, as a religious education 
of youth, while the tender mind is yet open to 
every Impression, is the most efiectual means of 
making a people wisey virtiwusj and Jiappy^ the 
honorable society have declared that they have 
this part of their design, in a particular manner, at 
heart ; it being chiefly from the care that shall be 
taken of the rising generation, that they expect 
the success of their whole undertaking. 

HL The said honorable society^ considering 
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that they reside at too great a distance, either to 
know what ministers deserve tbeir encouragement, 
or what places are most convenient to fix the 
schools in ; and as they would neither bestow their 
bounty on any who do not deserve it ; therefore, 
they have devolved the general execution of the 
whole upon uß, underthe name of TruBteeB Generaly 
for the management of their charity among the 
German emigrants in America. And as our resi- 
dence is in this province, where the chief body is 
settled, and where we may aeqiiaint them with the 
circumstances of the people, the generous society 
hope that we cannot be imposed upon or deceived 
in the direction or application of their excellent 
charity. 

IV. And lastly, considering that our engage- 
ments in other matters would not permit us per- 
sonally to consult with the people in the country, 
nor to Visit the schools as often^ as it might be 
pecessary for their success, the honorable society 
have, out of their true fatherly care, appointed the 
Rev. Mr. Schlatter, to act under our direction, as 
Visitor or Supervisor of the schools, knowing that 
he has already taken incredible pains in this whole 
affair, and being acquainted with the people in all 
parts of the country, can converse with them on 
the spot, and bring us the best advices from time 
to time, concerning the measures fit to be taken. 

This is a brief history of the rise and progress 
of this noble work of charity, tili it was committed 
to our management, under wbich we liope it shall 
be so condacted, as fully to answer the expectatiou 
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of the worthy society, and give all reasonable 
ßatisfactioQ to the parties for whose benefit it is 
intended. We shall spare no pains to inform our^ 
selves of the wants and circumstances of the people ; 
as will appear by the following plaft which we have 
concerted for the general examination of our trust, 
leaving room to alter or amend it, as circumstances 
shall require, and time discover defects in it. 

With regard to that part öf the society 's design 
which proposes the encouragement of pious Pro- 
testant ministers, we shall impartially proportion 
the moneys set apart for this purpose, according to 
the Instruction of the said society, as soon as such 
ministers shall put it in our power so to do, by 
making their labors and circumstances known to 
US, either by their own personal application, or by 
means of Mr. Schlatter, or any other creditable 
person. 

As to the important article of establishing 
schools, the following general plan is proposed, 
which may be from time to time, improved or per- 
fected. 

Ist. It is intended that every school to be opened 
upon this charity, shall be equally to the benefit of 
Protestant youth of all denominations ; and there- 
fore, the education will be in such things as are 
generally useful to advance induatry and true god- 
liness. The youth will be instructed in both the 
English and Qerman languages, likewise in writing, 
keeping of common accounts, singing of Psalms, 
and the true principles of the holy Protestant 
religion, in the same mäiiner as thefathers ofthose 
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Germans were instructed, at the scbools in those 
countries from which they came. 

2dly. As it may be of great service to religion 
and industry, to have some schools for girls, also, 
we ßhall iise our endeavors with the honorablo 
ßociety, to have some few school-mistresses encour- 
aged, to teach reading, and the use of the needle. 
And though this was no part of the original design, 
yet as the society have nothing but the general 
good of all at heart, we doubt not they will extend 
their benefaction for this charitable purpose also. 

3dly. That all may be induced, in their early 
youth, to seek the knowledge and love of God, in 
that manner which is most agreeable to their own 
conscience, the children of all protestant denomi- 
nations,' English and Dutch, (German) shall be 
instructed in catechism of sound doctrine, which 
is approved of and used by their own parents and 
ministers. All uni^asonable sort of compulsion 
and partiality is directly opposite to the design 
and spirit of this charitt/j which is generously 
nndertaken to promote useful knowledge, true 
religion, public peace, and Christian love, among 
all ranks and denominations. 

4th]y. For the nse of the schools, the several 
catechisms that are now taught among the Calvin- 
ists, Lutherans, and other protestant denomina- 
tions, will be printed in English and Dutch, 
(German) and distributed among the poor, together 
with some other good books, at the expense of the 
society. 

5thly. In order that all parents may be certain 
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of having justice done.to their .cbildren, the imme- 
diate care and inspection of every school will be 
committed to a certain number of sober and 
respectable persona, living near the place wbere 
every such scbool shall be fixed. These persona 
will be denominated Ai^ütanU or Befo^y Truitees ; 
and it will be their business, monthly or quarterly, 
to Visit that particular school f br which they are 
appointed, and see that both master and scholars 
do their duty. It will also be their business to 
send, an account ofthe state and progress of the 
schools, at every such Visitation, to us as Trustees 
General. These accounts we shall transmit from 
Philadelphia tp the society in London; and the 
Society will from time to time be enabled, by these 
means, to lay the State of the whole schöols before 
the public ; and thus charitable and welUdisposed 
people, both in Great, Britain and Holland, seeing 
the good use that has been mtkde of their former 
contributions, will be inclined to give still more 
and more for so glorious and benevolent an uuder- 
taking; 

This raethod cannot fail to be of great advantage 
to the schools, aince the Deputy Trustees, being 
part of the very people for w^hom the work is 
undertaken, and having their own children at the 
same schools, they must have an interest in the 
reputation of them, and do all in their power to 
advance good education in .them. Besides this, 
being always near at band, they can advise and 
encourage the master, and help him over *any 
difficnlties he may meet with. 
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But, 6thly. As tbe keeping up a spirit of emula- 
tion amoDg the youth is the life of all schools, 
therefore, that we may leave as little room as 
possible for that remissness, which sometimes hurt« 
charities of this nature, we shall, as far as our 
Situation will perrnit, have a personal regard to the 
execution of the whole. As the Assistant Trustees 
may often want our ad vice in removing difficulties 
and making new regulations, we shall so contrive 
it, that Mr. Schlatter shall be present with them 
at their quarterly meetings, to consult with them, 
and concert the proper measures to be taken. 
Besides this, we shall have one general Visitation 
of the whole schools every year, at which one or 
more of us shall endeavor to be present. On these 
occasions, such regulations shall be made as may 
be wanted; and careful inquiry will be made 
whether any parents think themselves injured, by 
any unjust exclusion of their children from an 
equal benefit of the common charity, or by the 
partiality of the masters or otherwise. At such 
visitations, books will be given as rewards and 
encouragement, to the diligent and deserving 
scholars. The masters will likewise have proper 
marks of esteem shown them in proportion to 
their fidelity and industry in the discarge of their 
Office. 

Tthly. With regard to the number of schools to 
be opened, that will depend partly on the encour- 
agement given by the people themselves, and partly 
on the increase of the society's funds. A consider- 
able number of places are proposed to fix schDols 
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in ; but none are yet absolutely determined upon, 
but New Hanover, New Providence, and EeadingJ 
These places were first fixed npon, becanse the 
people of all persuasions, LntheranSjCalvinistp, 
and other Protestants, moved with a pious and 
fatherly concern for the illiterate State of their 
helpless children, did, with true Christian harmony, 
present their petitions, praying that their numerous 
children of all denominations in these parts, might 
be made the common object of the intended 
charity. And for this benevolent purpose, they 
did further agree to offer school-houses in whicb 
their children might be instructed together, as dear 
fellow Christians, redeemed by the same common 
Lord and Savionr, and travelling to the same 
heavenly country, throngh this valley of tears, not- 
withstanding they may sometiraes take roads a 
little different in points of smaller moment. 

This striking example of unanimity and good 
agreement among all denominations, we hope 
will be imitated by those who shall affcerwards 
apply to US for fixing schools among them; since 
it is only upon the aforesaid generous plan for the 
common benefit of all, that we find ourselves 

' Since the original pablication, petitions have been sent to 
the Trustees General, from Upper Solfort, from Vincent town- 
ship, in ehester county, from the borough of Lancaster, from 
Tulpehocken, and several other. places, all which will be con- 
Bidered as soon as possible. Feb. 25, 1755. — Penna, Gazette, 

Note. — Schools were also established in 1756, besides 
the places mentioned, at Lancaster, York, and seyeral other 
places. 
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empowered to institute such schools. But while 
the petitions are agreeable to this, our plan, as 
now explained, they will not be overlooked, as 
long as the fands continue. And if the petitioners 
shall recommend schoolmasters, as was the case at 
New Hannover, New Providence, and Beading, 
such schoolmasters will have the preference, pro- 
vided they are men of sufficient probity and know- 
ledge, agreeable to all parties, and acquainted with 
both the English and Dutch (German) languages, 
or willing to learn either of these languages, which 
they may not then be perfectly acquainted with. 

These are essential qualifications ; and unless 
the generous society had made provision for teach- 
ing English as well as Dutch, (German) it would 
not have answered their benevolent design, which 
is to qualify the Germans for all the advantages of 
native English subjects. But this could not have 
been done, without giving them an opportunity of 
learning English, by speaking of which they may 
expect to rise to places of profit and honor in the 
country. They will likewise be thereby enabled 
to buy or seil to the greater advantage in our 
markets, to understand their own causes in courts 
of justice, where pleadings are in English, to know 
what is doing in the country around them, and, in 
a Word, to judge and act entirely for themselves, 
without being obliged to take things upon th^ 
Word öf others, whose interest it may be to deceive 
and mislead them. 

We have only farther to add, that having thus 
published^ in our names, a true and faithful account 
24 
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of the rise and progress of this excellent charity, 
down to the present time, we hope it will candidly 
be received as such, and prevent many wrong con- 
jectures and insinuations, that might otherwise 
have been made, if we bad not given this genuine 
and necessary information concerning it. From 
the foregoing plan it plainly appears, that. as the 
Chief management is in the people themselves^ it 
must be entirely their own faults, if these schools 
do not become the greatest blessing to many gene- 
rations, that evor was proposed in this country. 
Snch, and so benevolent are the designs of this 
new Society ! 

And surely, now, we may be permitted in their 
name, to address you, countrymen and fellow 
Christians, for whose benefit the great work is 
undertaken ! We cannot but entreat you to con- 
sider of what importance such a scheme must be 
to you, and your children after you. We are 
unwilling to believe that there are any persons 
who do not heartily wish success to a design so 
pious and benevolent. But, if, unhappily for them- 
selves, there should be any such among us, we are 
bound in (jbarity to suppose they have never yet 
reflected that, whilst they indulge such wishes, 
they are in fact acting a part, plainly repugnant 
to the interests of liberty, true religion, and even 
of human nature. 

Mankind in general are, perhaps, scarcely raised 
more by their nature above the brutes, than a man 
weU instrueted above the mau of no knowledge or 
education; and whoever strives to keep a people 



ßCHLATTBR AND THE CHARITT SCHOOLS, 279 

in ignorance, must certainly harbor notions or 
d^signs that are unfavorable, either to their civil 
or religious liberty. For wbilst a people are 
incapable of knowing their own interests, or 
judging for themselves, they cannot be governed 
by free ptinciples, or by their own choice; and 
though they should not be immediate slaves of the 
government under whieh they live, yet they must 
be slaves or dupes to those whosa counsels they are 
obliged to have recourse to, and follow blindly on 
all occasions, which is the most dishonorable 
species of slavery. 

Bat on the other band, a design for instructing 
a people, and adorning the minds of their children 
virith useful knowledge, can carry nothing in it but 
what is friendly to liberty, and anspicious to all 
the most sacred interests of mankind. 

Were it otherwise, why are so many of the 
greatest and best men, both of the British and the 
German nations, engaged in the undertaking? 
Why have they, as it were, stooped from their high 
spheres, and even condescended to heg from honse 
to house, in order to promote it ! Is not all this done 
with the glorious intention of relieving you from 
distressful ignorance that was like to fall upon you ? 
Is it not done with a view to call you up to all the 
advantages of free and enlightened subjects, capa- 
ble of thinking and acting for yourselves ? And 
shall they call you in vain ? God forbid ! If, by 
any infatuation, you should neglect the means of 
knowledge and eternal happiness now offered you, 
think seriously w-hat must be the consequence. 
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Tou will be accountable in the sight of Almiglity 
God, not only for your own sad negligence, bat 
for all that misery and slavery which you raay 
thereby entail npon your hapless offipring to the 
latest generations. Yonr very names will be held 
in abborrenee by yonr own children, if, for the 
want of Instruction, their privileges should either 
be abridged here, or they should fall a prey to the 
error and slavery of onr restless enemies. 

But, on the contrary, if proper Instructions are 
begun now, and constantly carried on among you, 
no design can ever be hatched against your reli- 
gion or liberties, but what you shall quickly be 
able to discover and defeat. All the arts of your 
enemies will be of no avail to sever you from your 
true interests as men and as Protestants. You 
shall know how to make the true use of all your 
noble Privileges, and instead of moving in a dry 
and harren land, where no water is, you and your 
posterity shall flourish from age to age, in all that 
is valuable in human life. A harren region shall 
be turned into a fruitful country, and a thirsty 
land into pools of water* The wildemess and 
solitary place shall be glad through you, and the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. Isa. 85. 

That you may soon be placed in these happy 
circumstances, shall be our continual endeavor, as 
it is our sincere prayer. But if ever you hope to 
be so, or to transmit the glorious privileges of 
Protestants and Freemen to your posterity, we 
must observe, that in this time of danger, (when a 
Popish enemy has advanced far into our country, 
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even to your very doors,) it becomes you to be 
extremely Jealous for your safety. It becomes you 
to exert yourselves for the calm enjoymeDt of that 
religion, for the sake of which you crossed the 
ßtormy ocean aud encountered the horrors of the 
desert. It becomes you to secure your children 
the fall and free possession of these fair seats, 
which your own händs have formed out of the vast 
wildemess. Whatever unfavorable notions you 
may apprehend the government at home may 
have fallen into concerning your conduct, on 
account of the great distance, you may now be 
sure, that while you do your duty as good subjects, 
we shall at all times present you in the most 
impartial light to the honorable Society of Lon- 
don ; and as this Society consists of some of the 
best and greatest men of the English nation, who 
have generously taken you and all your concerns 
under their protection, they will always be glad to 
receive you in kind and acceptable terms, to the 
countenance of our most gracious Sovereign. 
By Order, and in behalf of the Trustees General. 

William Smith, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, Feb, 25th, 1755." 

Such was the basis of this scheme of charity 
schools, of which Mr. Schlatter was to have the 
Bupervision, laboring first for its introduction 
where it seemed most needed, and then visiting 
and watching over the schools so established. 

It was feit also that for its successful introduc- 
tion and advancement the influence of the press 
24* ' 
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was necessary. The socieiy determined to estab- 
lish a press, an'd publish a paper, to be devoted to 
the Service of the scheine. " A press for the Qer- 
man language was established in Philadelphia city 
as early as 1755, and probably before that time, at 
the expense of a sociefy in London, formed for the 
benevolent pnrpose of promoting religions know- 
ledge among the German emigrants in Pennsyl- 
vania.^ School-books and religions tracts in the 
Gennan langnage were printed at this press ; and, 
in Order to convey, with the greater facility, poli- 
tical and other information to the German Citizens, 
a newspaper was pnblished at the establishment. 
It was printed by Anthony Armbmster. The Re- 
verend Dr. William Bmith, Provost of the coUege 
at Philadelphia, was agent for the English Society, 
and had the direction of the press and of the news- 
paper."^ This paper was continued for some years ; 
as we find it still in existence in 1758,^ and was the 
means of bringing its editor into some trouble as 
we shall hereafter see. 

These schools were to be conducted, as will be 
seen, on strictly religions principles. Not only 
were the schoolmasters to instruct the youth ** in 

1 Thomas's History of Printing. See also Colonial Becords, 
Tol. yiii. p. 439. Here Mr. Smith is mentioned as " being one 
of the Trastees under an honorable private society in London, 
for maintaining charity schools to instruct Germans in Penn- 
sylvania ; and to that end, having the care and direction of 
a printing-press to furnish them with a newspaper and otber 
matters in their own langaage/' 

* Col. Becords, vol. viii. p. 439. 
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catechisms of sound doctrine," in "singing of 
Psalms, and the true principles of the holy Pro^^ 
testant religion," bat ministers were also employed 
to give still more decidedly religious Instruction. 
" Twelve Calvinist ministers," says Rev. Chandler 
of London, in bis Report 1760, " are employed as 
catechists to instil into their youthful minds the * 
doctrines of our Refonned religion, for which Ser- 
vice <£107 Sterling have been appropriated, eacb 
one receiving the portion due to bis merits, as de- 
termined by our American Directors." These 
twelve were German Beformed ministers. There 
is an allusion to this rendering of Service by Rev. 
John Waldschmidt, President of Coetus in the 
year 1759. In transmitting the acts of Coetus to 
Holland, he adds^ at the close of bis letter: ^^Last 
year we made no mention of the bounty of the 
London Society, nor sent a list. At the time our 
CoBtus met, during the past year, we had received 
nothing ; and immediately after, the Rev. Professor 
Smith, the Secretary of the Soard of Directors, 
having gone to England, was prevented from 
giving the annual charity to some of us. Never- 
theless, this year, he paid each of us both what 
remained and the usual annuity. But the amounts 
for the twö years past were just the same as in the 
beginning: except that Rev. Alsentz, w^ho was 
added to our number, and thus became a sharer 
in the bounty of the most noble London Society 
in the sum of eight pounds per annum, Pennsyl- 
vania currency." 
It may seem stränge that the civil authorities of 
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England, devoted to the English Church, ehonld 
take such an interest in the religious education of 
Protestants diftering so widely from them in some 
points. To explain this it must be remembered, 
that while these donors give abnndant evidence of 
true Christian feeling, they were also actuated 
very largely by political considerations. The evi- 
dence ou which this remark rests will appear as 
our history progresses. 

It was very early feared that the immense emi- 
gration of Germans into Pennsylvania might give 
them an influence that needed to be watched by 
those in civil power. In 1727, Hon. James Logan 
suggested the propriety of restraining these emi- 
grations ; and expresses his fears that if it is not 
done " these colonies will, in time, be loöt to the 
crown !*' He was a true prophet In another let- 
ter he says, " the numbers from Germany at this 
rate will soon produce a German colony here, and 
perhaps such a one as Britain once received from 
Saxony in the fifth Century.'*^ 

Still later, before and after the year 1750, the 
political importance and influence of the Germans 
was much feit by the civil authorities, and they 
were üiuch spoken of in the publications of the 

^ Watson's Annals of Philadelphia, vol. ii. p. 255. — A book 
that contains a rieh fand of intenselj interesÜDg historical 
matter pertaining to the " olden time." How often have we 
inwardly thanked the author for these ** quaint and curioas 
volumes of half-forgotten lore.'' Their charm will increase, 
instead of diminishing, as the early history of our State fades 
back into the dim distant past. 
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day. The anti-war and peace-loving Quakers ^^ 

having the control in the Provincial Assembly, j 

the governors found it difficult to carry such mea- / 

sures as their fears caused them to regard neces- / 

sary in the way of military safeguards against the 

molestations and encroachments of the French. 

Various attempts were made to change the cha- 

racter of the Assembly by keeping out the Quakers. 

But the Germans in their quiet rural retreats, and **% 

naturally averse to war, sympathized with their 

peace-loving neighbors, and lent their influence to 

keep the Quakers in power. Mr. C. Saurs, who 

published a very widely circulated German paper, • 

favored the cause of the Friends, and influenced 

the Germans in their favor. " From such causes," 

says Mr. Wharton in 1765, " they came down in 

shoals to vote, and carry all before them. The bad 

effects of these successes of the Germans will pro- 

bably be feit through many generations ! Instead 

of a peaceable, industrious people as before, they 

are now grown insolent, sullen and turbulent, — in 

some counties threatening even the lives of all who 

oppose their views, because they are taught to re^ 

gard government and slavery as one and the same 

thing. All who are not of their party they call 

*Governor's men,' and themselves they deem 

strong enough to make the country their own ! 

Indeed, they come in in such force, say upwards 

of five thousand in the last year, I see not but they 

may soon be able to give us law and language too, or 

eise, by joining the French, eject all the English."* 

* See Watson's Annais, vol. ii. p. 256. 



286 LIFB AND LABORS OF 8CHLATTBR. 

The espousal of the side of the Friends on the 
part of the Germans, exposed them to snspicion 
and misrepresentations in another direction. They 
were accused of having Romanizing tendencies. 
It was published in English Journals, that hosts of 
Jesuit priests had been sent in among them by the 
French, to win them to the Komish faith, and thus 
to the side of the French, and that great success 
was attending these proselyting efforts. These 
reports even reached the ears of the Fathers in 
Holland, awakening their earnest solicitations for 
the firm Protestantism of the American brethren ; 
and causing them to make speedy inquiry into the 
truth or falsehood of the rumor. This called forth 
a prompt reply from Coetus through Eev. William 
Stoy, in 1766: "Moreover, from your letters, 
Venerable Fathers, especially from those of the 
Classis, we perceive that our condition has been 
exhibited to you under an exceedingly sad and 
gloomy aspect, on account of the Papists rushing 
in hither. Whence that rumor comes, we do not 
know ; but be assured it is utterly false. ISone of 
US are acquainted with many priests, and no one 
on these shores passes over readily to the camps 
of the priests. In Europe, it is often done for the 
sake of advantage ; but in these lands, no advan- 
tage accrues to apostates. We know of only one 
Jesuit in the whole of Pennsylvania. Of Frencb 
Jesuits we know none at all ; and they will not be 
endured so long as we have not to bear the French 
yoke. Indeed, what few Catholics there are here, 
b}' the use of the sacred Scriptures, which, for the 
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most part, they have in their hands as othere, are 
rendered more intelligent/' This is the firet time, 
so far as we know, that the German Beformed 
Church in America was called to account for 
supposed Homanizing tendencies. 

As early as 1754, we find an address sent in to 
Governor Morris, signed by thirty-one Qermaiji 
ministers and laymen, with Mr. Schlatter at the 
head of the list, deelaring their innocence against 
the false aceusations " of some spirit, we will not 
determine what name to give him, 1 Kings, xxi. 
21, 22, who accused us very publicly, both here 
and in England.*' After expressing their great 
satisfaction with the "mild government," their 
gratitude for the many advantages they enjoy 
under its just administration, and referring to the 
fact that " not one Single instance can be proved 
of disloyalty,*' they say with emphasis: "How, 
therefore, can any man of due reason think, much 
less say, that this same people were inclined to 
submit themselves again under a Komish slavery 
upheld by a French king?*'* 

* Archives of Penn., vol. ii., p. 201, 202. See also p. 647. 
This address, with the Governor's reply, and an explanatory 
introduction, was published in Geraian and English *' to the 
intent,'' sajs Henry Autes, a prominent Reformed man, '*that 
our Protestant country people might see all our reasons and 
motives to our action.'' In bis reply, the Governor says : " I 
think this, your address, comes in a yery needful and due 
time. I take it very well of you to o£fer your affectionate 
address to me at this time, in behalf of yourselves and your 
country men. I can believe that you do not intend to join any 
foreign king, especially with the king of Franoe, against the 
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The letter which bore these reports to England, 
and which was published in the London Evening 
AdvertiseTf and also afterwards printed in pamphlet 
form, was attributed to William Smith, Provost of 
the Philadelphia College, and Secretary of the 
Trustees of the Charityschool fimd. "He pro- 
posed to remedy all the evils of which he com- 
plained, by Stripping the Quakers and their parti- 
sans, the Germans, of political inflaence." He 
suggested the passage by Parliament of certain 
acts, which remind one of another spirit than we 
wot of now, and which were as well calcalated to 
awaken indignation then, as the reading of them' 
now is a source of amnsement. The wisdom 
referred to, which was to be tnrned into law, runs 
thus : " 1. That all members of Assembly should 
take the oaths of allegiance, and sabscribe a decla-> 
ration that they would not refase to defend their 
country against His Majesty's enemies." Which 
would at once have cleared the Assembly of 
Quakers, who are conscientiously opposed to oaths 
and war. " 2. That the right of the Germans to 
vote for members of Assembly should be suspended 
until they had acquired a competent knowledge of 
the English language and the Proyincial Constitu- 

tender government of Great Britain. And as there have been 
reports spread against yonr country people to that effect, both 
here and in England, I will do mj best endeavor to deface the 
same, both in England and here, and promise also to protect 
your German Protestants by the privileges of this Province to 
the utmost of mj power, and bope that my administration in 
this government will be to the glory of God and the public 
welfare." See J. D, Rupp, in Ger. Ref, Mess, Od. 18, 1848. 
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tion ;" which shows that the knowledge of Euglish 
is absolutely necessary to correct voting. " 3. That 
ProtestantSj-ministers, and schoolmasters, should 
be eettled among them, to reduce them into 
regulär congregations ; to instruct them in the 
nature of free government, the purity and value 
of the Protestant faith ; and to bind them to the 
province by a common language, and the conscious- 
ness of a common interest." Which shows that 
the writer had quite as miich need of instruction 
"in the nature of free government" as those for 
whose interests he seeks such arbitrary legislation. 
"4. That all law-writings should be void, unless 
made in the English tongue ;" which shows either 
that he did not wish them to understand these 
writings, or was desirous of stimulating them to 
learn the orthodox English tongue. " 5. That no 
newspapers, almanacs, or other periodical paper, 
WTitten in a foreign language, should be printed 
or published, unless accompanied by an English 
Version ;" which crowns this series of nonsensical 
propositions. "6. That further importations of 
Gerraans should be prohibited ;*' which shuts down 
the gates to prevent farther evil ! 

It is scarcely necessary to say that Parliament 
did not entertain the ridiculous propositions of this 
document, Having been laid before the provincial 
Legislature, " they voted that it contained wicked 
calumnies against numbers of sober and valuable 
inhabitants, and infamous, libellous, false, and 
scandalous assertions against the two branches of 
the Legislature." Smith was arrest^d, ^nd brought 
25 
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before the house; and want of sufficient proof 
that he was the aufhor of the letter — though all 
believed him guilty — ^alone prevented severe meas- 
ures being taken against hira.^ 

Mr. Smith also published matter in the German 
newspaper devoted to the fartheränce of the charity 
school scheme, which proved offensive to the 
Aßsembly.^ One object in view in the establish- 
ment of this paper, as we have seen, was "to 
convey, with greater facility, political and other 
Information to the German Citizens/* This "po- 
litical information" was of c'ourse such as favored 
the "governor's party*' against the policy of the 
Assembly ; showing plainly how this " charity*' 
was made to hide under it a multitude of political 
ponsiderations. 

We find, too, that Mr. Wharton, of Philadelphia, 
in 1755, proposes that the " wrong bias** and the 
general " stubborn genius and ignorance** of the 
Germans " be softened by education,** and to this 
end, he proposes " that faithful Protestant niinisters 
and schoolmasters should be supported among 
them." Still farther, coinciding fully it seeras 
with the wisdom of Mr. Smith, he thinks " their 
children should be taught the English tongue ; 
the government in the meantime should suspend 
the right of voting for members of Assembly ; and 
to incline them the sooner to become English in 
education and feeling, we should compel them to 

1 See Gordon's Hi8t. of Penna., p. 228, 229. See also Hazard's 
Kegister, vol. i., p. 177. 
■ WateOD's Annais, vol. ii. 256, 257. 
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make all bonds and other legal writings in English ; 
and allow no newspaper or almanac to be circu- 
lated among tbem, unless also accompanied by tbe 
Englisb thereof." * 

These are sufficient indices of tbe general feeling 
at tbe time, reigning in tbe minds of certain legal 
leaders, to enable ns to understand at least one 
element tbat lay at tbe foundation of tbis cbarity 
Bcbool sebeme. Instead of resorting to sueb barsb 
and oppressive measures as those suggested by / 
Smitb and Wbarton, it was more wisely concluded 
to secure tbe infiuence of tbe Germans, by such 
mild measures of kindness as tbose manifested in 
getting up tbe scbool fund. So far as it was 
policy, tbo Englisb and tbe Proprietary govern- 
ments could not well bave bit upon one more 
likely to succeed tban to fall in witb tbe benevolent 
labors of Holland and otber parts of tbe continent, ; 
in laboring for tbe religious edueation of tbe 
Germans. Nor could tbey bave committed tbe 
superintendency to better bands tban tbose of Mr. 
Schlatter, wbo was at tbe time tbe ruling spirit in 
tbe Reformed cburcb in tbis country, and wbose 
intiuence was bigbly important to a successful - 
prosecution of tbe work. 

Paul says : " Every way, wbetber in pretence or 
in truth, Christ is preached, I tberein do rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice." In like manner, may we 
rejoice in tbis scbool sebeme ; for though it was a 
false alarm tbat opened tbe way for tbe success of 
Scblatter's appeal into England, and tbe greater 

* See Col. Records, vol. viii. pp. 11-17. 438. 
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1 part of the funds was contributed from motives of 
political advantage, in answer to the alarm of 

1 lying prophets, yet under the guidance of that 
wonderfol Providence which always educes good 

• from evi], it was made a blessing to thousands of 
Germans in Pennsylvania. 

The spirit of political policy in which this scheme 
rested, and which it was ultimately to subserve 
according to the wishes of its English or British 
patrons, did not go undiscovered. Some sharp- 
sighted Gennans, and chief among them was Mr. 
C. Saurs, the energetic Editor of the very influ- 
ential German paper published at Germantown, 
who, though much of a demagogue, was not 
always on the wrong side. He secms to have seeu 
in it a scheme to strengthen the old party, which 
sought to banish Quaker influence from the pro- 
vincial Assembly, by winning the Germans to 
itself through benevolence and kindness. He set 
himself against it, as having been called into exist- 
ence by exaggerated representations of the igno- 
rance of the Germans,^ dishonorable to those who 

* With reference, no doubt to Smith, Wharton, and perhapa 
to Ghandler, all of whom spoke of the ignorance of the 
Germans in yery sweeping terms, and represented them, on 
accoant of this, as dangerous to the government — an alarm 
for which there was little or no ground, as the Province had no 
Citizens more peaceable — a saspicion, moreover, which would 
never have arisen, had not the votes of the Germans fallen on 
the side of the peace-loving Quakers. This was not the last 
time in the history of our country when those out of power 
saw that the country was in danger in the hands of those in 
power. 
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made and believed the reports, and dishonoring 
those to whom they pertained. He saw, or thought 
he saw, in it a trick and a snare — he sounded the 
alarm with earnest German voiee, and there were 
thousands of Qermans in the Province who heard 
and believed his words.' Right or wrong, this 

!X ' ' See Col. Rec. vol. vii. 245. The following letter is also 

< here in place, which, because it throws light on several points, 

we give entire. It was written in German — the translation 

has been made by J. D. Kapp, Esq., and published in Ger. Ref. 

Mess. Nov. 15th, 1848. 

** Germantown, Sept. 6tb, 1755. 
Mr. Gonhad Weiser : 

Beloyed Friend : — Your acceptable letter I rcceived by the 
bearer, and through bim, have replied. Since then, it bas 
occurred to me, whether it is tl*uly so that Gilbert, Tennant, 
SchlaiieTf Peters, Hamilton, Turner, Shippen, Smith, Franklin, 
Muhlenberff, Brunnholtz, Handschuh, have the least regard for 
the Germans of Pennsylvania, as actually to seek to convert 
them ; or whether the establishing of free schools, is not 
rather designed to serve as a foundation upon which to 
establish the thraldom of the Germans, so that each of them 
may secure his propos grandeur, or own private interest. 

Touching Hamilton, Peters, Allen, Turner, Shippen, and 
Franklin, I know very well that they care little about religion, 
much less about improving the Germans ; no farther than the 
stupid Germans could be used as militia-men to protect their 
property. For such persons know not what faith is, or what 
it is to confide in God. Their wealth is their God ; and they 
are mortified that they cannot compel the people to protect their 
Gods. 

Tennant, indeed, may believe that his religion is the best : 
und, if he could by the aid of Schlauer bring it to pass, that 
the Germans would be obliged to support English preachers in 
Philadelphia, and aid in making polished men in Jersey, 
Tennant would gain honor, and Schlatter secure himself a 

25* 
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influeucöeverywherehindered the free introduetiön, 
and erippled the energies of the sehool scheme. 

— ■ .■-■■■—■■» ■■■■■■ ^^ , ■ ■■■■■■■■. ■»■■.! ■■ 

livelihood. Tbe Germans, to please their benofactors, would 
chüose Hamilton, Peters, Shippen, Allen, Turner, etc., etc., to 
the Assembly. They, aided by R. H. M., would pass a militia 
law, establUfaing a regulär soldiery -^ seoure a fized salary for 
ministers and schoolmasters. And then it will not be requisite, 
in future, to write begging letters to Halle, of which they^iave 
afterwards to be ashamed, and be Tiewed as liars, if sent back 
to this country. Fiat I By this means every object is secured, 
and there is no better pretezt than ihe poor'Germans! 

I reside here very publicly, and faaye an opportnnity of 
hearing the opinions of many. One saye: 'I am conscientious 
in regard to haying my children taught at the ezpense of the 
public charity, because I do not stand in need of such aid» for 
I can pay myself.' Others say: ^Where so many differeat 
kinds of children meet, they mntually learn some evil things 
from each otber, rather than good. I will teach my own 
children to read and write ; and I am sorry that other children 
should associate with mine.' Others again say : ' If Oerman 
children learn to speak English, and have intercourse with 
others, they then desire to be dressed aeeording to English 
fashions ; and parents hare a great deal of trouble to get such 
foolish whims out of their heads.' Some others say: 'We, 
the poor people, derive no advantage from the benefaction of 
the king and the Society ; for unless there be a school-house 
erected every ten miles apart, or a schoolmaster employed, it 
is no benefit to the poor ; for if a child has to go a greater 
distaace than flve miles to and from a sehool, the distance will 
be too great to go in the moming and return in the evening ; 
for poor people cannot afford to pay boarding for their children, 
and supply them with the necessary clothing so as to appear 
respectably among the higher classes in life; consequently, 
these schools are iritended for the wealthy only.' They would 
have the poor people petition still to their temporal and eternal 
injury. 

I haye read an English book treating on the Principlcs of 
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The Opposition against this scheme seems to 
bave beeQ strongest among the Reformed, no 
doubt because it was iDtroduced more immediately 
tbrough this Channel, and ostensibly under its 
auspices. Even Mr. Scblatter got into ill repute 
in some quarters, as it seems on account of bis 
connection with ih 

An effort, made in the Spring of 1755, to esta- 
blish a school on the basis of this scheme at New 
Hanover, now calied the Trappe, farnishes a spe- 

Freemasonry, third edition, printed in England : in which I 
füund principles adverse to the kingdom of Jesus Ohrist; yea, 
s complete prohibition of it: and the supporters of free schools 
are Worshipful Masters, Wardens, and Deacons — supporters 
and pillars of Masonrj. Do jou believe they haye anything 
eise ezcept their own interest in yiew ? 

If Mr. Zubly gainsays, I will then confess that I am in an 
error ; for if they would wish to ciroumscribe the bounds of 
sectarianism, Zubly would form one ezception to a thousand. 
Bnt I fear you are afraid of them ; for the pampfalet contains 
a period which reads : ' There is noihing, they {the QV'Okera) 
more fear ihan to see the Germana pay any regard to regulär 
ministers, TFTienever they know any such minister on good terms 
with his peoplCt they immediaiely aMack his character by m^ans 
of this printer^ and distress him by dividing his congregation, 
and encouraging vagäbond and pretended preachers, whom they 
every now and then raise up — this serves a double end/ 

If I consider the foundation of Masonry, as contained in 
their writings, which a certain goldsmith, a Mason, lent to 
Siron, and he lent to me, I do not know faow to estimate Prof. 
Smlth's eulogy on the Author of the book entitled : ' The Life 
of God in the Lote of Man^ except as something politioally 
designed to answer a different purpose. May the Lord ovcr- 
rule all to his honor. 

C. Sau»s." 
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cimeu of this Opposition. Eev. Mr. Muhlenberg, 
in a letter^ to Provost Smith, the Secretary of the 
Trustees of the school fand, says : *' It is knowfl 
that the chief members of our congregation in New 
Hanover laid first of all their humble petition be- 
fore the Honorable Trustees General, offering their 
school-house in an impartial manner for a free- 
school aecording to the Charitable Scheme and 
plan ; for the children of every Protestant persua- 
sion. The Honorable Trustees pleased to answer, 
they would generously comply with our request, 
and grant a free-school, provided the Calvinists 
would join with us, and send in their petition also. 
"We had a public meeting with the Calvinist Mi- 
nisters and the Eiders, and agreed handsomely as 
it seemed, and as by their underwritten petition, 
and my relation, plainly appears. Soon after our 
joining and agreeing, the Eev. Mr. Schlatter camo 
up to New Hanover and delivered a sermon re- 
lating to the Charitable Scheme. His people be- 
gan to whisper and murmur, and part of them say- 
ing: "they would have nothing to do with the 
free-school, if Mr. Schlatter had a band in it." It 
was proposed to build a common school house 
under the rules of this scheme ; but the Reformed 
would not fall in with it. Meanwhile the plan of 
the charitable scheme was printed and sent up by 
Mr. Schlatter. It was publicly read in the Ee- 

^ See a copy of this Letter in Ger. Ref. Messenger, Nov. 8th, 
1848. The original is in the hands of J. D. Rupp, obtained 
from Rev. D. Weiser, of Goshenhoppen. 
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formed congregation ; but "some of the Eiders 
declared openly, tbat they would not meddle with 
the free-school, because Mr. Schlatter was to be 
the Supervisor." Rev. Mr. Leydich, then the Pas- 
tor of the German Reformed Church in that place, 
feit disposed to favor the project, and was willing 
that Mr. Schlatter, who proposed to come up to 
New Hannover and preach on the subject, should 
do so in the Reformed Church ; but the Eiders 
were sternly opposed, and said " that by no means 
the pulpit should be opened to Mr. Schlatter, or 
otherwise they would abuse him." Mr. Leydich, 
who was anxious to avoid trouble, and spare the 
feelings of Mr. Schlatter, requested Mr. Muhlen- 
berg to inform him of the circumstance, and re- 
quest him not to press bis request. The Reformed 
farther said they would decline all further action 
in reference to the scheme tili " they had sent let- 
ters to the Rev. Synods of Holland, and enquired 
whether they thought it advisable to meddle with 
this common scheme and plan; and, moreover, 
they would send letters to England and enquire 
what man or person had represented the Germans 
so ignorant, black, and rebellious?" Mr. Muhlen- 
berg adds : " Since they have seen Mr. Saur's ob- 
servations in bis newspapers, and. the scandal and 
blame Mr. Saurs has imposed upon the innocent, 
charitable scheme, and the Rev. M. Schlatter, they 
are glad that their eyes are opened and have not 
meddled with the scheme, and blame me too, that 
I had a mind to ensnare them. The Eiders of the 
Lutheran congregation and their chosen deputies 
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are casy and have nothiog to saj agaiost the Rer. 
M. Schlatter, Supervisor, aod wait wbat the Hon- 
orable Truatees-general will detenuine in this 
matter." 

Mr. Muhlenberg iotimateB that tbia Opposition 
Springs, partly at least, from a feeling of woanded 
pride. In tbis fae was no doabt correct. Tbe 
Germans were inceased at the idea of beiag repre- 
eented in tbe Old and New world as ignorant, stub- 
boro, rebellious and dangerons to the State; and 
at the same time, as proper snbjects to be bribed 
and civilized by a foreign cbarity. It was, in a 
measnre at least, a just Indignation ; and we feel 
disposed first to blame them Bomewhat for a lack 
of humility, and then to praise them more for tbeir 
. manliness and sense of honor. The Crermans have 
been ignorant in some perioda of tbeir hiatory, and 
80 bave all other nations ; but lesa perhaps tban 
all otherB bave tbey been cbildren that could be 
bribed witb amall gifls and favors, er eiaves ready 
to be eold to tbe highest bidder, to serve tbose 
who desired to use them for the purpose of fortify- 
ing tbemselves in position and power. 

Mr. Muhlenberg eorreetly argued that though 

eorae migbt not need the edncational bencfita of 

this cbarity, there were many poor cbildren of the 

several denominations who did ; and that tbese 

onght not to be made losers by frustrating tbe 

Bcheme. But he aske in a spirit of sbarpncss to 

not much given, "Should a parcel 

eads have so much influence as to 

lor of poorchildren of the iutended 
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charity? To give an offence to so many well- 
minded Germans in America? To provoke the 
Illustrious Society and the Honorable Trustees to 
just indignation ? And to make a German print- 
er^ and bis associates laugh and bollow ? I tbink 
in niy bumble opinion, it be against tbe intention 
of tbe German benefactors and tbe cbaritable 
scbeme to force and press tbo cbaritable gifis upon 
8ome people, of wbat denomination soever, wbo 
count tbemselves to be rieb, and to bave need of 
nothing." Tbe writer's mistake consists in calling 
that whim, which we bave seen was rather a prin- 
ciple; and in ascribing to a boasting spirit of 
pride and self-suflSeiency that whicb evidently 
sprang from tbe honest belief that tbe wbole 
sclieme, as conducted, consciously by some and 
unconsciously by others, was a bait and a bribe 
under the sacred name of charity. 

The Coetus, with tbe presence and influence of 
Mr. Schlatter in it, and having as yet seen no 
clear dcvelopments of sinister designs on tbe part 
of its managers, seem at first to bave regarded 
tbis scbool scbeme with favor and bope. They 
even feit disposed to counteract, so far as possible, 
the influence whicb Mr. Saurs was exerting against 
it. In tbe proceedings of Coetus beld in Lancaster 
in April in the year 1755, it was resolved " to re- 
present to the Honorable Directors in the name of 
Coetus the unbecoming conduct of tbe Editor Saurs 
in Germantown, wbo is and remains, a constant 

> He evidently refers to Saars. 



800 LIFE AND LABORS OP SCHLATTER. , 

enemy to the Protestant church assemblies, and so 
also of the New School institiitions, and humbly 
ask whether the Honorable Directore, if it were 
possible, might not bethink themselves of ßome 
measures by whkh to hinder him from frustrating 
this useful work, or in remaining a continual pre- 
judice to the Protestant religion." 

On the same occaaion, they express themselves 
as expecting mueh good to be derived from this 
"praiseworthy undertaking." They resolve to 
send a letter of thanks to the general Trustees in 
Philadelphia. The Trustees had laid several ques- 
tions before them in writing, namely : " How many 
ministers, beyond those already in service, might 
yet be required, and where they are needed ? and 
also how many schoolmasters are needed, and in i 

what places?*' It seems also that the Trustees 
proposed to add something' to the salary of eaeh 
minister in such measure as he might need it and 
render service, no donbt by catechising in the 
schools. Mr. Schlatter was requested, in the name 
of the ministers of Coetus, to answer the questions 
proposed by the Trustees, to confer with them on 
this point, and conscientiously to represent the 
several circumstances of the ministers in reference 
to their proposal. 

The Trustees also inquired of Coetus whether 
one or two of the ministers would not be able and 
willing, besides their ordinary duties, also to take 
nnder their instruction several youths, who might 
afterwards be employed in the Church as school« I 

masters. The Coetus decided that Revs. Otterbein i 
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and Stoy would be suited to render such service, 
and accordingly proposed them for that purpose. 

We find, however, that very soon after this, 
their views and feelings had undergone a change. 
It begau to appear pretiy clearly that the main ob- 
ject which the patrons of these schools had in view 
was a political one, and that they were not calcu- 
lated to benefit the German Eeformed Church 
very directly or extensively. Indeed, it seems that 
the Coetus had well nigh lost all confidence in 
them; and though they still co-operated in a 
measure in the scheme, they did so more for the 
general good, which they hoped they might sub- 
serve, than from any expectation that they would 
directly benefit the Church. In a Latin letter of 
Eev. William Stoy, in which he communicates to 
the Fathers in Holland the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of Coetus held sometime in the autumn of the 
year 1755, he says, at the close : " At last, we have 
reached the time to speak of those schools, under 
their own name called charitable, and of which the 
inspection was given to Rev. Schlatter. Of what 
future use they will be to us we are thus far Igno- 
rant. Apparently, at least, and almost certainly, 
they will not be of much service, either publicly 
or privately, to our Church. For the only object 
of these schools is to extend the English language^ 

' This is not a fancy. The Trustees themselves, when the 
application from the Presbyterian Synod for a part of this 
charity was made» avowed this ; and it stood for some time as 
a difficulty in the way of favoring that application which they 
knew not well how to overcome. 

26 
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among the Germans, and so thc object is a political 
one ; hence our Oerman schools can expect nothing, 
as examples testify. 

Wbat has appeared to ns especially straDge and 
foreign is, that for the directing and mana^ng 
of these sohools uuder the auspices of the Beverend 
Trustees, have been set — ^the Beformed at Lancas- 
ter having been entirely passed over — Zinzindor- 
fians, Quakers, ßeparatists, perchanee even Deists, 
and others of this class. Would you then trast a 
wolf to have charge of the fleece-bearing flocks ? 
This, however, was a little changed after we had 
complained about it, but not without hatred being 
excited against onrselves ; for when we objected to 
the arrangement as not being in accordance with 
the wishes of the Venerable Fathers, Bev. Smith, 
the Secretary of the Trustees, in a letter to Domine 
Otterbein, responded: The Fathers in Holland 
have nothing to do with the schools. Nay, also 
on a certain occasion, a certain one was obliged to 
hear these words : ' The Lutherans are nigher to 
the Church of England, which is Episcopal, than 
the Calvinists are.' Which, in faot, we are testing: 
for, in a certain manner, to ns applies the com- 
plaint of the poet ; 

Yos non Tobis mellificatis apes. 
* You are bees not making honey for yourselves.' 
But as to what belongs to this whole business, and 
in what manner it must be regulated and con- 
ducted, the scheme of it can be seen as published 
in a certain pamphlet printed in this place, under 
the title: *A Brief Historj' of the Charitable 
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Scheme for Instructing poor Germans in Pennsyl- 
vania/ The Gymnasium, as we expected, is at a 
stand, or remains suspended."^ 

Thus, it appears the feeling reigned in the 
Coetus, that, as regards religion, the conducting of 
the schools was not in reliable hands ; sympathis- 
ing with the views of Mr. Saurs in the belief that, 

* In 1749, HD Academy was founded in Philadelphia by a 
few distinguished and public-spirited individuals, among whom 
is found the name of Benjamin Franklin. In 1750, an English, 
Latin, and Mathcmatical school was opened in the Academj. 
In 1753, this institution was incorporated by the Proprietaries 
of Pennsylvania. " In order to extend its sphere of asefulness, 
a new charter was granted in 1755, by the provisions of which 
a College was grafted upon the former Academy; and after 
the addition of this new department, the institution was 
denominated, * The College, Academy, and Charitable School 
of Philadelphia, in the Province of Pennsylvania.' " Hazard's 
Register, vol. ii^ p. 307. Thus the charity scheme was, it 
seems, associated with this institution. From the reference to 
it in the text, it seems that the institution had been suspended,''*' 
and this in Corporation of the charity feature, with help of the 
fund, revived it again. " In 1779, probably under the influ- 
ence of feelings excited by the Revolutionary struggle, the 
General Assembly passed an act annuUing the charters above 
mentionedy modelling the Seminary upon its present form, 
under the name of ' The University of the State of Pennsylva- 
nia,' and yesting in the Trustees of this new Corporation all the 
franchises and estates of * The Trustees of the College, Acade- 
my, and Charitable School of Philadelphia, in the Province of 
.Pennsylvania.' " Hazard's Register, p. 307. Ten years later, 
.1789, the new Charter was annulled and the old one restored. 
There are some circumstances which indicate that the fund 
itself, or part of it, passed at last into this institution. See 
Watson's Annais, vol. i., 417. 

* "Gymnaflinm quod sperayimus haeret," says Dr. Stuy. 
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at bottom, lay not only a political motive but 
also a sectarian one, wbicb boped tbat ultimately 
tbese scbools would subserve the interests of tbe 
English Church. The German Reformed were to 
make honey for others. 

In 1757, the Coetus, in a letter to Holland, 
alludes to the school-scheme in the eame spirit, 
and evidently under the influence of the same 
convictions. Refening to it in 1757, they say : " It 
may be said, however, that we can do little toward 
advancing the scbools; beeause the directors are 
bent on making them all English, and care nothing 
for the German language. Hence, now as before, 
the Germans themselves aught to look out for 
scbools in ivhich their children may be trained up 
in the German mode. But scbools, as well as 
churches, in very many places, suffer great loss 
during these times of calamity and war, which 
may God in bis mercy speedily remove." 

The want cf confidence possessing the minds of 
the ministers of the Coßtus seems to have begotten 
a corresponding coldness in the feelings of the 
Trustees toward them, so that there appears to 
have existed a growing disposition to slight them, 
or, at least, to manifest great tardiness in giving 
them their dues. In October, 1760, they say to 
the Fatbers : " In regard to the charities of the 
Honorable London Society, we have hitherto 
obtained our part, yet not without trouble. Last 
year we received none ; and, after making inquiry 
two or three times, we received for answer, that 
the last amount of money sent over was too small, 
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that th'ey could not resolve to give any before this 
year, when they should have heard from the So- 
ciety." 

In October, 1761, we have the foUowing in the 
way of history and complaint : — 

"We now find it necessary to epeak of the 
charities of the Honorable Society in London. 
On the 16th of June, 1766, they were received for 
the firBt time, and it was then decided that on the 
Ist of July of the eame year another year should 
begin. Then we received three times of those 
gifts; consequently, there will be, on the Ist of 
July, two years standing back. We made inquiry 
in diflferent ways, but. could not get a positive 
answer. Several days ago, hope was given to Rev. 
Alsentz that the gifts should be continued yet 
another year. But for the two years now Coming 
to a close, we have not yet received anything. On 
this account, we have, at this meeting of Coetus, 
again addressed ourselves to the Trustees of the 
Society ; whether we shall now receive anything 
we will know in a short time. In general, we 
may say that, so far as we know, there are only 
three yet in existence, of which two are entirely 
English, and one, half German." 

It seems that the civil authorities of Holland, in 
part of their contributions at least, acted through 
and with the London Society. January lOth, 
1760, Mr. Chandler, of London, in a letter to Rev. 
Kulenkamp, of Amsterdam, rejoices that "the 
High and Mighty Estates" of Holland have grantcd 
the sum of one thousand five hundred florins to 
26* 



806 LIFE AND LABOBS OF 6CHLATTER. 

this work of cbarity for two years longer. He also 
mentions tbat the king of England bad, up to that 
time, himself contribated £400 Sterling annnally, 
and adds : " Nor will tbe Royal bounty fall, I 
tbink, as long as yonr Pennsylvania ministers need 
aid, and tbeir straitened circnmstances prevent tbe 
edneation of tbe cbildren under tbeir care, and tbe 
Higb and Migbty Estates of Holland see fit to 
fornisb tbeir qaota toward tbis good work." Tbat 
wbicb tbe Synods of Holland contributed directly 
to tbe Support of tbe ministers in Pennsylvania 
was distributed tbrough tbe Goetns. 

Altbougb tbe cbarity scbeme contended with 
tbe diffieulties wbicb we bave sougbt impartially 
to describe, considerable success attended tbe 
efforts of its friends. A nnmber of scbools, sup- 
ported wbolly, or in part, from tbis cbarity, were 
pnt in soccessful Operation among tbe Germans.^ . 

> AccordiDg to a report made by Provost Smith, to Mr. 
Ghandler, of London, (1760,) schools were then kept up at tho 
foUowing places : 

New Providence, in Philadelphia Gounty.. . . 50 Boys. 

üpperDublin 48 " 

Northampton, in Backs County ^ 60 

Lancaster, in Lancaster Coanty 65 

York, in York County 66 

New Hanover, in Berks Coanty 45 " 

Reading, " " 36 

Vincent, in Chester Coanty 45 

> Presbyterian School, where are edacated for 

the Holy Ministry 25 yoang men. 

These numbers were collected by Rev. Smith, during the 
antomn of last year, at which time they were less crowded, 
since many of the boys were obliged to aid in taking in the 
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We find also that the Presbyteriana made applica- 
tion for a part in the benefits of this fund as early 
as 1755, which was immediately after it became 
available. 

At its Session in Philadelphia, May 23d, 1744, 
at the Suggestion of the Presbyteries of Philadel- 
phia, New Castle, and Donegal, the Synod of 
Philadelphia founded a sehool, as they say, "to 
edueate youth for supplying our vacaneies." The 
sehool was to be supported by annual contribu- 
tions from the churches. It was to be free, and 
all "persons who may please may send their chil- 
dren and have them instructed gratis in the lan- 
gnages, philosophy, and divinity." ^ It was found 
that the sehool did not sustain itself, and was kept 
up with difficulty, being an annual tax on the 
Synod. In May, 1755, the sehool being down at 
the time, an effort was made to reopen it ; and it 
was "ordered that application be made to the 
Trustees of the German schools to procure a sum 
of money to encourage our sehool, engaging to 
teach some Dutch^ children the English tongue, 
and three or four boys Latin or Greek, if they 
offer themselves: and that Mr. Sampson Smith 
open the sehool at Chestnut Level so soon as this 
favor is obtained; and that Messrs. Cross and 

harvest. But, in the winter, these schools frequently contain 
600 pupils ; and, before the inyasions and butcheries of the 
Indiana, when those of Easton and Godoras were in a flourish- 
ing condition, the number rose as high as 750.'' — Dr. Chandr 
ler^s Letter to Bev» KuUnkamp, 

> Records of the Presb. Church, p. 173, 174. 

* They evidently mean to say " German children." 
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Alison draw tip and present an address to the 
Trastees of the Oerman schools. If the snm 
obtained be less than twenty pounds currency, and 
not less than fifteen pounds, the Synod shall allow 
to the school five pounds." ' 

Objections were raised in the Board to granting 
this application. It was thought by some that 
it was diverting the fiind from its original intention. 
" The Trustees were also of opinion that it did not 
fall in directly under the great design for promoting 
the English tongue among Germans."« It was 
urged that it might give offence to the Germana 
to make this grant to an English Synod, as they 
considered this fund "for their sole benefit." The 
Synod plead that the school had been open " to the 
Gennan nation, and two of the present Eeformed 
ministers, born in this country, were educated 
there." The Trustees considered this as having 
weight, and also called to mind that the church of 
Scotland had contributed part of the fund ; regard- 
ing this as furniehing justification, they granted 
the Synod the sum of £S0 Sterling, which they 
gratefally acknowledged.^ 

' Records of the Presb. Charch, p. 218. 

« Idem, p. 226. 

* " Phila. May 25th, 1757. The Synod being informed that 
the honorable Trustees of the fund for the German emigrants, 
&c., in Pennsylvania, have generously received our petition, 
requesting their favor and assistance to encourage learning, 
and to raaintain a school or schools under the care of this 
Synod, and have transmitted it to the honorable Trustees, for 
the same purpose, in London, and haye recommended the 
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Supplies from this fand seem to have been con- 
tinued to the Pennsylvania schools for the space 
of about eight years. So far as we know, there 
was nothing received after the year 1762. On the 
records of the Presbyterian Synodatameeting in 
Philadelphia, May 19th, 1762, there appears the 
foUowing minute : " Dr. Alison informs the Synod, 
that he has in bis hands some money allowed out 
of the German fand for supporting a school, of 
which he will give an account before our Synod 
breaks up, or at our next annual Synodical meet- 
ing ; and further informs us, that the fund for the 
German emigrants is now exhausted, and it is 
supposed that any further supplies from that fund 
can hardly be expected.*'^ We find no referenee 
to it in any of the documents of the Reformed 
Coetus later than this. 

As the fund was in the form of an endowment, 
the interest of which only was to be appropriated 
to the Support of schools, it could of course not be 
"exhausted." It was evidently gradually seen 
that it did not accomplish the object in view, and 

Synod, and their pious and good designs, so effectually to their 
regard, that they have been pleased to grant our request. 
Ordered, that Messrs Grop and Alison wait on the honorable 
Trustees at their next meeting, and, in the name of the Synod, 
gratefully acknowledgo their favors ; and that they do what- 
e^er eise may be necessary in said affair. And that, if Mr. 
Provost Smith come here, thank him in the name of the Synod, 
for the particular regard he has shown, and the care he has 
taken." — Records of the Presb. Church,p. 225. See also p. 
225-227, 229. 

* Records of the Presb. Gburch, p. 315. 
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was therefore at length abandoned for reasons that 
mast be piain to every one, from its historj as we 
have recorded it. Those who had the control of 
the fand, no donbt, fonnd Bome more promising 
object to which to apply the capital. 

We wonld here add that Mr. Schlatter did not 
remain Superintendent of these schools longer 
than tili about the middle of the year 1757. 
Whether the discouragements with which the 
scheme met, or a loss of confidence in it, cauaed 
bis withdrawaly cannot perhaps now be known. 



CHAPTER IX. 

SCHLATTEfi AKD THB 0<ETÜS. 

1756. 

About this time an unfortunate difficulty oc- 
curred between the Coetus and Mr. Schlatter, 
which evidently rose out of a mere misunderstand- 
ing, and was by a combination of circumstances, 
and hostile influence from a foreign source, nursed 
into an evil which cast its shadow over all the re- 
mainder of the worthy man's life, and was the 
occasion of turning it, in a measure, into another 
Channel. It furnishes another illustration of the 
fact, so abundantly verified in history, that great 
effects depend on little causes ; and shows how it 
is the Sport of lawless winds to toss ocean into 
tempest, even though it be only 

" To waft a feather or to drown a fly." 

We will endeavor to bring to light the cause, 
and relate the history of this difficulty, leaving the 
reader to draw his own conclusions, either against, 
or in accordance with, reflections and conclusions 
of our own. 

We have already referred to the fact, that during 

the meeting of Coetus held at Lancaster, April 9th, 

1765, Mr. Schlatter was requested, in connection 

with his duties as Superintendent of the charity 

(311) 
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schools, and during his travels through the land 
on that business, also to visit the congregations 
and inquire into their condition. It was at the 
eame time resolved, that one of the ministers of 
Coetus shoald annually be appointed to perform 
this daty, it being designed as a permanent ar- 
rangement. The appointment for the first year 
feil upon Mr. Schlatter, by the unanimous vote of 
Coetus ; no doubt because it coald be so well com- 
bined with tbe agency which he had nndertaken 
in behalf of the charity schools. This arrange- 
ment seems to have been not so much a new thing 
as the continuation of an old one, nnder a some- 
what different form. There are incidental allu- 
sions in the correspondence between the Ccetus 
and the Fathers in Holland, which indicate that, 
since his return from Europe in 1752 up to that 
time, Mr. Schlatter had been entrusted with a 
similar kind of general superintendency by the 
authorities of Holland. Thus we find, for in- 
stance, that he was most prominent in the loca- 
tion and installation of the young ministers which 
he brought with him. It is evident also that he 
did not confine his labors whoUy to Philadelphia ; 
but gave them a general bearing. Indeed it seems 
natural that this should have been so from his pre- 
vious Position and labors in the American church ; 
and now also to enable him to carry out and ren- 
der efficient the results of his successful mission to 
Europe. We have seen that there were from time 
to time Bome troublesome spirits in the Coetus, and 
lingering around it. To such, it seems, the posi- 



\^ 



A * 



. 8CHLATT£R AND THB C(BTUS. 813 

tion and general work assigned to Mr. Schlatter, 
appeared identical with a lordöhip over Qod's 
heritage, Jealousies arose, which, fanned by ill- 
disposed outside influences, led to representations, 
true or false, which induced the Fathers to conclude 
that it was best to remove the offence by with- 
drawing from Mr. Schlatter the powers of a general 
superintendency. 

Meanwhije Coetus had entrusted to Mr. Schlatter 
the duty of transmitting to the Fathers the Coetal 
acts and proceedings : which he -did, accompany- 
ing them with a private letter, as was always done, 
giving such explanations as seemed necessary, and 
making such reflections as the circumstances, and 
bis own mind, niight suggest at the time. Wben 
the' Coetus received the usual ieplies from the Fa-^ 
thers, with their review of the miniites and their 
remärks üpon them, these letters were thought to 
iridicate ttfat Mr. Schlatter had transcended bis in- 

stractions, and had conimunicated matters whicK 

» » . ... 

the Coetus had not authorized, fesp^cially in regard 
to bis appbintment to visit the ifhurches. ' 'So 
Coetus, or at lelast a inäjority in it, charged in their 
action of the year 1766, as appears from their re- 
ply and report to the Fathers in Holland. We 
quote the whole of their words, faithfully trans- 
lated from their letter, written in Latin by Rev. 
Stoy, and sent under sanction of Coetus.' 

1 The original is in tbe hands of Rev. Dr. ]>ewitt of New 
York, through whose kindness we haye been granted ibe use 
of it. 

27 
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After some gßneral remarks, they saj: "With 
regard to your letters themselvesy we understand 
from them tbat to our Goetal proceedings of the 
former year, Bev. Schlatter added a letter contain- 
ing many different things, of which there was no 
mentioQ in the proceedings tbemselves. This 
appears to be not unlike fraud. And wbat is not 
contained in tbe proceedings cannot be placed to 
our account. Let Mr. Scblatter be responsible for 
tbat bimself ; wbona, couldüt bave been with the 
permission of the venerable Fatbers, we would 
bave preferred as being our amanuensis to bis 
being tbe Superintendent. Indeed, the powers of 
action imparted to bim by us, we bad circumscribed 
to such restricted limits tbat be might do nothing 
whatever with out our knowledge. Neither was 
compulsion needed, nor many persuasions to induce 
Mr. Scblatter to undertake the office. Kather, on 
the other hand, we observed bim to be inclined to 
it. Nay, of his own accord, he presented bimself. 
Not unwillingly he undertook it; knowing tbat 
the burthen of the schools would not be too great 
for bim. Thus we assented to Mr. Scblatter's 
wisbes for the sake of preserving friendship ; but 
even npw, respectingMr. Schlatter, again dismissed, 
we not only subrait ourselves to your wishes with 
all due obedience, but also ask pardon for the sin 
committed in receiving Mr. Scblatter again con- 
trary to your wishes, and we grieve tbat at least 
some amongst us, from their too great love of Mr. 
Schlatter, were not sufficiently cautious, and suf- 
fered bim to abuse their candor and integrity." 
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In the remark that "at least somc," in the 
Coetus were led to the reappointment of Mr. Schlat- 
ter, after the Fathers had concluded that it was 
best for the peaee and prosperity of the churcb, 
that he shonld cease frora that oflBce — "from too 
great love of him," implies that there were some 
also who were not favorable to him, and who 
would therefore be in a position to keep a close 
watch, and put a severe construction upon his acta, 
There is no evidence that, in even desiring that a 
kind of oversight of the general field shonld be 
entrusted to him in connection with his school 
agency, he was not actuated by a sincere desire to 
proraote the general good of the church, to whose 
interests he had given such abundant evidence of 
attachment. Knowing as they did that his acting 
in that capacity was neither regarded expedient on 
the part of the Fathers, nor agreeable to the 
wishes of some in the Coetus, they manifested far 
too niuch policy and too little faithfulness, in re- 
newing it from considerations of personal friend- 
ship. It only shows how weak are all raen ; and 
what an evil thing it is to " know men after the 
flesh.". Suppose even that it had been weakness, 
rather than love for the church, which caused him 
to desire the appointment, there is greater weak- 
ness and less love of the church manifested in 
conferring it upon him underthose circumstances. 

In regard to his having added to the minutes of 
Coetus, in transmitting them " a letter containing 
many different things of which there was no 
mention in the proceedings themselves," we may 
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say that tbis snppoaition — for tbey only infer it — 
Oüght not to be bastily entered against the testi* 
mony of many years to bis fidelity, to wbicb Coetus 
itself often testified. We bave already said that 
it was customary, before and after tbat time, for 
tbe Secretaiy wbo transmitted tbe minutes, to 
accompany tbem witb a letter of bis own^in wbicb 
oflen free scope was given to remark and reflection. 
Indeed, tbis was desirable in tbe circumstances ; 
for tbe bare proceedings of Ccetns necessarily brief 
and more or less formal, woold convey but an 
imperfect picture of tbe State of tbe cburcb, its 
progresSy prospects, and wants. Mr. Scblatter's 
relations to tbe Fatbers in Holland as formerly 
introsted by tbem witb an important general com- 
n^ission, as well as tbe prominent part be bad acted 
in tbis conntry, were sncb as to make it natural 
and proper for bim to be familiär and free in bis 
Communications. In these circumstances, it is 
easy to conceive tbat be migbtiiave given bis views 
and opinions to sucb an extent, and witb such 
freedom, as to give a complexion to tbe reply from 
tbe Fatbers, wbicb could easily be so construed as 
to give rise to a suspicion tbat be bad communi- 
cated tbings different from tbe contents of tbe 
Coetal acts. 

The letter on wbicb the blame rests does not 
seem to be extant; bat there are others accessible, 
written by other secretaries, under similar circum- 
stances, which bave suggested to us tbis explana- 
tion of the unfortunate occurrence; and which 
convince us that all may be fairly and fuUy 
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explained in the way indicated, without resorting 
to a Position which is hardly reconcilable with the 
law of charity. Indeed, there is extant a similar 
letter from Mr. Schlatter Hmself, which accom- 
panied the minutes of 1755, free and familiär, but 
characterized by a remarkably kind, hopeful, and 
modest Christian spirit.^ 

We have also remarked, in the beginning of 
this chapter, that there were hostile influences from 
a foreign source which acted no small part in 
placing Mr. Schlatter in a false light before the 
Oerman churches, and in inciting and increasing 
the difficulties between him and the Coetus. He 
had an influential enemy in Mr. Saurs, who edited 
a widely circulated Qerman paperin Germantown. 
We have elsewhere^ spoken of the earnest conflict 
in early times between the Governors and the 
Assembly, or between what was calied the " Qo- 
vernor's party" and the Quakers, to whom the 
Germans adhered, sastaining them and their influ- 
ence in the Assembly. We have also elsewhere^ 
related that Mr. Schlatter, from the very first, 
stood high in the favor of the anthorities, especially 
with those who stood opposed to Quaker policy, 
and were therefore regarded as more loyal to the 
policy of the English government. This position 

" See a copy ofit in Dr. Mayer's MSS. vol. i. p. 31, 32, 33. 
It is written ia the Datch language. We haye translated and 
giren some extracts from it in a previoas chapter. 

' See the chapter on Schlatter and the Charity Sohools. 

' See the chapter on Schlatter's Chaplaincy in the French 
War. 

27* 
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of Mr. Schlauer and bis influence among the Ger- 
xnans awakened the jealousy and ill-)vill of Mr. 
Saurs, who favored the Quaker policy. Hence, he 
Bought early opportunity and occadion to bring 
Mr. Schlatter into bad repute, of which bis paper, 
from 1747 to 1757, furnisbes abnndant proof.^ 
He found fault with bim for the manner in which 
he settled the old claim against Eider Reif, in 
regard to the money and Bibles which Mr. Reif 
had collected in Holland and failed to pnt to their 
intended use, though the whole transaction was 
laid before Coetus and the Fathers in Holland, and 
by them fully approved.^ He took ßides against 

* We hare obtained numeroas eztracts from Saurs' paper 
tbroogh the kindness of John F. Watson, of Germantown» 
Author of '* The . AnnalB of Philadelphia/' which verify thia 
remark. 

' ** Since, for some time past, I have been very much wounded 
by certain coarse and false charges in regard to the money 
which, Bome eighteen years ago, was sent, through Mr. Jacob 
Reif, from the Synode of Sonth and North Holland, for the 
benefit of the Beformed in Pennsylvania, I have thonght it 
necessary, in order to establish my innocence and contradict 
such slanders, to pnblish the present extract in the public 
papers. It is an extract taken from a testimonial which my 
Reverend and beloved brethren in the holy office gaye me at 
their last meeting after they had inyestigated this matter, and 
runs as follows : 

'After preyious careful ezamination of*the matter, and 
agreeably to the witness of cur consoience, we- giye to our 
brother, Pastor Schlatter, this testimonial, that publicly and 
to all men, may be known as follows : 

' Mr. Schlatter, pastor in Philadelphia and Germantown, in 
the matter of the money collected in Holland by Jacob Reif, 
by receiying 100 Spanish pistoles, has done nothing eise than 
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him in the unfortunate strife occasioned by Mr. 
Steiner and bis party in Philadelphia, thougb 
three tribunals — the Coetüs, the six arbitrators by 

bis daty, and hos acted in aooordanoo with the ezpress instrao- . 
tions 6ent over to him during the paet jear by letter from the 
Beverend Synod of South Holland in regard to tbis money, 
which Instructions be bas conscientiously and faithfully fol- 
lowed, even thougb, previous to the reception of these Orders 
from Holland, from love to bis congregation, Mr. Schlatter bad 
already given to the respected eiders bere nearly one-half of it, 
which, bowever, be hopes to be able to answer for at the proper 
tribunal ; of which, also, we have been fully assured from an 
account of it which bas been submitted to us. In testimony 
wbereof, tbis bas been signed and confirmed by the Signatare 
of our own names. 

JoH. Barth. Beiger, p. t. Prseses. 

George Michael Weiss, p. t. Scriba. 

JoH. Philip Leydich, in Falkner Schwam. 

Phüa. Oct 2Uh, 1749." 

Michael Schlatter, Pastor in Philadelphia. 
From Saure Paper, Nov. I6th, 1749, also Dec. Ist, 1749. 

That these slanders were again revived at a later day, the 
following eztracts will show. Malice, like a drowned man, 
holds on to its yain refuge after it bas long been dead. 

" Bey. Schlatter bas accounted to us, to our fall satisfaction, 
in relation to the money which Beif coUected ; it amounts to 
200 florins ; be paid 100 florins of it to the oongregation in 
Germantown, and as much to the congregation at Skippaob.'' 
— Coeial Min., April, 1755. 

'*Bey. Schlatter presented bis reckoning in regard to the 
800 Bibles before the Goetus, in which ^e bas giyen new eyi- 
dence of bis bonesty and faithfalness, whereupon we gaye him 
a testimonial, or receipt, to that effect. Mr. Schlatter bas yet 
fifty folios, and of the 800, 100 in band ; the distribation of 
these was laid npon bim." — Ooetäl Min., April, 1755. 
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whom it was finall j decided, and the Fathers in 
Holland — had pronoanced Mr. Schlatter to be in 
the right and the introders in the wrong. He was, 
as may elsewhere be seen in this voIume, an espe- 
cially bitter enemy of the charity school scheme, 
with which Mr. Schlatter was so intimately identi- 
fied.. 

Saurs' paper, at that time, had an almost un- 
bounded influence among the Qermans. Its word 
was law with thousands. It not only sought to 
make new enemies for Schlatter, but it appealed 
in various ways and with acute worldly wisdom, 
to the worst feelings and passions of his old ene- 
mies in Philadelphia and elsewhere. By influence 
like this, kept up against him from various sources, 
and for a length of time, many well-disposed per- 
sons were unconsciously made to participate in the 
unjust prejudice against him. 

This Opposition and prejudice was, no doubt, 
the cause of his remaining so short a time in the 
Service of the schools; and helps to account for 
the comparative want of success in the whole 
scheme. This also did much, if not to create, to 
increase that indifference in regard to the schools 
which we have seen, in a former chapter, existed 
in the Coetus, and in the churches under its care. 
This, also, was not without its silent effect upon 
the feelings of Coetus in reference to Mr. Schlatter. 
More than all this, though, there were deeper 
infiuences which, operating as cause, had, beyond 
doubt, much to do in making him willing to accept 
the chaplaincy in the army, of which we shall 
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hereafter speak. There seemed to be promise of 
relief to wounded feelings in turning away, for a 
time at leasl:, from scenes over which trouble had 
epread its gloomy shadows, and where even best 
friends, if in no other way, by eignificant silence 
sbowed Signa of alienation, nnder the pressure of 
unfriendly surroundings, too strong to withstand 
and too stubborn to control. 



CHAPTER X. 

ECHLATTBB'S CHAPLAINCY in THE FBENCH WAB. 

1757-1759. 

Mb. Schlatteb's mission to this country^was 
of such a character as from the very first to com- 
mand the respect of the civil authorities. He 
brought with him " important recommendations to 
our government," says Dr. Muhlenberg, "and 
came to be greatly respected by the rulers.^" The 
feeling in those early earnest times was deeper 
than it is now that religion is an indispensable ele- 
ment in the peace and stability of government ; 
and the authorities saw in Mr. Sehlatter's mission 
a great religious blessing to the Germans in this 
country, and through them a lasting advantage to 
the civil interests of the land. The respect thus 
awarded him at his first arrival, he retained to the 
end of his life, receiving many marks of considera- 
tion from those in official places. Among other 
evidences of high public estimation was his ap« 
pointment to a chaplaincy in the Royal American 
Regiment, both in the French war and at the be- 
ginning of the Revolutionary struggle. 

After the defeat of General Braddock, the chief 
direction of the war was given to the Earl of Lou- 

> Hai. Nach. p. 660. 

(322) 
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don, who, as appointed Governor of Virginia, and 
Colonel of the Royal American Eegiment, arrived 
in this country about the middle of the year 1756. 
Many of the Germans, some from conscientions 
Bcraples in regard to the propriety of Christians 
going, to war, and others from that love of quiet- 
ness and peace which characterized them in their 
rural districts, were averse to the war in which 
the English colonial government feit it necessary 
to engage against the encroachments of the 
French. In order to inducc the Germans and 
Swiss Bettlers — who, from their mutual sympa- 
thies, were drawn close together, forming in a 
raeasure distinct communities, with their own 
language and peculiar manners — to engage more 
readily in the Royal Service, Parliament, in the 
early part of the year 1756, passed an act pro- 
viding for the appointment of German, Swiss, and 
Dutch Protestants as oflScers.^ By the same Par- 

' Ool. Bec. of Pa., vol. vii., p. 180. " It having been repre- 
sented that a number of the foreign settlers in America might 
be more willing to enter in the King's Service if they were 
commanded by officers of their own country, an act of Parlia- 
ment has been passed, of which I send yon, enclosed, a printed 
copy, enabling his Majesty to grant commissions to a certain 
number of German, Swiss, and Dutch Protestants, who have 
served as officers or engineers ; and as they have already en- 
gaged, they will embark with all expedition in order to assist 
in raising and commanding such of the Foreign Protestants in 
North America as shall be able and willing to serve with the 
rest of the forces upon the occasion ; and it is the King's plea- 
sure that yon should give any of the said officers who may 
enter into yoar government, all the assistance in your power 
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liament, aathority was given to form, from among 
the Germans, a regiment of four battalions, each 
of one thousand men, to be calied the Royal Ame- 
rican Begiment* 

It does not appear that tbis scbeme was ever 
fully realized. In 1757, on accoant of increasing 
troubles from the side of the French at Fort Du 
Fresne, on the Ohio, the Forts along the Lakes, 
and Louisbiirg in Nova Scotia, the Provincial As- 
sembly of Pennsylvania authorized the raising of 
one thousand troops in the Province from among 
the border inhabitants, or to draw them from the 
frontier garrisons. These were prineipally Ger- 
mans. Three hundred of them were afterwards 
retained under the order of the Province, and 
seven hundred were placed at the disposition of 
the Earl of London for the general service. It 
feil to the Pennsylvania troops to march to Nova 
Scotia, to the siege of Louisburg and Halifax. 

It was in this expedition that Mr. Schlatter re- 

in the ezecation of this setvice." — Fox, the British Secretary^ 
to Gov. Morris, March IZth, 1756. Col. Reo,, vol. mi.,p, 180. 

"His Majestj, enabled by act of Parliament, has been 
pleased to appoint a namber of German, Swiss, and Dutch 
Protestants to be officers of a Regiment which he has calied 
the Royal American Regiment. ''—JB^ the Gotemor, Roht, H. 
Morris, to the Ässemhly. Phil. , June 292Ä, 1756. Col. Rec.^ 
toi. vii., p. 178. 

The Regiment of twenty-fiye companies, composed of four- 
teen handred men stationed in the interior of Pennsylvania at 
the forte in 1756, were prineipally under German officers. — SeA 
Gardon's Eist. ofPenna. p. 341, 342. 
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ceived the appointment of chaplain. If, as a mat- 
ter of mere earthly honor, the dignily of his Posi- 
tion is to be rated according to the array of titles 
which orcainent the name of him who conferred 
it upon him, it is worthy of all consideration. 
The.curious will be pleased to see it here. 

"By His Excellency, John, Earl of London, Lord 
Machline, and Tarrintean, etc. etc. One of the 
Bixteen Peers of Scotland; Captain General and 
Governor of Virginia and Vice-Admiral of the 
same; Colonel of the Thirteenth Regiment of 
Foot; Colonel in Chief of the Royal American 
Regiment ; Major-General and Commander-in- 
Chief of all His Majesty's forces, raised and to be 
raised, 

TO MICHAEL SCHLATTER, CLERK. 

By virtue of the power and authority to me 
given by His Majesty; I do hereby constitute and 
appoiot you to be one of the Chaplains to His 
Majesty's Royal American Regiment of Foot, 
whereof I am Colonel in Chief; you are, therefore, 
carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of 
Chaplain, by doing and performing all manner of 
things thereunto belonging; and you are to ob- 
serve and follow such Orders and directions, from 
time to time, as you shall receive from His Majesty, 
myself, or any superior officer, according to the 
rules and discipline of war. 

Given at New York, this twenty-fifth day of 
March, 1757 ; in the thirteenth year of the reign 
of our sovereign lord, George the Second, by the 

28 
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Qrace of Qod, King of Great Britain, France, and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc. 

By His Excellency's Command, 
J. Appt. Loudon.^ 

Mr, Schlatter feit it his duty to accept this ap- 
pointment; and thongh it cost him a stroggle to 
leave his family and his work in Pennsylvania, yet 
he cheeifally devoted himself to the wishes of his 
conntry and the spiritual good of its soldiers — 
among whom were, no doubt, many of his own 
acqnaintances — on a tedions and trying expedition. 
Thongh there were, no doubt, many who feared 
God more than the enemy, yet, as among soldiers 
generally, there were many who needed the faith- 
ful exhortations and reproofs of this earnest man 
to keep them within the bounds ftf moral pro- 
priety, to say nothing of the Christian spirit. 
"Eev. Mr. Schlatter," says Saurs, " evidently with- 
out much seriousness, has been appointed by 
General Loudon as field-preacher for the 4th Bat- 
talion of the Royal North American Army. If 
he will seek, at the same time, to be also their 
spiritual pastor, to bring them under Christian 
Order and discipline, or to lead them to be followers 
of Christ, he has truly taken upon himself a very 
difficult Office." 2 

Lord Loudon had already planned and proposed 
his es^^dition to Nova Scotia in the fall of 1766. 
He convened the Gövernors of Pennsylvania, 

^ Ger. Bef. Hess. Sep. 20, 1848. Communicated by J. D* 
Bupp» Esq. 
' Saars' paper, April 16th, 1757. 
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Maryland, Virginia, and JTorth Carolina, at Phila- 
delphia, where arrangements were made for the 
defence of the frontiers of these Provinces while 
the forces should be absent, so that all things 
might be ready tili spring should open. The month 
of April, 1767, was chiefly spent in getting ready 
the transports in the harbors of Philadelphia, New 
York, and Boston. On the 5th of May, a fleet of 
ninety sail was eonvened in the harbor of New 
Tork. The fleet lay for some time anchored at 
Sandy Hook in suspense, awaiting notice of the 
arrival of the fleet from England, and, in June, 
they sailed for Halifax, the place of rendezvous for 
the fleet and army. 

Mr. Schlatter was present at the siege of Halifax 
and the seven weeks' siege of Louisburg, and 
shared in the victory, by which, on the 27th of 
July, the town of Louisburg, and, as a conse- 
quence, Cape Breton and Prince Edward's Island 
feil into the hands of the English — the death-blow 
to the power of France on the Eastern coast. He 
coraes in for his share of the praise which Bancroft 
the historian bestows upon the patriotic field- 
preachers in that victorious expedition. " There," 
he says," were the chaplains who preached to the 
regiments of Citizen soldiers a renewal of the days 
when Moses, with the rod of God in bis band, sent 
Joshua against Amalek."^ 

It is worthy of remark, that it was not far frora 
Louisburg, out from Cape Breton, that Mr. Schlat- 
ter and his fellow-passengers, on the night of July 

1 Bancroft's Eist. U. States, vol. iv, p. 300. 
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24th, 1746, jast abont eleven years before, on bis 
first vojage to America, were nearly lost in the 
waves of a stormy sea. He eoald taot bnt reflect 
OQ tbe eventfal eleven years, whicb, aftel* many 
joys and sorrows, bopes and fears, toils, and trials, 
and triamphs, bad bronght bim back again, nnder 
circnmstances tbat be never could bave dreamed 
of^ to the spot of bis former danger and deliver- 
ance. How stränge and wonderfo), bat well-or* 
dered, is tbe way in wbicb the kind band of God 
leads them who sabmit to be tbe instrumenta of 
His mercy and loye ! 

It does not clearly appear wbether Mr. Schlatter 
accompanied the. regiinent of General Wolfe, who 
left Louisburg with eight thonsand men, early in 
the Summer of 1758, for Quebec. Tbe taking of 
Quebec, in September, 1759, endedthe war in tbat 
region in favor of the Englisb. It seems probable 
tbat Mr. Schlatter retumed immediately after this 
victory, since we learn from Rev. Muhlönberg, tbat 
be passed through New York, on his way home, 
in October of tbat year. 

It appears tbat there were some Lutheran con- 
gregations in Nova Scotia at tbat time, and proba^ 
bly some from the army preferred to remain, . 
which caused Mr. Schlatter to feel an interest in 
the Spiritual condition of the Germans in tbat 
region. Rev. Muhlenberg, in his report to Halle, 
remarks : 

"In the month of October, 1759, His Reverence, 
Mr. Schlatter, came to my bouse, afler that he had 
safely returned as chaplain of tbe Regiment, from 
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the siege and capture of Louisbarg, and later from 
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, and prescnted to me a 
call, by virtue of a wiitten authority from tbe 
Governor of Halifax, to become Evangelical Ger* 
man and English preacher in the congregation of 
Lüneburg and Halifax, with the additional Pro- 
vision that I should have an annual fixed salary of 
seventy pouuds Sterling, and twenty pounds besides, 
if I would, in addition, devote several hours each 
day to the instruction of youth." ' 

Soon afterward s, he retumed in good health to 
his family, in Philadelphia. As we remarked, in 
speaking of Mr. Schlatter's youth, so we repeat 
here — ^because we are sure the force of the remark 
will be feit — that a restless, roving, pioneering 
element entered largely into the Constitution of his 
being. While he was, no doubt, conscientious in 
the acceptance of this appointment, he seems not 
to have been unfitted by nature, or disinclined ia 
taste, to the rough, stern, and rugged life of the 
field. 



Hai. Nachrichten, p. 733. 



CHAPTER XI. 

SWEETLAKD. 

1755-1777. 

At wbat precise time Mr. Schlatter removed 
with bis family from Philadelphia to Chestnut Hill, 
we have not been able to ascertain. Most likely 
it was when he ceased to be pastor of that cburch, 
and entered npon the charity scbool superintend- 
ency, whicb was in the year 1755. We find bim 
residing there soon after bis retnm from H"ova 
Scotia.^ 

His home on Chestnut Hill was on a piece of 
ground now called the " Cooms" fann, about ten 
miles from Philadelphia, and four from German- 
town. Tbis spot lay near the present turnpike 
leading from Reading to Philadelphia, fronting on 
a lane, whicb runs in from the tumpike. He 
called it "Sweetland," and by tbis name bis 
residence was known. 

As contrasted with bis previous public and event- 
ftil career, he lived here in comparative quiet and 
retirement. From tbis time up to the commence- 
ment of the Revolutionär^ war, there is a calm in 
the histoiy of bis life. He does not appear much 

* Hai. Nachrichten, p. 865. Rev. Muhlenberg and Kev. 
Wrangel, the Swedish Provost» were oyer-night at his house, 
March lOth, 1761. 
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in public, the flow and inflnence of bis life being 
confined to a narrower circle. Having little eartbly 
resources to depend upon, he supported himself 
and family mainly'from the producta of bis small 
piece of land. He also derived a considerable 
part of bis «upport in the way of perquisites, bis 
bouse having become the resort of almost all 
persons wisbing to be joined in matrimony, within 
a circle of fifteen to twenty-five miles. It became 
the general babit among the young people of all 
denominations, and of no denomination, to call on 
Pastor Scblatter to introduce them into the way of 

DomQstic happiness, that only bliss 
Of paradiee that had surYived the fall. 

Far and wide, in the minds of the bopeful young, 
Sweetland was bound up with the brightest hopes, 
and fragrant with the bappiest memories. 

Mr. Scblatter, bowever, did not lay aside the 
duty and privilege of preaching "the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God." He is said to have 
preached frequently at Barren Hill. Rev. Muhlen- 
berg, in 1762, speaks incidentally of bim as preach- 
ing there, and administering the Holy Supper on 
Easter " to bis church members."^ From which it 
appears that he had a regulär congregation there 
to which be ministered. He preached also at a 
place called Franklinville, and in other localities 
as opportunity offered. 

It does not appear that, after bis return from 
Nova Scotia, he ever formally co--operated with the 
Coetus ; though there is also no evidence that he 

' Hai. Nachrichten, pp. 895, 896. 
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lost any of bis interest in the charch in general. 
We have elsewhere given some account of the 
causes of bis isolation. We do not justify it in 
tbe least ; but regard it as a great blemieb in bis 
ministerial bonor, and as a gloomy sbadow hang* 
ing over tbis part of bis earnest and nseful life. 
We leave it for tbe reader, in view of the causes 
which were certainly very streng and active in 
crowding bim ont into such a position, to blame 
bim accordingto theirjudgment andtheir charity. 
Thoogh we may regret bis retirement, yet ought 
we to know more than we do of tbe circumstances, 
to censure witb decision and severity. There are 
few lives in which there are not some dry and 
dreary places, wbere little that is green and fragrant 
appears to tbe cursory eye; and yet, in those 
desert places there are retired nooks and oases, be 
they ever so small, which are tbe circles of beauty, 
and life, and love. Nor is it proper for us to re- 
gard bis comparatively retired life as useless, taking 
it for granted that it was a Christian life. Cowper 
bas beautifuUy, and we think upon Christian prin- 
ciples, vindicated tbe man of retirement against 
tbe Charge of uselessness. 

'' Not slothfal he, thoagfa seeming unemplojed. 
And censared oft as useless. Stillest streams 
Oft water fairest meadows, and the bird 
That flatters least, is longest on the wing. 
His warfare is within. There, unfatigaed, 
His fervent spirit labors. There he fights, 
And there obtains fresh triumphs o'er himself. 
And never^withering wreaths, compared with which 
The laorels which a Csesar reaps are weeds/' 
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There is sncli a tbing as the main force and 
power of a man's public life being compreesed into 
a comparatively brief period, wbile tbe remainder 
may be regarded as a calm and useful reaction 
from the effort, History fornishes abundant illus- 
trations of thia remark. The warrior, who in one 
brief desperate conflict has kept a pass, may not 
be among those who go forward over a wide piain 
to take the capitol ; yet he has done as much as 
they — yea, in some cases more. Sehlatter's life 
was of this type- Few lives can show a more 
earnest and eventful period than bis from 1746 to 
1759. It needs but a review of that period, even 
as we have imperfectly pictured it, to assure us 
that during that time he nobly and heroically kept 
a pass — stemmed Opposition — contended with 
enemics subtle and bold — made himself in many 
ways a sacrifice to the ignorance, the schemes, and 
the wrath of men. We need not mnch wonder 
that weary and exhausted, he should leave the rest 
öf the more public work necessary to füll victory, 
to others, who, because they were less prominent 
in the fierce contention of the first onset, could 
carry on the work with less prejudice against them- 
selves; whilst bis not appearing among the success- 
ftil contenders, would only cause Opposition the 
more easily to yield. 

The providence of God makes the wrath of man 
to praise bim. Wbatever error there may have 
been in him, and wbatever wickedness in others, 
combining to crowd bis life out into an eddy, there 
is perhaps no clearer evidence that in bis case, it 
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was overraled for the good of the church, than tbe 
fact tbat it weakened the prejudices and Opposition 
of those whom bis zeal in the furtherance of certain 
measures had offended. Without just cause, we 
believe, but yet really, bis name bad become 
unsavory with a large portion of tbe German 
people througb tbe country. Tbe fierce demagogic 
radical grandiloquence of Saurs, and such like 
caterers for tbat ignorance and populär prejudice 
of whicb there is too mucb in all ages and in all 
communities, bad wrought up many into tbe 
belief tbat he was a secret agent of the rulers to 
prepare tbe way for their enslavement. In a letter 
to Conrad Weiser, dated Sept. 6tb, 1765, Saura 
suggests ever to bim wbetber a number of men, 
among whom be names Scblatter, ^^ have tbe least 
regard for the Germans of Pennsylvania," and 
expresses doubt "wbetber the establisbing of free 
Bchools is not ratber designed to serve as a founda- 
tion, upon whicb to establisb tbe tbraldom of tbe 
Germans." He intimates tbat Scblatter was an 
instrument of Rev. Tennant " to bring it to pass tbat 
tbe Germans would be obliged to support Englisb 
preacbers in Philadelphia!" He sees amid tbe 
results whicb Scblatter is to aid in bringingabout, 
a terrible " military law," the establisbment of " a 
regulär soldiery," a "fixed salary for ministers and 
scboolmasters :" and for the securement of this 
result, he says : " there is no better pretext than 
THE POOR Germans !" With such like notions and 
fears did Saurs inflate the Germans, so far as bis 
influence reached ; and we need only observe tbe 
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Buccessful business carried on in one of our modern 
political campaigns with this kind of capital, to be 
convinced that it must have done efiectnal execu- 
tion at that early day. The very best evidence of 
the success of such like influencea in bringing 
Schlatter's name in disrepute among the common 
people, is the fact that down to the present time, 
has the tradition been preserved in some regions, 
that Mr. Schlatter " had worked to bring it about 
that the people must give the tenth !" 

Such facts may assure us that there were few 
fields in the church where such prejudices did not 
linger around to hinder and limit, if not entirely 
destroy his influence ; and bis presence and promi- 
nence in the Coetus must very seriously have 
affected its authority, and circumscribed its success. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Schlatter thought 
it best to withdraw from his previous prominent 
and public position, to serve God and his genera- 
tion in a more retired way. 

Amid rural and domestic scenes, quietly, peace- 
fuUy, and, no doubt, usefully and happily, passed 
the years at Sweetland, tili a change came over it 
at the outbreak of the war of freedom. 



CHAPTER XII. 

SCHLATTEB CHAPLAIN IN THE BSVOLITTIOHABY WAB. 

I 

1T77. 

It seems that though Mr. Schlatter retired from 
the active duties of chaplain after his return from 
Nova Scotia, he was still, at least nominally, con- 
tinued in that office; for he signed himself as such 
in official papers some years after he had returned 
from Nova ScotiaJ 

We find hira again in the active duties of chap- 
lain at the beginning of the Eevolutionary war ; 
whether by virtue of the old appointraent or by a 
new commission, does not appear. Having been 
all along interwoven oflBicially, and by various cir- 
cumstances, prominently in the afeirs of the go- 
vernment, he was at the beginning of the war 

' A marriage certificate giyen by him, still eztant, is as fol- 

lows: 

"L. B. S. 

I do certify hereby, that Seth Qaee of Horsbam Township, 
Philadelphia county, Bachelor, and Prisoilla Williams, spin- 
ster, are lawfully married and joined together in holy matri« 
mony, this thirteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand, seven faundred and sizty-two. 

QiTon under my hand and seal, at my place, Sweetland, this 
13th day of Jane, 1762. 

Michael Schlatteb, 
His Majesty's chaplain to the Koyal Regiment, [l. s.] " 
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linder tfae appointment of the old authorities, and 
acted as chaplain in the British army. This was, 
however, only for a short time. He ßoon found 
himself impelied hy his feelings and sense of right, 
to espouse the side and cause of the colonies, 
which he did in the face of danger and great 
self-sacrifice. 

Accordingly, in the month of September, 1777, 
when the British invaded Germantown, he refased 
to obey Orders, and thas subjected himself to the 
punishment which military law infiicts for such an 
act. He was immediately taken to Philadelphia 
and imprisoned. His house on Chestnut Hill was 
entered and plundered by British soldiers. Ka- 
chel, his youngest daughter, only in the fourteenth 
year of her age, showed herseif very heroic on this 
occasion. At the risk of her life, she seized the 
Portrait of her father hanging upon the wall, 
snatching it out of the band of the soldier who 
was at the time reaching for it, and bore away, as 
upon the feet of a deer, or a young roe, the pre- 
cious treasure« The soldiers in this onslaught, 
seemed to be animated as much by the spirit of 
feil revenge as by the desire of plunder. They 
broke his furniture, cut open his feather beds, and 
scattered their contents to the winds; threw his 
silver wäre into the well, perhaps with the hope of 
securing it in a more peaceful time ; put his pa- 
pers upon a pile and consigned them to the flames !^ 

' Thus, no doubt, many interesting papers that would be of 
mach historical interest were consqmed, T^^^ larger diary, to 
\rhich he alhides in his publishcd Joqrqal, p. 2X5, no doubt 

29 
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Togetker with bis portrait, some members of tbe 
family rescued also bis coat-of-arms, tbe silver- 
baudled knife and fork, and silver spoon wbicb be 
was accustomed to uso Avhile in tbe army, and a 
case of small Instruments, sucb as a compass, lance, 
pincers, and some otbers, wbicb are still in pos* 
Session of tbe family of bis grandson, Micbael 
Snyder, Esq. of Manayunk. 

How long Mr. Scblatter was confined, cannot 
perbaps now be ascertained ; it was, bowever, not 
a great wbile. His prison bours were cbeered by 
tbe Visits of bis heroic daugbter Racbel, wbo fre- 
quently bastened on borsebaek to tbe eity, witb 
Bome special provisions for tbe corafort of ber 
captive fatber. ßeleased from " durance vile," be 
returned to bis family on Cbestnut Hill. 

Tbrougbout tbe wbole Revolutionary struggle, 
bis sympatbies were warmly witb tbe American 
cause ; and several of bis sons, tbe one as a grena- 
dier, and tbe otber as an adjutant, did actual Ser- 
vice in tbe sacred cause of freedom. 

Tbrougb tbe mob-like confiscation wbicb so 
sadly befel Sweetland, Mr. Scblatter lost nearly 
tbe wbole of bis little eartbly possessious. As a 
consequence, be was comparatively poor in bis 
old age. In tbe spring of 1778, be again pur- 
cbased a small bome.^ T bis was not the same 

met tbe same fate at tbis time. Mucb as tbis is tobe re- 
gretted, it is still a pleasant reflection, tbat tbis precious relio 
may haye bamed as incense on the altar of oar national free- 
dom. 

> Tbe deed bears date April 27tb, 1778. He paid jC 550 
for it 
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Sweetland it is true, but near it, and it soon be- 
came like it by the industry of the faraily and the 
contentment of age. This second homestead of 
Mr. Schlatter lies on the east side of the turnpike 
leading from Chestnut Hill to Barren Hill, about 
half a mile from bis former residence. Mr. Schlat- 
ter manifested mueh taste ui selecting this place 
as bis home. A more beautiful spot than Chest- 
nut Hill'cannot be found within fifty miles of 
Philadelphia. From this gentle elevation the eye 
can command a most lovely and fertile region of 
country for a distance of from twenty to thirty 
miles in every direction, where the horizon is 
bounded by a ränge of blue hills. During the 
last few years, numbers of wealthy Citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia have chosen this spot for their country 
residences ; so that now the Hill is covered with 
pleasant and princely villas of all sorts and styles 
of architecture, surrounded with groves and gar- 
dens. In the summer months, this is a very para- 
dise of cool shade, of trees beautiful to look upon, 
of fruit pleasant to the taste, of blooming flowers, 
andofsingingbirds. 

The same honse in which Mr. Schlatter resided 
after the war, up to the time of bis death, is still 
Standing. It is built of stone, two story high, 
with a one story back building. The main build- 
ing is divided into two rooms below and above. 
It has a small, self-supporting, roof-like projection 
in front, between the first and second stories, after 
the old style ; and originally the house was also 
adorned in front with a sraall porch after the old 
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ide region npon which one looks out from 
rene and lovely mount. 

e lived Mr. Scblatter, tili the cloae of hia 
,iid eventfal Ufe. Here, by the industry of 
aily, and the blessing of tho God, whom he had 
by a long Ufe of Belf-sacrificing toil, he was 
id to enjoy a moderate, but comfortable pro- 
in bis deelining years. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

8CHLATTER AND MUHLENBERG. 

1746-1790. 

Approachino, as we now do, the last years of 
Mr. Schlatter's life, and this being the time of Mr. 
Muhlenberg's deatb, it seems to be the proper 
place to give some account of the relation which 
these two great and good men sustained toward 
each other through a long period of active life. 

Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! It is like the 
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down 
npon the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went 
down to the skirts of bis garments ; as the dew of 
Hermon ; and as the dew that descended npon the 
monntains of Zion ; for there the Lord comraanded 
the blessing, even life for evermore.' 

A beautiful practieal commentary on this holy 
song of love is the relation of amity which existed 
between the patriarchs of the German Eeformed 
and Lutheran Churches in America, Schlatter and 
Mnhlenberg, from their first acquaintance up to 
the death of the latter, in 1787, a period of more 
than forty years. Impelled by the same piety and 
tender love for their destitute brethren in America ; 
scnt upon the same kind of a mission, and ncarly 

* Psalm ciii. 
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at the same tirae ; having the sarae great and good 
work before thera, and similar difficulties and trials 
to encounter in their respective labors ; extending 
their general labors over the same territory, and, 
in a great measure, among the same people ; they 
did not only operate together oflScially in the 
greatest harmony, but lived on the most intimate 
terms of personal friendship. The records show 
not a Single coUision between them ; but, on the 
contrary, furnish abundant evidence of their mutual 
co-operation. They vindicated one another's char- 
acters; sustained each other's hands; rejoiced in 
each other's success ; praised each other's fidelity 
in their reports to Europe ; and visited each other 
as bosom friends. 

Mr. Schlatter, after his arrival in Philadelphia, 
on the 6th of September, 1746, attended only to a 
few urgent matters, and then hastened to pay his 
respects to his worthy colleague. "On the löth 
of October,'* says Schlatter, in his Journal, "hav- 
ing humbly sought the guidance and blessing of 
God to prosper me in my way, I travelled from 
Philadelphia to Providence, a distance of thirty 
miles, and visited the Eev. H. M. Muhlenberg, the 
first Lutheran preacher in this country, who, in 
the year 1742, was sent hither by the Very Rever- 
end Court-Preacher, Ziegenhagen, of London, on 
nearly the same footing with myself, and for the 
same object. I found it expedient to seek an 
understanding as to how it was necessary for me 
to act toward them in reference to the frequent 
intermarriages of these two denominations in these 
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regions. His Beverence received me with all pos- 
sible affection and brotherly kindness, commended 
bimself and his brethren to our friendship, and 
desired that we migbt dwell together in neighborly 
amity and peacc, which fellowship has also been 
preserved, sacred and inviolate, during the whole 
tirae I have been in Pennsylvania; so that one 
may well desire that such traces of harmony might 
also be foand in Germany." 

On the third day after this pleasant interview, 
having, in the meantime, visited Kev. Boehm, in 
Falkner Schwam, Mr. Schlatter was again at 
Providence. He preached in a barn to that yoor 
congregation, after which, he made known his 
commission and his desire of forming a charge, 
inclnding that congregation and the one in Falkner 
Schwam. Only fifteen pounds in money and grain 
were pledged for the support of a minister, and he 
was disposed to be discouraged; but he adds, 
^^Mr. Mnhlenberg, who is the Lutheran preacher 
here and in Falkner Schwam, assured me that the 
Beformed are very nnmeroas here, and that, as 
soon as they saw good order established, received 
preaching every two weeks, and their youth were 
properly instmcted, they coald and would do more 
than they had promised — in proof of this, he ap- 
pealed to his own experience." 

When Mr. Schlatter was in Europe, he took 
oecasion, when proper opportunity was famished, 
to speak in praise of Mr. Mnhlenberg and his labors 
in the Lutheran churches in America. Dr. Fre- 
seni, of Frankfort, whom Mr. Schlatter"^ visited 
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both in going to and in returning from Switzer- 
land, in 1751, 1752, in bis "Pastoral Sammlungen," 
says of Scblatter : " I cannot omit mentioning tbat 
he manifests great respect and love toward Eev, 
Mublenberg and bis coadjutors, tbe Evangelical 
Lutberan Preacbers in Pennsylvania. He often 
Said to me witb great satisfaction, tbat tbey lived 
togetber in pleasant neigbborly harmony ; sbowed 
me also letters and testimonials whicb tbey had 
given bim on bis way, in wbicb tbey extol bim 
very bigbly, and give clear evidence of tbeir sincere 
love toward bim. He assured me tbat tbe Evan- 
gelical Lutberan ministers bad already brougbt 
tbeir congregations into a better condition tban 
could tbus far be reacbed ämong tbe Reformed; 
and tbat tbis results from tbe fact tbat tbey com- 
meneed earlier and bad been promptly supported 
by our bretbren of tbe faitb in Qermany."' Wbat 
an excellent Cbristian spirit is bere mutually mani- 
fested! Tbis is tbe cbarity tbat triumphs over 
party and rejoices in tbe trutb. 
' Tbe loveliest and most touching scene in tbe 
wbole bistory of tbeir long friendsbip, is wben 
Scblatter returned from Europe. Having landed 
in tbe nigbt at Nevsr York, early in tbe morning 
be bastened to Mr. Mublenberg's bouse, and, as 
tbey met, be feil upon tbe good man's neck in joy 
and love. Mr. Mublenberg, afterward writing to 
Halle, speaks of tbis arrival of Mr. Scblatter tbus : 
" On Tuesday July 28tb, 1752, early, at 6 o'clock, 
tbe Reformed minister, Rev. Scblatter, came to 

' Pastoral Saml., part xii. ; p. 2 in the Preface. 
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niy house, and embraced me according to the 
primitive cnstom of sincer^ friendship and love. 
In the night, he had arrived safely in a ship from 
Holland, and had brought with him six newly- 
ordained preachers for Pennsylvania, who were 
Bent in free by the highly Reverend Synod, and 
who are to be supported by it. I asked Mr. 
Schlatter whether I mnst now give him the title 
of Inspector? He answered, *No; I have not 
Bonght my own, bat God's honor, in seeking to 
advance the best interests of the forsaken congre- 
gations in Pennsylvania.' 

"In the evening, I was invited to see the six 
newly-arrived Keformed ministers. I went and 
welcoraed them with the words: * Behold! I send 
you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves ! be ye 
therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves.' " ' 

As already stated, their friendship was uninter- 
ruptedly continued, and we find frequent records 
of mutual Visits from one to the other. We can 
only give a few specimens. 

" On Monday, the lOth of March, 1761, 1 desired 
to go quietly out of town," says Rev. Muhlenberg, 
" but I was aeeompanied by the Swedish Provost 
Wrangel,^ and one of bis eiders; the first went 
with me tili we came to Mr. Schlatter's, where we 
were entertained in a very friendly manner and 
lodged for the night." 

On Easter Monday, April 12, 1762, Mr. Muhlen- 

> Hai. Nach., pp. 502, 503, 504. 

' Kcv. Charles Magnus Wrangel. He is mentioned as pastor 
of the Swedish ohurch at the ford near Xorristown at the time 
of its erection, 1763. Eis. Recol. of Peno., p. 485. 
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berg went to Barren Hill. " Rev, Pastor Schlatter 
also oame, and bad made an appointment, after 
my sermon, to administer tbe Holy Supper to 
some Reformed members. After my sermon, Mr. 
Schlatter yet added a short exhortation, still für- 
ther impressing upon their hearts what they bad 
beard. After tbis, be went witb bis cburcb mem- 
bers into tbe union scbool-bouse, wbere be admin- 
istered tbe Holy Supper." 

" Nov. 22d, 1762. From tbenee I went to Rev. 
Scblatter, wbo received me very kindly; and by 
bim and otber neigbbors, I was entertained with 
very edifying conversations coneerning tbe king- 
dom of tbe Gross." 

Besides tbese, tbere are yet two otber friendly 
Visits, recorded in tbe year 1762, wbicb Mr. Scblat- 
ter made to tbe bouse of Mr. Mublenberg. How 
deligbtful must bave been tbe communion wbicb 
tbese two excellent men enjoyed on sucb visits, 
wben, torning aside for a moment from tbeir 
arduous labors and multitudinous cares, tbey met 
in tbe sacred quietude of tbeir bomes to coansel 
and encourage one anotber, to rejoice in each 
otber's success, and to extend a mutual sympatby 
in tbeir various trials. 

After tbese two eminent servants of Jesus 
Christ bad walked togetber in peace tili they were 
both aged and ripe for a better world, it pleased 
tbe Lord to take away Mr. Mublenberg, wbo was 
tbe older, first. He died at tbe Trappe, in Mont- 
gomery County, October 7tb, 1787, in tbe seventy- 
seventh year of bis age.' On tbe lOtb, Mr. Schlat- 

' He was born Sept. 6, 1711. 
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ter, who then resided at Cbestnat Hill, and was 
already in bis seventieth year, attended bis faneral 
as the last earthly tribate of love to bis well-tried 
and abiding friend. It was bnt a few yeara later 
wben Scblatter also died ; and wbo can doubt tbat 
tben tbe fellowsbip, but a short time broken to 
mortal eyes, was renewed in tbat world wbere 
cbarity is pure and permanent, and wbere all tbe 
beautiful is glorified ? 

Tbese two leamed and good men were attacbed 
to tbeir several confessions, and tbe venerable and 
sacred religions customs of tbe communions in 
wbieb tbey stood; but tbey beeded, at the same 
time, tbe apostolic injunetion : "Above all tbese 
tbings, put on cbarity, wbieb is tbe bond of per- 
fectness." Wbo does not sinCerely desire tbat tbe 
spirit of tbese men may ever reign as tbe spirit of 
tbese two confessions in tbis country? As tbey 
are, in an important sense, tbe fatbers of tbese two 
branebes of tbe Cbureb in America, let all the 
cbildren show tbemselves worthy of such parentage 
by cultivating tbe same spirit. 

Thougb I speak with tbe tongues of men and 
angels, and have not cbarity, I am become as a 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbaL And though 
I bave tbe. gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge ; and though I have 
all faith, so tbat I could remove mountains, and 
have not charity, I am notbing. And though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though 
I give my body to be burned, and have not cbarity, 
it profiteth me nothing. 



CHAPTER XIV 



OLD AGE AND BEATH. 



To foUow the pilgrim " to the scene which is bis 
last," is now our solcmn duty. Be not reluctant ; 
it is not a gloomy way by wbicb be went down. 
As we fancy some venerable bermit sitting before 
bis cave on tbe silent mountain-side, witb tbe 
mild and mellow glory of tbe setting sun sbining 
füll upon bis face, so do we see tbis venerable 
servant of Jesus Cbrist looking serenely back from 
tbe twiligbt of life's evening, upon tbe world wbicb 
he bas travelled, but desirous to travel no more. 
"Witb tbe same serene cbeerfulness wbicb cbarac- 
terized bim all bis life, be disappears slowly among 
tbe willows of Jordan, singing as be goes : 

The Lord is my Shepherd; 

I shall not want« 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 

He leadeth me beeide the still waters. 

Yea, though I walk through the Valley 

Of tbe shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; 

For thou art witb me; 

Thy rod and thy staff, 

They comfort me. 

Mr. Scblatter retained bis beafth and bis pbysical 
and mental vigor, in a remarkable degree, in bis 
old age. Being of a cbeerful and friendly dispo- 
30 (349) 
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ßition, he was a favorite amoDg his neighbors, and 
was yenerated as a patriarch by old and young. 

His personal' appearance in old age was very 
venerable. Well formed, well proportioned, and 
well rounded in the form of his body and the 
features of his face, his appearance was mild and 
good-natured. He was of medium size and weight. 
His hair was bushy, and as white as snow, nicely 
parted, and hang down to his Shoulders. Though 
he had a fine head of hair, yet according to the 
custom of the times he wore a wig on public 
occasions — this he also always put on when he 
was called upon to marry a couple. In the public 
Services of the church, in addition to the wig, he 
also wore^lhe black gown and peritrachelium, or 
white color under the chin, as he is seen in the 
Portrait He was extremely neat and clean in his 
dress, and even on ordinary occasions always care- 
ful to present a genteel appearance. "Whoever 
passed his house early on a moming in summer, 
could see him before the door dressed in his morn- 
ing gown, his face mild and pleasant as the füll 
moon, while he politely greeted the passer with 
pleasant words and a graceful bow. 

As all good old men are, he was a great friend 
to children, and in return he was a great favorite 
with them. No doubt Goldsmith's lines were often 
literally fulfilled : 

" E?en children foUowed with endearing will. 
And plucked his gown to share the good man's smile.'^ 

The young people far and near were exceedingly 
fond of the venerable pastor on Chestnut Hill. We 
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have ^ already, ^eferred. to. the. fajit,. il;at. immanae 
Diimbers came to him to, be niarriiBd. This, we 
have been told by tbe.aDcient.peQpl«, resnlted from 
the eage witb which he could be appröaßhedbythe 
most diffident, ai\d tha syinpatbetic joy with ivhich 
he could enter into the cheerfgl spirit of the yöung; 
He was always buoyant and elastie in bis spirits ; 
but in bis; old.age, when the chik^like* feeHng.re- 
turned with. greater. for^e byjajaw pf natiire,'hip 
bheerfulness was of such a patriarcbal cast, tbat 
in its freest flow it did not transcen4 the limits of 
innocence, orin any way enpourage Jevity; Thus 
the young feit free in bis presence, while at tfae 
§ame time bis ven^rable person act^d ob, tjaeir 
mindsandb^artsas.Ägentlerestraint.' , : '•' '; . ■ 

J • • "Thoogh oM, he still ^etaiüed 

ffijCnianlyBenfie ftnd energy of mirid, ^ • ' * , 
Yirtu9us and wis9.be was* but not severe 2 ' '. * 
He still remembered that he ODce was;3^au4ag : ..\ 
His easy presence checked no deoent jqy, 
{ And laughing could instruct/' 

. We have before stated tbat be was ^Iways greatly 
fespected by the rujers of .the land, and enjoyed 
the confidence and personal fri^ndship of the, 
prominent men of the. State. Thei'e are aged people, 
still living at Ohestnut Hill, who renaember that 
Mr. Schlatter used to receive and greatly enjoy^ 
Visits from.many of the civil celebrities of the day. 
Governor Mifflin was a particular friend of his, 
and often visited him. He was also on the most 
intimate terms with Gen. Joseph Heister, after- 
wards Governor of Pennsylvania — motual visita- 
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tions having been kept up between them. When 
we inquired of an aged individual why he receiv^ed 
such frequent Visits from this class of persons, the 
auswer was, bis own great fondness for intelligent, 
social intercourse, bis extraordinary cheerfulness, 
and bis gift of entertaining Company in a pleasant 
and profitable way. 

He is Said to bave had a great fund of incidents, 
occurrences, and anecdotes of tbe two wars, in botb 
of wbicb be bad acted a public part, wbicb he 
could relate in tbe most successful manner for the 
entertainment of bis friends. Thongh fond of 
relating matters tbat were connected with bis own 
eventful life and rieb experience, yet be uniformly 
avoided making bimself tbe bero of bis own story. 
A careful study of bis life will convince any one 
tbat be was a modest man; nor did tbis grace 
leave bim in bis old age, wbicb is a period when 
its absence is tbe more easily excused. 

Mr. Schlatter was always disposed to bospitality, 
as the reader will bave incidentally learned in 
pursuing tbe course of bis life, and be deligbted 
particularly in tbe exercise of tbis estimable grace 
in old age. Tbe poet's beautiful description of a 
country pastor, is true bistory as applied to the 
homestead of Mr. Schlatter. 

* His house was known to all the vagrant train, 
He chid their wand^lngs, bat relieved their pain ; 
The loDg-remembered beggar was his guest, 
Whose beard descending swept his aged breast ; 
The ruined spendthrift, now no longer proud, 
Glaimed kindred there, and had his claims allowed ; 
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The broken soldier, kindly bade to staj, 
Sat bj bis fire, and talked the night away ; 
Wept o'er bis wounds» or tales of sorrow done, 
Shouldered bis crutch, and showed bow fields were won. 
Pleased with his guests, the good man learned to gIow> 
And quite forgot their yices in their woe ; 
Careless their merits or their faults to scan, 
His pitj gave ere charity began. 

Some innocent eccentricities manifested them- 
selves during his last years, which are still remem- 
bered by a few of the aged. We will mention an 
instance, which is perhaps not so much an eccen- 
tricity as an illustration of his patriarchal character, 
and the easy manner in which this honor was 
awarded to him by his good neighbors. It was 
customary in those days for the female worshippere 
at Barren Hill to wear short gowns and neat 
aprons. On occasions when he preached there, as 
he proceeded up the aisle toward the pulpit — 
which he always did in a very hurried manner — 
he would suddenly stop, and without saying a 
Word, would seize hold of one of these clean aprons 
to wipe the dust from his glasses, which he usually 
carried in his hands when not in nse. 

Mr. Schlatter's wife, the steady and faithful com- 
panion of his earthly pilgrimage, preceded him 
into tte better world ; so that in this respect, he 
was alone in his old age, The precise time of her 
death is not known now, owing to the defective 
manner in which the records have been kept. Her 
history, along-side of the active public history of 
her husband, is a silent one. Perhaps this is the 
best history of her that the church could have. 
80* 
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Would it not be well if that of Mre. Wesley and 
Mrs. Whitfield had been of tbis cbaracter? All 
that incidentally comes forward of Mrs. Schlatter 
is the most honorable to her memory. Her will- 
ingness to leave her wealthy and highly respect- 
able parents in the city of New York, to unite 
her life with that of a comparatively poor, laborious, 
and for the most part, travelling missionary in a 
new country — her patience and contentment with 
all the cares of a family during bis frequent long 
absences on missions, and in the public service 
during the wars — are acts which themselves speak 
voluraes to her honor. She lies buried at Barren 
Hill church; but — my pen falters! — without a 
stone to mark her grave ! Have not the ladies of 
the German Reformed church sufficient piety and 
gratitude — when this fact comes to their know- 
ledge — ^to erect a modest memorial over the lonely 
grave of the missionary's wife? — Mrs. Maria 
Henrika Schlatter. 

In the touching language spoken in reference to 
Israel of old, the time drew nigh that the venerable 
Patriarch must die, and be gathered to bis fathers. 
The precise day of bis death is not known. His 
will, however, bears date Octpber 22d, 1790, and 
was admitted to probate on the 23d of November 
of the same year. Between these two dates his 
death occurred. An aged man on Chestnut Hill, 
-whose mind and memory are sound and active, 
says he died in the latter part of October. His 
life exceeded the common allotment of three-score 
and ten, he having been, at the time of his death, in 
the seventy-fifth year of his age. 
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Of his words and experiences in his last hours, 
records and traditions have handed nothing down 
to US ! These are generally much desired, bat in 
reality are not of so much importance as is often- 
times thought. A man's living words are of more 
aecount than his dying words. How has a man 
lived ? is a greater question than, how has he died ? 
They that live in the Lord will die in the Lord. 
The sun that shines in glory through the whole of 
its course, surely also sets in glory, even though a 
cloud should pass Qver it as it sinks beneath the 
horizon, and its last mildest rays should be seen 
by no human eye. 

Death approached him calmly and slowly. He 
was somewhat feeble during the last year of his 
life ; but it seemed rather to be old age than sick- 
ness that was releasing him. In the death of the 
good, the old passes gently and quietly into the 
new. The mysterious power of the xmseen, by a 
silent victory outmasters the spirit's aflSnities to the 
seen and temporal, tili as by -sweet constraint, and 
in willing obedience to the beckoning of an invisi- 
ble band, the saint begins to feel the impulses of a 
holy haste, "looks to his God, and plumes his 
wings for heaven." Death is both a sleep and an 
awakening. 



<( 



So life glides smoothly, and by stealth awaj, 
More golden than that age of fabled gold, 
Benowned in anoient song ; not vex'd with oare, 
Or Btain'd with guilt, beneficent, approved 
Of God and man, and peacefal in its end. 
So glide mj life away I and so at last, 
My share of dnties decentiy fnlfilled, 
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Maj 6ome disease» not tardj to perform 
Its destined office, yet with gentle stroke, 
Dismiss me weary to a safe retreat, 
Beneath the turf that I haye often trod/' 

Mr. Schlatter's remains were teken to Philadel- 
phia, and in terred in wh*ät was then the burial-ground 
pf the Qennan Reformed church, but is now 
Franklin Square. This saered place was vacated 
in 1837, by the authorities of Philadelphia: whether 
it was done also by divine authority, some doubt ! 
This grave-yard occupied a good portion of the 
northem and eastern side of this large square. 
Some of the dead were removed when the grave- 
yard was vacated ; but the greater portion remain. 
The ground was originally something lower than 
it is now, having been filled up in grading, some 
five or more feet. The tombstones were laid flat 
on the graves and then covered. 

To a member of the German Eeformed church, 
this beautiful square is a spot for tender and solemn 
meditation. Here lie the remains of bis kindred 
in the faith, in the noiseless repose of death. 

Here are tbe dead — 

The silent deadi 
They heed not, and thej hear not 

Oor passing tread. 
How calm, with up-tumed faces, 
Low in their resting places, 

The pale^ pale slumberers lie! 

Here are the dead — 

Oar kindred deadI 
Throngh long, long generations, 

Laid in this bed. 
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In silent deep commanion, 
Dust seeks with dust reunion, 
As side by side thej lie. 

Here are the dead — 

The sainted dead! 
Forever free from tarmoil — 

From tears and dread; 
In hope their bodies sleeping, 
In heaven tbeir splrits reaping 

Eternal life and joj. 

Directly east of the sparkling jets, a few feet in 
from the edge of the circular gravel-walk, under 
the green sod, lie the Revd's Steiner and Winkhaus, 
and Drs. Weyberg and Hendel, the aged. Directly 
north of this spot, ab'out midway between it and 
Vine Street, lies Rev. Michael Schlattbr; and 
around these leaders of the Lord's host far and 
near — a silent congregation now! — sleep thou- 
sands of those to whom they once ministered the 
holy ordinances of the church, and the precious 
Instructions and consolations of the Gospel. There 
are many now living who remember the marble 
slab which marked Mr. Schlatter's grave, and can 
point out the spot. As in the case of the rest, bis 
tombstone was laid upon the grave, and covered 
by the grading. 

The stranger enters this rural scene in the midst 
of the crowded city with other thoughts, least of 
all thinking that he is in a cemetery ! In us the 
very cheerfulness of the scene, which busy thought 
brings into contrast with what we know to be 
covered by it, inspires a deeper sense of all that is 
changeable on earth, and of all that is enduring in 
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heaven. Amid the life and love, tbe ßhine and 
shade, the bloom and beanty, the silence and song, 
the low murmur of the crowd, and the joyful ehout 
of children on a Bummer day, we feel — or seem 
to feel — 

"A dreamy presence eTerywhere, 
As if of spirits presaing to and fro ; 
We almost hear their Toices in the air, 
And feel their balmy pinions touch the brow." 

Here sleep ßweetly together, ye pastors and peo- 
ple ! In joy as to your spirits, in hope as to your 
bodies. Best amid these hospitable shades. Best, 
tili the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, and the voiee of the archangel and 
the trampet of God, shall call you to the resur- 
rection of the just. With the saered sorrow of 
love, with the holy assnranee of faith, and with 
the blessed joy of hope, we pronounce over you 
the words with which the early Beformed church 
was wont at the close of her burial service to bid 
adieu to her dead : — 

' " The Lord bless thee who hast returned to thy 
Father*s hous^, and protect us who remain in our 
pilgrimage: 

The Lord make His fece to shine upon thee 
where light arises to the upright as the noonday, 
and be gracious unto us who still tarry in the twi- 
light : 

The Lord lift the light of His countenance upon 
thee, and give thee the peace of those who walk 
by Vision, and unto us the peace of those that walk 
by faith. Amen." 



CHAPTEE XV. 
schlatter's descendants. 

When we have foUowed a man's life throngh a 
series of noble achievements up to its close, there 
remains upon our minds a natural curiosity to 
know something of bis descendants. His bonor is 
in a certain sense tbe bonor also of bis ofFspring, 
and we desire to seek tbera out and award tbem 
tbe inberitance of respeet bequeatbed to tbem by 
an bonored ancestor. So far as tbe autbor bas it 
in bis power, tbis reasonable curiosity and desire 
of tbe reader sball be gratified. 

Mr. Scblatter bad four sons and five daugbters; 
all bis daugbters and one of bis sons were yet liv- 
ing at tbe time of bis deatb. His cbildren were as 
follows : 

1. Elizabeth was born October 25tb, 1748, and 
died on tbe 18tb of April, 1840, aged ninety-one 
years, five montbs, and tbree days. Sbe was never 
married. 

2. Henry Theophilus was born June 19tb, 1760. 
He was baptized August 13tb, 1750, bis grand- 
parents being Sponsors. Notbing furtber is known 
of bim. He no doubt died in infancy. 

3. Mary was born June 4tb, 1751. Sbe was 
married to Adam Snyder of Eoxborougb, Pa. 
After bis deatb, sbe was married to a Mr. Jobn 
Hemming. Sbe died December 23d, 1829, aged 

(359) 
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seventy-eight years, six months, and nineteen 
days. 

4, Gebhard Bichard was bom July 7th, 1763. 
" The Sponsors in bis baptism," say the Records in 
Philadelphia, " were Hon. Bichard Peters, Secre- 
tary of Pennsylvania, and Bev. Gerhard Kulen- 
kamp, minister in Amsterdam." He was named 
after these two distinguished men, who were inti- 
mate and faithful friends of Mr. Schlatter. This 
son entered the army of the colonists, in the 
war of the Bevolution. He was Adjutant in what 
was called the "Flying Camp*' — and was in the 
battles of Germantown, Princeton, and Brandy- 
wine. At the battle of Germantown he had two 
horses shot under him in one day. He died at 
Princeton, December 7th, 1787, aged thirty-four 
years, and five months. 

5. David Samuel was born September 22d, 1755. 
As Sponsors, are named, Bev. David Thompson, 
Beforraed minister in the English church in Am- 
sterdam, and Bev. Samuel Chandler, D. D., minis- 
ter in London. These men, as has been seen in 
this narrative of bis life, were eminent co-workers 
with Mr. Schlatter, and hence this son was honor- 
ed with their names. This son was also in the 
army during the war. After serving bis time, he 
left the army; but he was afterward, with some 
others, taken prisoner by the British, and carried 
away to some island. Here he endured great pri- 
vations and sufferings. After some time, he had 
the fortune of being exchanged for other prisoners, 
and thus found bis way home. His Constitution, 
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however, was broken down by the hardships he 
had endured; and he arrived at home sick and 
feeble. He died about three months afterward. 

6. Susannah. She was married to Mr. Daniel 
Hughes, of the firm of "Daniel and Samuel 
Hughes," proprietor of Mount Alto Furnace and 
Forge, on the west side of the South mountain in 
Franklin county, Pennsylvania. Daniel Hughes 
resided at an early time in Hagerstown, Mary- 
land, and owned also a Forge on the Antietam. 
Mr. Schlatter in his will, divides his property 
equally among his living children ; but makes an 
exception in the case of "Susannah, wife of Da- 
niel Hughes, of Maryland," to whom he makes a 
" special legacy of five pounds, for the purchase 
of a mourning ring, considering," as the will says, 
" that she is blest with a competency above her 
sisters and brother." 

7. Michael. He on one occasion went out as 
Bupercargo in a merchant vessel, and was not 
heard from afterwards. He is supposed to have 
been lost at sea. He is mentioned in his father's 
will, and must therefore have been still living at 
the time of his father's death, 1790. 

8. Hestbr was bom in 1762, and died Novem- 
ber 13th, 1811, aged forty-nine years. She was 
never married. 

9. Rachel was born June 4th, 1764. She was 
a very masculine and courageous woman. When 
her father was in prison in Philadelphia, she, being 
then only in the fourteenth year of her age, used to 
ride to the city to bring him provision, When the 
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army lay in the neighborhood of Chestnut Hill, 
ehe used to plait the hair of th§ American of&cers, 
for wbich they paid her pocket-money each time. 
She died March 8th, 1836, aged seventy-one years, 
nine months, and four days. 

The daughters Hester, Elizabeth, and Bachel, 
resided together in their father's homestead, at 
Sweetland, on Chestnut Hill, up to the time of 
their death. They were all communicant mem- 
bers of the German Reformed Church at German- 
town. The last two died while Rev. A. Helfen- 
stein, Jr., was pastor of that church; and he 
preached faneral sermons on the occasion of their 
burial. They are all buried at the church at Bar- 
ren Hill, in which, it is said, the Eeformed Church 
had formerly an interest. These three daughters, 
together with John Adam Seitz, Mr. Schlatter 
made the executors of bis will. 

These daughters were much respected in the 
neighborhood where they lived; were women of 
naturally stroug minds and a good degree of intel« 
ligence, and devoted to the Church. They were 
in moderate circumstances as to this world's goods. 
Their £äther had left them the homestead, and a 
small income beside ; but not sufficient to sustain 
them of itself. However, by adding to it their 
own industry and a strict economy, they lived 
comfortably and above want. It seems, from bis 
will, that he expected to inherit some property 
from bis brothers and sisters, at that time living in 
St. Gall, in Switzerland, which he bequeaths, in 
equal shares, to bis cbildren ; hnt wbetber anything 
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was ever received by them from this source does 
not appear. 

We have not thought it necessary to trace bis 
descendants beyond bis immediate cbildren. It 
may, bowever, yet be mentioned, that Mr. William 
Schlatter, well known in earlier times in Philadel- 
phia as an extensive importer and wholesale dry- 
goods merchant, was one of bis grandsons. He 
became very wealtby, and resided for a long time 
in princely style in Chestnut Street, between Twelfth 
and Thirteenth. It is said that he adopted the 
teachings of Swedenborg, and, outof bis own funds, 
built the Swedenborg church, in the neighborhood 
of bis residence, in Philadelphia.^ He met, bow- 
ever,. with great losses by the sudden fall of goods, 
consequent upon the declaration of peace at the 
close of the late war. By this reverse of fortune, 
he became comparatively poor, and passed through 
severe trials, deeply affecting bim in body and in 
mind, in the latter part of bis life. He died about 
the year 1828. He was held in high estimation, 
and, for a long time, had great influenee in the 
commercial circles of the metropolis. His cbildren 
are highly respoctable. Two of his sons have been 
prominent and talented engineers in the State, and 
were employed by companies and the State in 
extensive railroad and canal projects. One of 
them married a daughter of Mr. Peacock, formerly 
Postmaster, and a well-known and very worthy 

' He likewise published, and distribnted gratuitoaslj, thou- 
Bands of volumes of Swedenborg's works. 
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Citizen of Harrisburg, Pa. His daugbter Eliza is 
the wife of Mr. Cbandler, a prominent and suc- 
cessful lawyer of Boston, Massacbusetts. 

In tbe city of St. Qall, in Switzerland, there are 
still Scblatter families of tbe same ancient stock ; 
bat tbe immediate brancb from wbicb Micbael is 
descended, beginning witb bis father, is there 
extinct. Tbe only remaining descendants of tbe 
fiimilj are in America. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

GE17EBAL OHABAOTEB. 

Fbom the picture of bis life and labors wbich we 
have endeavored to drawin thisvolume,the rcader 
will, we bave no doubt, get a pretty definite and 
distinct impression of tbe general cbaracter of Rev. 
Michael Schlatter. Still tbere are some tbings 
here to be eaid, in tbe way of designating and illas- 
trating sucb traits and cbaracteristics as were most 
prominent and Controlling. 

Mr. Scblatter could always command the bigbest 
testimonials, from tbe most respectable sources, 
whenever it was necessary for bim so to do, abun- 
dant evidence of whicb bas already appeared. 
Dr. Freseni, of Frankfort-on-tbe-Mayne, wbo pub- 
lisbed bis Journal, says, in bis introductory remarks : 
"I bave bad tbe pleasure of becoming acquainted 
witb tbe Autbor, Pastor Scblatter, wben be visited 
me frequently, as well in autumn of last year, wben 
on bis way into Switzerland, as also on bis return 
at tbe beginning of this year. According to my 
judgment be is an honest, judicious, and meek 
man ; a man zealously concerned for tbe spread of 
Cbrist's kingdom, as may also be inferred from bis 
writings. He bas now returned to America, and 
31 * (365) 
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will labor to carry forward the importaut work 
which has there been commenced." ^ 

As a man, he was reraarkably easy and friendly 
in bis manner. In corapanj-, in the social circle, 
and with friends, he was free, familiär, and füll of 
vivacity and cheerfulness. When the occasion was 
not serious, there was a quiet humor in bis looks 
and words. It is said tbat he excelled in pure, 
innocent humor and wit ; but never indulged in a 
way that did not comport with bis ministerial 
cbaracter. True humor and wit are not to be con- 
founded with folly and frivolity. Only a truly 
serious man can be humorous and witty. Wit and 
humor rank in the same category with irony; — 
while irony shows folly in a contemptuous light, 
wit and humor show it to be ridiculous. A bad 
man may be silly, but not humorous — he may be 
wily, but not witty. Only he who is above the 
ridiculous, and never appears ludicrous himself, 
can truly be humorous* In short, these capacities 
must have a solemn background ; and, when 
properly used, are innocent and useful. 

Mr. Schlatter was possessed of a very catholic 
spirit ; and he always kept himself well informed 
in regard to the general movements in the world, 
especially political and religious. He took a deep 
interest in the civil affairs of our own Country; 
indeed, it seemed difBcult for him, in the active 

' Muhlenberg, speaking \rell of Schlatter, says : " Des um 
die Ehre Gottes unter den Reformirten Gemeinen in Penusyl- 
vanien eifrig bemüheten Mannes/' — Hai. Nach., p. 311. 



-Md 



GENERAL CHARACTER. 367 

portion of bis life, to localize bis mind, heart, and 
activities. He was always ready to fall in with 
gcneral enterprises ; and was never content to move, 
like a man that walks in the halo of a lamp which 
he bears in bis own band, seeing only around bim 
and near bim, without comprebending bis general 
latitude and longitude. In a word, be was conöti- 
tuted, in taste and talent, for a public naan. 

Wbile be gave abundat proof of bis deep interest 
in tbe Reformed Cburcb — manifested an intelligent 
preference for ber faitb — feit tbe power of all ber 
traditional associations, and was tenderly influenced 
by tbe bome-feeling of ber spiritual bousebold, yet 
in all bis public life, wbicb brougbt bim into fre- 
quent contact witb otber religious denominations, 
we bave not discovered a Single instance in wbicb 
be betrayed tbe least bigotry, or narrow, sectarian 
spirit. True, tbere were small religious parties in 
tbe land, of wbicb be sometimes spoke in decided 
terms ; but only, like Jobn bimself, as a testimony 
against tbeirfalse religious principles and practices. 
Toward all tbe reigning bodies of Cbristians, wbo 
have a respectable bistory and a generally-accredited 
faitb, be uniformly acted witb tbe greatest reve- 
rence, and tbe most enlarged cbarity. He lived 
not only on good terms, but in constant intimacy, 
witb tbe prominent ministers of tbe day in all tbe 
otber denominations. We bave met witb a number 
of instances in wbicb be received from tbem marks 
of tbe greatest consideration, confidence, and love. 

Mr. Scblatter bad a very inquisitive and inquiring 
mind in regard to all incidental occurrences tbat 
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crossed bis path. He was a close observer in bis 
travels, of tbings in tbe world of nature, and tbe 
World of man. Tbougb not meddlesome, be was 
always anxious to inquire into every-day occur- 
rences around bim. Tbus be becarae eminently a 
practica! man, and knew bow to turn all tbe results 
of bis observations to a practica! account. He 
empbatically nnderstood tbe workings of buman 
nature, and knew tbe ways of men. 

He was fond of order, and bad tbe power and 
tact of Organization in an eminent degree. He 
was prompt and punctual in bis appointments — 
careful and exact in all bis business. Tbis is seen 
in many of tbe old cburcb records wbicb be com- 
raenced, and in constitutions and rules of order 
wbicb be drew up for tbe cburcbes tbat be visited 
and organized. His records are made in a clear, 
clean, and careful band. Greatly is it to be regret- 
ted tbat so many of our old cburcbes, to wbom be 
showed a more excellent way, bave since manifested 
sucb a sad carelessness and even culpable indiffcr- 
ence in regard to tbeir records. 

It was tbis faculty of order and Organization tbat 
was a most prominent cause of bis success in bis 
early labors among tbe cburcbes in America. He 
is Said not to bave been wbat is generally called a 
populär preacber ; be was solid and instructive, but 
not eloquent and fascinating. He bad tenderness, 
but it manifested itself ratber in bis own tears, 
tban in words tbat would make otbers weep. 
Wbat made bim welcome everywbere, and gave 
bim influence among tbe infant cburcbes, was 
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chiefly his practica!, organizing, arranging, and 
inanaging talent. The Germän Reformed Church 
in this country can never suflSciently thank Qod for 
placing the work of Organization in the hands of 
a man, whom He had so eminently fitted for the 
great work. 

Mr. Schlatter was always faithful to the trusts 
committed to his hands, which were neither few 
nor small. Not a single instance can be pointed 
out in his public career in which he neglected his 
mission, or failed to apply himself with the ütmost 
diligence to the accomplishment of his work. It 
will be Seen, in the history of his life and labors, 
that he frequently received the most flattering 
public acknowledgments and testimonials to this 
effect. 

The attentive reader of his life will be frequently 
impressed with his great love of peace. He en- 
dured in silence what hundreds would have re- 
garded as sufficient cause for war. He defended 
himself reluctantly ; and when he was pressed to it, 
he did it in a subdued tone and spirit. Nothing 
has impressed us more favorably, orserved so much 
in giving us an exalted opinion of his truly Chris- 
tian character, than the inst^nces of this kind 
which we have met in our review of his life. He 
was very successful in adjusting differences, settling 
difBculties in congregations, and restoring peace 
where strife had crept in. Even at the dose of 
those trying troubles in Philadelphia, where all 
human wisdom and patience had spent themselves 
in vain, he was at length successful to such an 
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extent that the Coetus feit itself constrained to 
make a public acknowledgment of the Services he 
had rendered. 

We have been Struck, in examining some of the 
congregational constitutions which he drew up, 
with the wisdom he manifests in forestalling pro- 
bable occurrences of strife, and the admirable fore- 
sight with which he devised means to keep out 
contention and division, and preserve and cultivate 
peace. In the rules which he drew up for the 
government of the congregation in Philadelphia, 
and which were adopted January 14th, 1753, soon 
after the first storm of strife there had transpired, 
an illustration of this is fiirnished. 

** In future," says one of the articles in this inte- 
resting document, " the first Friday in every month 
ßhall be observed as a day for penitence and prayer, 
on which occasion a sermon shall be preached. 
After this sermon, we will regard it as a proper 
time, in an open-hearted manner, to converse with 
one another,'if perhaps one or another may have 
aught against bis brother in regard to his doctrine 
or manner of life ; to the end that, should such an 
one be found, he may be corrected in a brotherly 
and Christian way, ^o that all secret ill-will and 
misunderstanding may be prevented." 

Again, we read in the same document: "We 
will always separate from one another in love ; and 
if, contrary to expectation, somcthing of an un- 
pleasant character should occur amongst us, we 
will 'not separate tili every thing has been adjusted 
m a friendly way : so that a fearful fire may not 
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enkiadle from a small spark, but ratlier that the 
bond of brotherly love and peace may be strengtb- 
ened and rendered indissoluble. Our motto sball 
be: — 

•Friede ernehrt, 
Unfried verzehrt' " 

Much holy wisdom nnderlies tbese rules ; and, 
verily, better than gold is tbis motto. May such 
congregations as live in strife, see tbese words, as 
it were, tbe band-writing of fire in Belsbazzar's 
palace, upon tbeir cburcb walle. Surely "peace 
nourishes, bat strife consumes." 

Tbese extracts sbow, at tbe same time, bis tender 
concern for tbe spiritual advancement of bis mem- 
bers. His desire tbat bis members migbt not only 
bave tbe name, but also possess tbe power of 
Cbristianity, appears in many ways — bis Journal 
will furnisb abundant evidence on tbis point. Tbe 
rules of Order wbicb be drew up for tbe government 
of bis congregation in Pbiladelpbia, seem more 
like a solemn covenant, binding tbem mutually to 
grow in grace, and lead a boly lifo, tban like wbat 
is generally regarded as a Constitution for a cburcb. 

Prominent amid every otber trait in Mr, Scblat- 
ter's cbaracter is bis extraordinary industry and 
perseverance. He was a man of astonisbing energy 
of cbaracter. In a review of bis life, notbing 
strikes us so forcibly as tbis. It seems as if no 
obstacles in tbe patb of duty could make bim besi- 
tate. No diflGiculties discouraged bim, no trials 
disbeartened bim, no failures could break down bis 
courage, or take away bis elasticity. Wbatever bo 
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believed ought to be done, he was willing to under- 
take. A true Swiss, he was not to be subdued ; 
nor would he cease pursuing his path, though diffi- 
culties rose before him, like hüls on hüls, and Alps 
on Alps, in the land of his birth. 

His Journal gives evidence of his great industry. 
It will be Seen how frequent were his visits to dis- 
tant Settlements — how far apart lay his appoint- 
ments between the forenoon and afternoon Services, 
and between one day and another, so that he fre- 
qnently travelled late at night and early in the 
morning to reach them. These journeys he made 
on horseback, in all seasons of the year, and in all 
kinds of weather ; at a time, too, when the country 
was new — thinly inhabited between the different 
Settlements — roads bad, and inadequately opened — 
crossings of streams and rivers extremely difficult, 
and often really perilous. The record of his travels 
and labors is a most interesting picture of his ear- 
nestness, and shows that he was truly a man " in 
labors abundant," " diligent in business, and fer- 
vent in spirit." 

To sum up in a few words, Mr. Schlatter had a 
healthy body, and a well-balanced mind — medium 
in physical size, and medium in intellectual abili- 
ties. He had a kind, elastic spirit, a'cheerful faith, 
and a ready practical turn that eould meet emer- 
gencies. He was solid and sound in his theological 
and religious views, true to the proper churchly 
Order of the Eeformed Church, earnest, honest, and 
reliable ; and, if we would think of any one thing 
in which he was extraordinary, it was in energy, 
industry, and perseverance. 



CHAPTEK XVII. 

CONOLUDING REMAKES. 

We cannot conclude the story of the life and 
labors of this apostolic man without referring to 
the fact, that the German Eeformed Church in 
America has great reason to lay to heart the solemn 
lesson which the facta of this volume teach. The 
church does now, and will for years to come, sus- 
tain a relation to the vast Home Missionary field 
lying westward in our country, strikingly similar 
to that which the mother Church in Europe sus- 
tained to the. infant daughter in Eastern America 
one hundred years ago. Precisely the same kind 
of work is needed in the westward extension of tho 
Church. The same appeals which then went from 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, 
to Holland, the Palatinate, and Switzerland, now 
come from the Western States and territories to the 
firmly-established eastern churches. Precisely the 
same touching motives exist to cause these cries 
and calls to be heard, and answered by prompt and 
efficient help. 

To do the work which is due to the scattered 
änd destitute brethren of the same faith in the 
West, just such a pioneering, exploring missionary 
as Schlatter proved to be, is needed, to seek out 
the Clusters of Reformed families in the new towns, 
82 (373) 
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cities, and Settlements — to organize and combine 
them into congregationo and charges — to ascertain 
the extent of their own ability to support the ordi- 
nances of the church among them, and to report 
the deficiency to the Board of Domestic Missions — 
to saggest the appropriate man for any given place, 
and secure his settlement — and, with pen and 
voice, to lay open before the churches such infor- 
mation in regard to the destitutions and wants of 
the western field, as shall call forth the necessary 
help, in men and means, and sympathy. This is 
precisely the way in which the churches in the 
Eastern States were established, sustained, and 
nursed, over a Century ago. Will any one say that 
this great work could have been accomplished 
without the superin tending missionary labors of 
Mr. Schlatter? Shall the lesson thus taught us by 
the mother church go unheeded and unlearned, 
while we continue to disperse^ rather than concen- 
trate, our energies upon the western field, gather- 
ing comparatively little, and that by far too slow a 
process ? 

We are not without hope — and this has cheered 
US through the toils of these pages — that this 
truthful record of that great and glorious missionary 
work, which Stands as a monument of honor to 
our ancestors, and has proved such an unbounded 
blessing to us, will serve, in some measure at least, 
to awaken increased interest in the great work of 
Home Missions. Will not the older congregations, 
who owe their very existence to its maternal care 
and love, lay its touching lessons to heart, and 
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consider their debt of gratitude aa in the presence 
of God ? If the low-Iands of Holland, " redeemed 
from the ßea"-*-the down-trodden Palatinate, at 
the time weeping under the cross — and the strait- 
ened brethren of Switzerland, as from the clefts of 
the rocks — could reach forth a helping hand across 
the rolling Atlantic to their needy brethren in a* 
new and distant world, shall the rieh Valleys of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, fall to follow 
their brethren to the Western States and territories 
of our own land with sympathy and help ? Freely we 
have received, let us freely give ; remembering the 
words of the Lord Jesus: "Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me." 

May gratitude for the blessings which have come 
to US from the past, and a view of the present 
pressing wants of the church, inspire many of our 
young men with a sacred enthusiasm to consecrate 
themselves to God and the Church, in the office of 
the holy ministry. Let them take up the work 
which the fathers are compelled, by age and in- 
firmity, to lay down ; and count it an honor, which 
an angel would receive with a thrill of grateful joy, 
to herald good tidings, and publish peace : to say 
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth ! 
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